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Charles A. Pledge
A

book under the above title

rameters in connection with a

written

swered the specifics of Rubel's

SHELLY and RANDY

"biblical doctrine of the church."
Parameter means a constant

HARRIS and published by
Howard Publishing Company of

with a changing value. What a
strange word to use to refer to a

to enter into a page for page refu

West Monroe, LA, delivers more

"biblical doctrine of the church" if

spiritual poison than any other
single book I have seen in this
decade. It appears more deliber
ately deceitful in arrangement

one believes in the plenary verbal

would almost be page for page
because on nearly every page bla

inspiration of the Bible and its
consequent objective and ab-

the most skilful and deceitful

by

RUBEL

is Rubel a master at verbal com

munications, his non-verbalized

communications are also potent.
This book represents what Rubel
has been preaching at home and
abroad at least since 1985. He

has had ample time to hone the
points and reconstruct some of
his approaches. Nearly all he has
written in the book has, at one
time or another, already been an
swered by some brother in an ar

RubePs theology for the 21 st cen
tury (his words) isnothing but a
cheap, sectarian conceptof the
church where there is no distinc
tiveness between what the Bible
teaches about the church and
what denominationalists think of

the church; where a coregospel
will bind together in unityall those
who believe it in spiteof diverse
and contradictory doctrines be
lieved, taught, and obeyedabout
anything except the deity ofJesus

The first warning that this

solute nature - a doctrine that

book would be a radical attack

remains the same but has chang
ing values as it is connected with
the blood bought church of God.
This terminology actually indi
cates the changing values of

upon the church of the New Tes

"Someone needs to push us to re
think the subject of the church. It
is the only corrective to this sort
of mistake." The second warning
came in his use of the word pa

tation of his material. And it

tant error is propagated in one of

Rubel disavows existential

ticle or sermon.

tament is in the first paragraph
of the preface. It is in the quote:

new theology, we do not propose

ways imaginable.

than most I have read. All who

know Rubel Shelly understand
his adeptness at communicating.
In the past, any misunderstand
ing of his writing almost had to
be artificially produced. Not only

Because others have an

Rubel as he unfolds the form and

substance of his new theology
of the Second Incarnation and

his Pilgrim church.

ism but he quotes (uses as prooftexts) existentialists and those

influenced by Neo-Orthodoxy and
Form Criticism to define terms

and premises. He holds up for
ridicule "prooftexting" (appealing
to texts of Scripture for proof) but
does the same himself. Although
he claims to be above subjec
tivism he says in the Introduc
tion, "Simply reciting verses from
the Bible is no guarantee that a
viable community of faith will be
developed." If by "simply recit
ing" he ridicules the preaching of
faithful men of the past and pre
sent, we will take strong excep
tion to his evaluation of gospel
preaching. If he means by this
that Scripture belief and practice
will not develop a community of
faith we again take strong excep
tion. On the other hand, if Rubel
merely attempts to build a straw
man by stating something that is
untrue as true (i.e., implying that
all we have ever done is merely
to recite passages from the Bible
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without valid and proper exege
sis and application in our preach
ing and teaching), and then argu
ing against the untruth to build

his false case, we merely say
Rubel knows what &hopeless
task of presenting proof he faces.
If by his remark Rubel indicates
he has lost his confidence in

Scripture as the final appeal to
every matter religious we offer
our sympathy. We believe, in
spite of Rubel's disclaimer of the
last, the latter two serve as his
basis for many of his arguments
that follow in the book.

Rubel posits two false alter
natives in his Introduction:
"Doctrine works between the two

poles of faithfiilness to Scripture
and relevance to the present

about the church and what de-

still, our denominational identi

nominationalikts think of the

ties and traditions - we may

church; where a core gospel will
bind together ih unity all those

frustrate heaven's intention to
use the church as its mechanism

who believe it ik spite of diverse
and contradictory doctrines be
lieved, taught, &nd obeyed about
anything except the deity of
Jesus (and we wonder how much
fickleness - remember the word

parameter - he would allow in

that area). We think it will prob
ably not be long before he tells us
plainly unless he changes his di
rection.

