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ARGUMENTS THAT WERE USED FOR THE
USE OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC WHEN I

PREACHED FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Men have long been prone to
go beyond the limitations of
God's word in their zeal to

serve Jehovah. Zeal for God is com
mendable when it is coupled with a
knowledge of God's will; but when
one allows his zeal to drive him
beyond the confines of Bible teach
ing, it is catastrophic. As He deliv
ered His law to the Israelites, God
said, "Yeshall not add unto the word
which I command you, neither shall
ye diminish ought from it, that ye
may keep the commandments of
Jehovah your God which I command
you" (Deut. 4:2; 12:32). For the
Israelites to keep the command
ments of Jehovah was for them to
observe His word without addition
or substraction. Any other course
was to invite the Father's displea
sure. That the some principle holds
true today is shown in the following
instances: 1. Paul's instruction to
"learn not to go beyond the things
written" (1 Cor. 4:6).

2. Peter's admonition to speak as
the oracles of God (1 Peter 4:11).

3. John's warning that those
who go onward and abide not in the
teachings of Christ "hath not God" (2
John 9).

4. The closing words of the Reve
lation letter is cited against those
who would "add to" or "take away
from" the words contained in "the
book of this prophecy" (Rev. 22:18).

Dan Goddard

In view of such perspicuous
statements, it would seem that men
would see the folly of going beyond
God's written word. That they do not
is evident in prevalent religious
practices. A case in point is the use
of instruments of music in worship.
Here is a common practice, yet one
for which there is not a vestige of
scriptural basis. Its existence
depends upon going beyond God's
commands.

Many advocates of instrumental
music, both seeing and readily
admitting there is no Bible authority
for their practice, seek to justify
instrumental music from other view
points. Let us notice some of the
arguments I used to justify this
unscriptural practice.

Argument: It is true that musi
cal instruments in Christian wor
ship are not mentioned in the Bible,
but neither are church buildings,
pews, lights, and many other things
— things which we all readily
accept.

Answer: Here is a failure to dis
tinguish between worship and the
place of worship. God has specified
acts of worship, but not the place;
yet a place of worship is essential in
keeping God's command to assem
ble. Whether it is under an oak tree
or in a building equipped with pews,
lights, baptistery, etc., the place of
worship is authorized in the com

mand to assemble (Matt. 18:20; Acts
20:7; Heb. 10:25). Authority for a
church house can also be found in
other scriptures, but there is no such
scriptures covering instrumental
music in worship.

Argument: But you have Sunday
School. The Bible does not mention
this. How can you accept this, but
condemn instrumental music?

Answer: Christ said teach, but
He did not specify how (Matt. 28:19;
John 4:45). Methods of teaching are
left to human judgment. Sunday
School or Bible Class (as we prefer to
call it) is only a means of teaching.
Instrumental music is not a method
of doing anything God has com
manded. Surely, no one will say it is
a means of singing.

Argument: You do not object to
the piano in the home. How can you
use it at home, but not in the
church?

Answer: If one is worshiping, it
is just as wrong for him to use the
instrument at home in private as it
is in the assembly. Anything that is
morally right is permissible for the
home, but only that which is com
manded by God can be used in wor
ship.

Argument: But all Christian life
is worship. When you use the instru-
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I DON'T KNOW HOW

WORD OF GOD
Garland M. Robinson

It amazes me how some act as
though certain statements and
verses of the Bible do not exist.

You would think we were searching
for the passage that says "an apple a
day keeps the doctor away" or that
oft quoted verse that says "cleanli
ness is next to godliness." These say
ings are not found in the Bible even
though some think they are.

On the other hand, there are
many verses and statements in the
Bible that are ignored and passed
over by many. Even when they are
pointed out to those who ignore
them, they always have some "sup
posedly" clever excuse as to why
they don't really mean what they
say. I want to examine some of the
many passages that are ignored
and/or brushed away by the liberal
and digressive minded.

I don't know how to get around
plain and forthright passages in the
Bible. I simply have to take them at
face value. When we rightly divide
the Word, we must obey God's com
mands. However, many try to "get
around" plain and straightforward
Scriptures.