Rubel, in next to the last
paragraph of his introduction,
proposes to divorce history and

Scripture in his ecclesiology
(study of church architecture,
art, doctrine, etc.) "that is orient

for penetrating history with the
kingdom of God." In other words,
the church Rubel now claims to

be a part of and to promote is
that vague, indefinable, indefi
nite, and indefensible denomina

tional concept of church. All to
this point refers only to the Pref
ace and Introduction to the book.

Actually, a series of rebuttals
could be written just on his Pref
ace and Introduction.

Reading this book caused
emotional distress, deeply so. All
who have known and loved the

Rubel of many years ago are
sadly moved by his radical depar

age." He poses faithfulness to
Scripture and relevance as the
two poles, or alternatives. He
says "doctrine" must work be

ed more toward the future than

ture from the faith once for all

the past for its ultimate signifi
cance in God's eternal purpose."
In other words, cut the cords of

tween these two regarding the
church. Truth is always relevant.
Men may not accept it, but it is
relevant. Men may hate it, but

given to the saints of God. Many
are the prayers that have been
offered on his behalf, and fre

history and Scripture and let me

quent tears shed as some have

have the freedom to create a the

thing to date. How humble he is

truth is relevant. If Rubel re

in his approach to such a great

stricts "doctrine" to merely judg

task.

mental opinions about the size of
the building, the comfort of the

"testimony to his love for the

observed his steady march away
from truth into digression. In
most instances in his early devia
tions, Rubel simply preached
what many, many brethren had
practiced. His Big F and little f
fellowship was nothing more

church and seeks to be a positive

than vocalization of a common

contribution...." His "church" in

practice; an unscriptural, and un
godly practice, by many of our

seats, etc., that is one thing. But
by doctrine, teaching is meant.
Teaching about the church
should always set forth that
which Scripture says about it.
More than that is adding to the
word and less than that is taking
therefrom. Teaching must always
be faithful to Scripture regard

ology that is better than any

Rubel claims this book is a

his words: "If we become preoccu
pied with maintaining our insti
tutional structures - or, worse

(Continued on page 4,
INCARNATION)

EDITOR'S N^TE: Two books are available which examine thoroughly
The Second Incarnation, a book by Rubel Shelly and Randy Har

less of how men react to that doc

ris. Both of them are well worth your study.

trine. What Rubel is saying is, "I
have sampled the winds of
change and want to lead the way
that I have found people going." I

Wayne Coats9106 page book, A Review Of The Shelly-Harris
Material On The Second Incarnation, is available packed in bundles

have known of his "New Theolo

gy" in the form of articles, books,
and sermons from men who have

ploughed the way in the church
of this idiocy. Rubel's theology for
the 21st century (his words) is
nothing but a cheap, sectarian
concept of the church where
there is no distinctiveness be
tween what the Bible teaches

of 50 ready to mail. These books (available at cost) are 60 cents each

which is a total of $30 plus postage. It needs to be distributed far and

wide. It exposes the heresy ofShelly and harris in such language as only
brother Coats can do. Send your order to:
Wayne Cotits, 184 Hillview

Mt. Joliet^TN37122.

A 55 page bookby Curtis Cates likewise deals a devastating blow
to this pernicious doctrine. It contains over 220 quotes of Shelly^ book
and refiites his apostasy at every turn. You may order copies at $3.50
each plus $1 postage:
Cates Publications, 5512 Cottonwood
Memphis, TN 38115.
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Occasional Criticism
Garland M. Robinson

The phone calls and letters
we receive from readers of Seek
The Old Paths are overwhelm

ingly positive and uplifting. We
are encouraged by so many to
continue in the "good fight of
faith" (I Tim. 6:12). lb each and
every one we say "Thank You" for
your support and prayers.
Occasionally, we receive a
note of criticism concerning our
efforts in "contending for the

faith" (Jude 3). Comments range
from a simple "take me off your
mailing list" to a more severe,
"you are sowing discord in your
paper." The remark has been
made that "you are tearing down
instead of building up." Such
statements as these make us sad

to think of some misguided soul
who thinks that ALL God re

quires is evangelism. Such is
NOT SO!
The work of God is not com

plete unless we do ALL God has
commanded. God requires BOTH
building and defending that
which has been built. "Building"
is found in Mark 16:15, "And he
said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to
every creature." "Defending"
that which has been built is

found in Philippians 1:17,
"...knowing that I am set for the
defence of the gospel" (cf. also
verse 7).
When the walls of Jerusalem

were being built by Nehemiah,
there were enemies who sought
to hinder and destroy the work.
"And it came to pass from that
time forth, that the halfof my ser
vants wrought in the work, and
the other half of them held both
the spears, the shields, and the
bows, and the habergeons; and
the rulers were behind all the

house of Judah. l7They which
builded on the wall, and they that

bare burdens, with those that
laded, every one with one of his
hands wrought in the work,
and with the other hand held

most important responsibility
and still meet with God's ap
proval.
The question is: through

a weapon. l8For the builders,
every one had his sword girded by
his side, and so builded" (Neh.

which of these avenues should

4:16-18).

The Truth can always be
preached and defended at any
place and at any time. However,

Faithfulness in the kingdom
demands both building and de
fending! It is a warped concept to

we "defend the faith" - expose
and rebuke brotherhood error?

we should exercise wisdom and

do one without the other. Both
are demanded.
Jude 3 also demands a de

common sense in using all avail
able means to accomplish the
most good. It is for that reason

fense be made of the gospel.
"Beloved, when I gave all dili
gence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you, and ex
hort you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which

that the East Corinth church of
Christ has chosen to use the

was once delivered unto the
saints"

There are many avenues
through which the "work of God"
(preaching, teaching and defend
ing) can be done: pulpit, class
room, door to door, radio, televi
sion, tract, newspaper, printed
page. The message must be "the
whole counsel of God" (Acts
20:27). Even the exposure of
error and those teaching it must
be done whether in the church or
out of the church. This is not an

printed page (Seek The Old
Paths) as a means to "defend the
faith." It is mailed to members of
the church. We do not deem it ex

pedient to deal with brotherhood
error or problems by public
media such as radio, TV or news
paper and, therefore, do not do
so.

We thought it worthy to also
mention that the East Corinth

church of Christ is actively
preaching and teaching God's
Word by every one of the means
mentioned above! We use the

newspaper, radio, television, pul
pit and door to door as evangelis
tic tools while utilizing the pulpit
and printed page (Seek The Old

optional matter. Ephesians 5:11
says, "And have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works ofdark
ness, but rather reprove them."

Paths) to refute brotherhood

Romans 16:17-18 also demands

one can deny must be done. It ap
pears, however, far too many are
not dealing with it at all, but in
stead, are ignoring it. Are you

the same. "Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and
avoid them. l8For they that are
such serve not our Lord Jesus

Christ, but their own belly; and
by good words and fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the simple."

It is not possible to leave off this

error.

Refuting error (in the world
or brotherhood) is a fact that no

one of them? We work both with

the "shield of faith" and the
"sword of the Spirit" (Eph. 6:1617).
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THE BIBLE
GOD'S WORD

INCARNATION
(Continued from page 2)

preachers and elders. Some who
condemned Rubel for his preach
ing, practiced what he preached,
and some still do. That early de
parture by Rubel only portended
worse, which even now, is to
come. No man can accept what
Rubel has obviously accepted
that is so critical in an approach
to and study of the Bible and
continue indefinitely to believe
what the Bible says. Rubel ap
pears to have been in pain but
has learned how to ignore that
pain and harden himself against
it. This is said because of his

glaring inconsistencies in dealing
with basic matters; some to be
identified in later articles. Of

others we might state the case a
little differently. We desperately
desire and fervently pray that
Rubel will return to the truth he

once taught, the Scripture he
once defended, and the church he

once helped strengthen. That
possibility at this time does not
appear strong.