I don't know how to get
around Acts 2:38. When those who
were convicted of their sins on the
day of Pentecost cried out and said,
"Men and brethren, what shall we
do?" Heaven's answer was "Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission ofsins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts
2:38). The answer is clear and pre
cise. In order for one to have forgive
ness of sins he must REPENT and
be BAPTIZED. However, a growing
number of those who are removing
themselves from the "old paths" are
now saying that water baptism is
not necessarily essential for salva
tion. They want to include many oth

ers who are sincere and zealous in

their supposed work for the Lord.
These "would be" somewhats want
to make the way of salvation wider
than the Lord made it. Jesus said to
Nicodemus, "Except a man be born
again...born ofwater and ofthe Spir
it, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God" (John 3:3,5). Unless one is
born of water, the water of baptism,
he CANNOT enter the kingdom
(church) of God.

Water baptism is clearly FOR
the forgiveness of sins and without
the forgiveness of sins, no one can be
saved. Saul of Tarsus was told to
"arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of
the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Water bap
tism puts one INTO Christ (Rom.
6:3-6; Gal. 3:27). Water baptism
saves (1 Peter 3:21). It is the defin
ing moment that one leaves the
world of sin and is translated INTO
the body of the saved, the Lord's
church (1 Cor. 12:13; Col. 1:13).
There is no salvation outside the
Lord's church (body) (Eph. 5:23).

I don't know how to get
around Ephesians 5:11. This verse
reads, "And have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works ofdarkness, but
rather reprove them." There are two
basic elements to this verse: 1) we
must not fellowship those who are
involved in works of darkness and 2)
we must also reprove those who are
involved in works of darkness. A
work of darkness is anything that is
not a work of light or truth. It is
speaking of one that is not walking
in the light of the Gospel and is con
trary to the Gospel.

So many today ignore this verse
and fellowship any and everybody.
Such is seen in the Nashville
Jubilee, Tulsa Workshop, Winter-
fest, Youth in Action and on and on.

This verse also enjoins upon the
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faithful to not only have no fellow
ship with those who are involved in
works ofdarkness, but also to active
ly oppose them. The word "reprove"
means to: "convict, confute, expose,
find fault with, chide, admonish."
What would the Lord have to say to
make men believe he means what he
says? It can't be any clearer than
what is said in this verse. But, who
among the liberal minded even
knows this verse exists? Have they
never read it? Do they not believe it
applies to them? What evidence can
they provide to show they are obey
ing this verse? Some believe the only
ones this might possibly apply to are
those who oppose and expose the lib
erals. They will fellowship and hold
hands with everyone but those who
believe and practice this verse!

I don't know how to get
around 2 John 9-11. "Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doctrine ofChrist,
he hath both the Father and the Son.
If there come any unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him
not into your house, neither bid him
God speed: For he that biddeth him
God speed is partaker of his evil
deeds" (2 John 9-11). These verses
are also very clear and precise.

Anyone who transgresses, vio
lates and disobeys the doctrine of
Christ (all that he teaches in his
word) does not have God. That is,
they do not enjoy the approval and
fellowship of God. If, however, one
continues to live by and obey the
doctrine of the Lord, he stands in
God's approval and has fellowship
with him.

Those who are not obeying the
doctrine of the Lord must not be fel-
lowshipped. We must not bid them
godspeed. We must not wish them
well and pray they prosper because
they are enemies of the Lord (Phil.
3:18). Those who would wish them
well are counted as a partaker of
their evil deeds. Even though I am
not guilty of teaching false doctrine
and disobeying the commands of the
Lord, if I fellowship those who do,
I'm counted as guilty as the one who
teaches error. This is very serious!

I don't know how to get
around Romans 16:17-18. "Now I
beseech you, brethren, mark them
which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye
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have learned; and avoid them. For
they that aresuch serve notourLord
Jesus Christ, but their own belly;
and bygood words andfair speeches
deceive the hearts ofthe simple."

The word "mark" means to "look
at, observe, fix one's eyes upon,
direct one's attention to." The word
is used in both a good and bad
sense. That is, we may direct our
attention to one that is doing good
so that we may imitate their good
and noble example (cf. Phil. 3:17);
or, we may direct our attention to
one that is doing evil so that we may
not imitate their bad and despicable
example (Rom. 16:17-18).

In the situation described in
Romans 16:17, it is used in the case
of fixing our attention upon those
who are causing division and
offences contrary to the doctrine of
the Lord. The reason for doing so is
that we may avoid them. The word
avoid means "to turn aside, to turn
away from, to shun - have no fellow
ship with."