(1st of4 parts)
7 West Colorado

Sheridan, WY 82801

Billy Bland
With the millions of books in

this great world there is one that is
unique and stands above all others.
This Book is the Bible. No other

book can successfully make the

Doug McDonald
Melvin Elliott
Dennis L Moss
Forest Park Church of Christ
John D. Cotham

Cary Dodson
LO. Word
Rocky Thompson
Janet Randolph
Wayne Coats

demonstrated in the creation of the

moment to note the following with
regard to this grand volume.
It Is Inspired: "All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly fur
nished unto all good works" (II Tim.

heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1).

3:16-17).

The word "inspiration" means
"God breathed." Thus the Bible
came forth from God. He has
breathed out His word unto us.
Peter also informs us how the word
of God came to mankind. He wrote:

"Knowing this first, that no prophe
cy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy m)pn of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost"
It Is Verbally Inspired: What
is meant by verbal inspiration is

Verona Church of Christ
Bardwell Church of Christ
Bethlehem Church of Christ

Emily D. Johnson
C.C.Warf
Willie G. McLerran
Earon Moore
Grover K. Tanner
Mrs. H.B. Smith
William T. Robertson
James E. Griffin

Donald E. Potts
E.N. Logue

$5

that God has ^iven us His very

$25
$3
$50
$10

from their own Interpretation, but

$25
$15
$50
..$160
$200
$50
$50
$100

$25
$5

It Is Powerful: We cannot

begin to imagine the great power in
the word of God. However, we see it

claims that the Bible does. Take a

(II Peter 1:20-21).

CONTRIBUTORS

Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you" (Matt. 10:19-20).

word. The writers did not write

God gave them the very words He
wanted in the Bible. David said,
"The Spirit ofthq Lord spake by me,
and his word was in my tongue"

(II Sam. 23:2). likewise, Jeremiah

said; "Then the t,ord put forth his
hand, and touched my mouth. And
the Lord said unto me, Behold, I
have put my words in thy mouth"

(Jer.l:9).

j

Jesus speaks of verbal inspira
tion when He told His disciples:
"But when they deliver you up, take

The Psalmist said: "By the word of
the Lord were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by the
breath of his mouth." And, "For he
spake, and it was done; he com
manded, and it stood fast" (Psalm
33:6,9).

The written word is also power
ful. The gospel is "the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). The Hebrew

writer stated: "For the word of God
is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the

thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Heb. 4:12).

It Is Complete: Jesus
promised His Apostles; "Howbeit
when he the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall
he speak: and hfe will shew you
things to come" (John 16:13). Jesus
was true to His promise and we
have the complete revelation from
God in the Bible!
It Is Eternal: "Heaven and

earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away" (Matt.
24:35). God's word, the Bible, is in
destructible! Peter wrote that God's
word liveth and abideth for ever

$10
$10
$10
.....$5
$5
$10

no thought /iooj) or what ye shall

Oh, how we ought to love God's
law and meditate upon it all the

speak: for it shall be given you in

day (Psalm 119:97).

$10
$50

that same hour u/hat ye shall speak.

P.O. Box 321

For it is not ye that speak, but the

Coldwater, MS 38618

and that the word of the Lord en-

dureth for ever (I Peter 1:23-25).
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INSTANT CHRISTIANITY
Rod Rutherford
We live in an age of speed. We
try to cram as many activities
into a day as possible. With
many, the definition of a success

which are essential for a sound,
solid, well-balanced spiritual ma

in Israel as evidenced by the fact
that in one of His recorded post-

turity are set aside in the vain

resurrection appearances, "He

hope to achieve this instant spiri
tuality. Those who think they
have become mature by such

was seen of above 500 brethren
at once" (I Cor. 15:6). The conver
sion of the multitude on Pente

more demands made on his time

shallow means soon find that

than he can possibly satisfy. Be
cause of this fast pace of life, a

when the emotions subside, when
the "feeling" is gone, and trials
confront them that they do not
have the spiritual resources nec

cost and the continuing conver
sion of great numbers in

ful person is one who is always
busy, always on the run, and has

host of consumer services and

products have been marketed.
"Fast food" restaurants, which
specialize in ready made food so
the traveler can get on his way
quickly, have become the vogue.
For the hurried, harried house
wife, there is a great .variety of
quick foods such as TV dinners,
"pop in the oven" pizzas, instant
potatoes, instant pudding, in
stant coffee, etc. Everything is
available to us instantly. We have
come to expect and demand such
services and products.
In other aspects of our lives,
we also seek instant gratifica
tion. Many young couples unrealistically expect to begin married
life in a modern home with all

the labor-saving gadgets it took
their parents 20 years to accu
mulate. "Shortcuts" up the career
ladder are sought so that one can
quickly be promoted into the
higher paying brackets without
having to toil for years to work
oneself into such positions.
Sadly, many view Christiani
ty in the same way as they view
their consumer products or ca
reer aspirations. They want in
stant results and so they attempt
to bypass the daily struggle over
a long period of time to achieve
spiritual maturity. Prayer "semi
nars," fasting, and emotion filled,
clapping, stamping "workshops"
are offered to guarantee instant
"spirituality." The years of dili
gent study of God's Word, of
prayer and daily cross-bearing

essary to overcome.

There is a great desire in our
brotherhood today to achieve in
stant church growth by the same
type of approach. Personal work
methods that move and manipu
late by psychological pressure
and cultic techniques are applied.
A whole host of social and recre
ational activities are offered to

draw the unthinking masses.
There will always be those who
come seeking the loaves and the
fishes as in Jesus' day (John 6:
26,27). When the loaves and fish
es nm out, they are soon gone on
to some other organization which
will supply their carnal cravings.
The Jerusalem church is

often cited by advocates of in
stant church growth as proof that
their approach works. What they
do not stop to consider is that the
response of 3,000 souls on Pente
cost (Acts 2) was the natural fruit

of a harvest, long cultivated by
prophets of old who foretold the
coming of the Messiah, by wide
spread knowledge of the Scrip
tures among the Jews, by the
ministry of John, the Harbinger
of the Christ, whose preparatory

Jerusalem was not instant

church growth but the culmina
tion of much preparation and
planting over a long period of
time.

The only way to build a
strong mature faith that will

meet the trials of life and carry
one safely through to the Celes
tial Shore is by daily crossbearing, diligent study, persistent
prayer, much meditation, and in
creased strength as a result of
surmounting spiritual obstacles
(James 1:2-4). The only way to
build a strong, sound, growing
church that will continue to in

crease is by patient plowing and
planting of God's Word in the
"good and honest hearts" of men
(Luke 8:15). A steady diet of
strong gospel preaching from the
pulpit and Bible teaching from
the classroom, coupled with wise
oversight of godly elders who
truly care for the souls of the
flock, is the only formula for
church growth that will be pleas
ing to God and eternal in its re
sults.

Mighty Rome was not built in
a day nor is a great congregation
or a strong Christian character
developed instantly. Let us follow
God's ways, not man's, and we

work shook Judaism to its foun

can be assured of success as it is

dation; and by the personal min
istry of our Lord Himself. Jesus'
three years of patient preaching,
marvelous miracles, and training

measured by God's infallible
Word, not by man's shallow stan

of the Twelve bore fruit on Pente

cost Day. There was already a
great body of believers in Jesus

dards.