There are many today who are
to be marked and avoided because
they are teaching and living con
trary to the faith once delivered
(Jude 3). But, instead of "marking
and avoiding," the "woods" are full
of those who appreciate and uphold
those who are causing division and
offences contrary to the doctrine.
These folks fellowship everyone
except the faithful who are holding
to the "old paths." It ought to also be
noted here that even though one
may not intend to cause division in
the church, his false doctrine splits
and divides just the same. He may
have the best of intentions, but
because his doctrine is not in accor

dance with the truth of the Gospel,
he is a divider and troubler.

I don't know how to get
around Jude 3. "Beloved, when I
gave all diligence to write unto you
of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints." Again,
like the other passages mentioned
above, this one also is ignored by
those who are progressive in leaving
the "strait and narrow." Never will

you see liberals "contending for the
faith." Such is unbecoming to them.
They much prefer to join hands with
the enemies of the Lord than to

meet them head-on with a "thus
saith the Lord."

The word contend means to
"struggle in behalf of." Faithful
saints struggle in behalf of the faith,
the Gospel, the doctrine of the Lord.
The faith is the truth by which men
are made free from their sins (John
8:32). It is that which is obeyed in
order to have forgiveness of sins
(Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5). The "faith" can
be turned away from (Acts 13:8). We
are to continue in the "faith" (Acts
14:22) and can be established in the
"faith" (Acts 16:5). The "faith" is
what we preach (Acts 24:24).

To "earnestly contend for the
faith" involves an intense effort to
hold to the Gospel by which men are
saved (1 Cor. 15:1-4). It means we
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ment at home, you are actually wor
shiping. When you refuse to use it in
the assembly, you are being incon
sistent.

Answer: All Christian life is ser
vice, but not all Christian life is wor
ship. Everything that one does is to
be in harmony with God's will, but
not every act is an act of worship.
God's word is comprehensive, gov
erning both our every day activities
and our activities in worship. The
use of "worship" in the Bible indi
cates that it has reference to special
acts of homage. The Apostle John
fell down before the angel of God in
a definite act "to worship." The angel
reproved him and instructed him to
"worship God" (Rev. 22:8,9). This act
should have been directed to God,
not the angel. One is hard pressed
indeed when he bases his case on
such an obvious assumption.

Argument: We use the instru
ment as an aid to singing.

Answer: Instrumental music is
more than an aid. It is an addition to
God's plan. Illustration: God speci
fied gopher wood as the material out
of which the ark was to be made.
Suppose Noah had used cedar or
pine. Such would have been a viola
tion of God's plan. Now if God had
commanded the ark to be made of
wood, there would have been no vio
lation. But He specified gopher
wood. This excluded all other kinds.
God has specified the kind of music
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labor to maintain its purity and clar
ity. It means we oppose anything
and everything that would pervert
it, including those, who by their
word and action, adulterate it. Paul
said that those who leave the faith
(the gospel) have cut themselves off
from God (Gal. 1:6-9). Any who do
not oppose and expose (earnestly
contend for the faith) error and
those teaching it are not obeying
Jude 3. You won't find any Jubilee
supporters following this verse!

Many more passages could be
listed here. But even one is too many
to ignore. Such brings the wrath of
God. I don't want that to happen to
me and I don't want that to happen
to you. Don't ignore or seek to get
around these verses.

to be used in worship. Instrumental
music is another kind. To use it is to
despise the plan of God.

Argument: I see no harm in it
and I am going to use instruments of
music regardless of what the Bible
says or does not say.

Answer: You may not see any
harm in it. But, this does not mean
God does not see harm in it. Remem
ber, our worship is to please God,
not ourselves (Col. 3:17).

Let us sing, making melody with
our hearts to the Lord, as God com
mands (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Let us
refuse to go beyond that which is
written.
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BE NOT DECEIVED

To the church in Corinth the
apostle Paul wrote, "Let no
man deceive himself" (1 Cor.

3:18). That is a direct command of
the living God. For one to deceive
himself means that he causes him
self to think that something is true,
when in reality, it is not that way at
all. Are we deceiving ourselves? The
Lord's exhortation to each of us is,
"Examine yourselves, whether ye be
in the faith; prove your own selves" (2
Cor. 13:5). It is necessary for each of
us to daily evaluate ourselves, and
be honest with what we see in our
lives. Let us consider some New Tes
tament warnings about deceiving
ourselves, and see what lessons we
can learn from them. We will look at
them in the order they appear in the
Russian Bible.

1) James 1:22 — "But be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves."
Remember, this was written to
Christians. A child of God deceives
himself when he hears the word of
the Lord but does not obey it. Is
hearing necessary? Of course, for
"faith cometh by hearing, and hear
ing by the word of God" (Rom.
10:17). But, just hearing alone is of
no value. We have known of people
who regularly attended the services
of the church for twenty years or
more, but never became Christians.
They constantly heard the word, but
never obeyed it. Do you remember
Jesus' illustration about a wise man
who built a house? The Master said,
"Therefore whosoever heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I
will liken him unto a wise man
which built his house upon a rock.
And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell
not;for it was founded upon a rock"
(Matt. 7:24,25). The wise man is not
one who hears only, but who first
hears, and then goes and does what
the Lord says. Brothers and sisters,
knowing the will of God is important
(John 8:32), but knowledge will not
help save our soul if we do not apply
what we know by obeying the Lord!
Jesus is the author of salvation only

Roger D. Campbell

"unto all them that obey him" (Heb.
5:9).

2) James 1:26 — "If any man
among you seem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man's religion is
vain." A Christian's service to the
Lord is in vain if he does not control
his tongue! That is a serious warn
ing, and in this we must not deceive
ourselves. One might have excellent
conduct, attend every service of the
church, and be zealous in doing good
works, yet his religion is in vain ifhe
does not control his speech. A Chris
tian who denies this only deceives
himself. Yes, one's tongue might
cause him to lose his soul! The Lord
Jesus said, "For by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned" (Matt.
12:37). Therefore, we must strive
with all diligence to control our
tongue, and that begins by first con
trolling our heart, "for out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh"(Matt. 12:34).

3) 1 John 1:8 — "If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us." Again,
this is written to Christians. All men
have sinned (Rom. 3:23), and one
who is in Christ, though he is no
longer a servant of sin (Rom. 6:16),
does commit sin. One who denies
this fact is deceiving himself, and
that is the very thing the Holy Spirit
told us not to do. One deceives him
self if he thinks he can walk in dark
ness and have fellowship with God,
for such is not possible (1 John
1:5,6). He who denies that he sins
can never receive forgiveness from
God. Yes, there are many Christians
who have wonderful conduct, but
even the most godly person some
times sins, and when this happens,
he must confess his sins in order to
have God cleanse him from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

4) 1 Cor. 3:18,19 — "Let no man
deceive himself. If any man among
you seemeth to be wise in this world,
let him become a fool, that he may be
wise. For the wisdom ofthis world is
foolishness with God. For it is writ
ten, He taketh the wise in their own

craftiness." One deceives himself if
he thinks he can be wise without
God, or if he thinks that if he has the
wisdom of this world, then that
means something to God. The wis
dom of this world is in conflict with
the wisdom of God, "For that which
is highly esteemed among men is
abomination in the sight of God"
(Luke 16:15). Jehovah is the source
of true wisdom, so any philosophy of
life that is not based upon Him and
His will can only be foolishness,
though in the eyes of many such
worldly philosophies may appear to
be wisdom. It is the Scriptures that
can make us wise unto salvation (2
Tim. 3:15). The following is still
great advice: "Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding" (Prov.
3:5).

5) 1 Cor. 6:9,10 — "Know ye not
that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom ofGod?Be not deceived;
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind,
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God."
Unrighteous people are those who do
unrighteousness, and "all unright
eousness is sin" (1 John 5:17). Thus,
all the things that Paul lists are sin
ful, and like it or not, those who par
ticipate in the affairs listed (and who
do not repent of such) cannot inherit
the kingdom of God. Who says so?
The Lord! Since this passage was
written to Christians who were
already in the kingdom or church,
we understand the Holy Spirit's
message to them to mean that those
Christians who continue to commit
such sins cannot go to heaven. Yes,
we understand that many in society
participate in or approve of the
activities that Paul listed (at least
they are not vocally against them),
but the Lord shows us that partici
pation in such activities will cause a
person to lose his soul! That is seri
ous, and one who denies this fact is
only deceiving himself.

6) 1 Cor. 15:33 — "Be not
deceived; evil communications cor-