4905 Gadwall Dr. W.

Memphis, TN 38141
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"WE HAVE CHANGED!"
IS IT TRUE?
Gary Colley

It is always a source ofrejoicing when one truly repents ofdenominationalism,
sin as a Christian, or when one sincerely changes from any sin.
It is always good to know the
changes of some who formerly
have been walking in sinful er
rors of doctrine and/or practice!
We speak of those who, because
of Godly sorrow for sin, have re
pented or changed! Paul writes,
"Forgodly sorrow worketh repen

about to begin, or when they are
trying to disarm parents in order

ly, slick magazine promoting

to have them enroll their chil
dren in their school!
What now is the difference

sending representatives and
their choral groups to sing?
8. Have they repented of ap
pointing Pat Boone as new

from which these say they have
changed? Have they changed

world worketh death" (II Cor.

7:10). Godly sorrow was practiced
by Peter and Simon; worldly sor
row was practiced by Judas.
Godly sorrow is God approved
sorrow; when men turn their

thinking and lives back to God
and His will. But worldly sorrow
is the result of getting caught in
that which one would do again if
popular and an advantage! It is
always a source of rejoicing when
one truly repents of denominationalism, sin as a Christian, or
when one sincerely changes from
any sin. Angels rejoice and so do
we (Luke 15:10)! God looks upon
it with great favor (II Peter 3:9).
We have recently heard by
several that some of "our" schools

are saying "we have changed."
Nothing would make us happier,

1. Teaching the direct personal
indwelling of the Holy Spirit
today?
2. Supporting those who openly
state they want to restruc
ture the church? Using them
on their Lectureships unop
posed?
3. Supporting and using those
who have divided the church
with the Crossroads move

ment, and this without one
dissenting voice?
4. Using the ''New" Translations,
such as the New Internation
al Version with all of its five

points of Calvinism, in their
papers, Bible Bowls, and in
the class-rooms, with no word
of warning of its destructive

if this is true! It is hard to see the

those who teach error on

Marriage, Divorce, and Re

that these statements would only
be made when a big fund drive is

9. Or, from their president per
sonally
appointing
a
Methodist preacher to be the
editor of the school paper?
This writer has seen no notice

to the effect that any of the above
changes have been made. Even
more changes might be known by
others that need to be made. If

changes have been made:
1. Where was it made known?

2. Which of the above departures
from the faith have been

changed?
Is it true that "WE HAVE
CHANGED?"
P.O. Box 1761

Tupelo, MS 38802

doctrines?

5. Have they changed from sup
porting, and failing to oppose,

future of the church harmed by
the schools filling our young with
distortions of truth! But if change
has come as stated, what is the
sin from which they are turning
away, and why has a statement
of the fact not been published?
It would be sad to think that
the moral fabric of these admin
istrators and teachers is so low

chairman of the advisory
board?

from:

tance to salvation not to be re

pented of: but the sorrow of the

the "Nashville Jubilee" or, of

marriage? I
6. Using men in their classes
and on their programs who
teach the "grace alone" theo
ry, that "the Kingdom has not
come," and that "there are
Christians in all denomina

tions?"

:]

7. Have they changed or repent

ed of placing full page ads for
two or more years in the cost

Q&A
(Continued from page 8)

reader, does this describe you?
It is true some, yea most,
people will not change (Matt.
7:13-14), but should that deter us
from preaching and writing? Not
at all. As the faithful through the
ages have done, we will keep on
preaching and teaching God's
saving message. It speaks of
God's dear love to all mankind in

the giving of his Son. Won't you
yield to it today?
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Opposing Error!
Sidney White
ness" (Eph. 5:11). In verse 7 he

same. "But brother

pressed upon the minds of those

had said "be not ye therefore par

much influence in this area. If I

who desire to be faithful to God is

takers with them." So we are not

that there is no place for the per

to be partakers, have no fellow
ship with the works of darkness
nor those responsible for them.

speak out against him or his
teaching I don't know what

One fact that must be im

son who desires to be neutral or

take a "middle ground" position.
The Bible speaks of the "strait
and narrow way" as opposed to
the "wide and broad way." Each

able to kill the soul: but rather

encouragement, approval and en

fear him which is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell" (Matt.

dorsement.
But how often do we hear

There is no middle ground (Matt.

concerning a false teacher, "...but

7:13-14). Works are characterized

he didn't teach any error when I

either by light or darkness (Eph.

heard him." That is indeed a

5:7-14). John speaks of lies and
truth (I John 1:6), but no halftruth. He also speaks of love of

lame excuse to fellowship one
who teaches and/or practices
error. We are to do nothing to
show approval of them nor their

(I John 2:15), but not a mixture
of both. He speaks of children of
God or children of the devil (I
John 3:10), but there is no other
choice. He continues in I John

4:14-15 by speaking of life and
death, love and hate. No middle
ground or neutral position is
found. We either know God or we

do not know God (I John 4:7).
The same idea is found in

Eph. 5:11, "And have no fellow
ship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather
reprove them." There is no
place for "some" fellowship in the
idea of "NO" fellowship. Neither
does the idea of "reprove" carry
the idea of silence. Christians are

to walk in the light (I John 1:7)
but we are also light (Matt. 5:14).
"Ye are all the children of light,
and the children of the day..." (I
Thess. 5:5). In Ephesians 5:10 we
are taught to prove "what is ac
ceptable unto the Lord" (cf. also
Rom. 12:2), and the standard is

the word of God. We are to "try
the spirits" (I John 4:1) and that
is done by comparing what is
taught and done with the scrip
tures (Acts 17:11).

Paul says "have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works ofdark

might happen." "Fear not them
which kill the body, but are not

The idea of fellowship involves

person is on one side or the other.

the Father and love of*the world

has so

10:28). "But he has family in the
church where I preach." "He that
loveth father or mother..., Son or
daughter more than me is not
worthy of me" (Matt. 10:37). "But
the elders don't like for me to call

names and expose things so close
to home." "We ought to obey God

actions.

rather than men" (Acts 5:29).

But Paul doesn't stop there.
The Christian cannot be passive

cuse for our silence when the

and silent toward the works of

darkness nor those engaged in
such. We must actively oppose

Brethren, there is just no ex

church of our Lord is being torn
asunder with so many sinful
practices and so much error. Let

and expose the works of darkness

us get back to believing and obey

and those involved in such so

ing the word of God.

that others will not be misled by
them. By reproving them we
make them known for what they
are. "But all things that are re
proved are made manifest by the
light" (Eph. 5:13). "Woe unto them
that call evil good, and good evil"
(Isa. 5:20). The marginal reading
says, "Woe to them that say con
cerning evil, It is good."
In Ephesians 5:14, Paul then

P.O. Box 211

Crossville, TN 38555
EDITOR'S NOTE:

Brethren, the ONLY way that
liberalism and Satan will be stopped
is if ALL members of the Lord's

church will rise up and stand on the
Bible once agam. The Lord instruct
ed Jeremiah to "standye in the ways,
and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for

calls on Christians to wake up
and arise for the battle against
sin and error. There is no place

your souls" (6:16). WE MUST stand

for silence and indifference to
ward the works of darkness and

ism that has emerged and is sweep

those who practice the same
among faithfiil Christians. Even
among many of my preaching
brethren this idea of silence ex
ists. Brethren don't want us to

speak out against certain people
and practices and too often we
oblige them. We need to start
practicing Ephesians 5:11 and
teaching the brethren to do the

there also. This new wave of liberal

ing the church and in particular our
young people, will overwhelm us and

the next generation if we do not go
to battle against it. It would be nice

if all could be peaceful and lovely,
but that is not the way it is and we
only fool ourselves when we believe

it is. I pray that brethren in every
congregation will stand upon the
gospel and ask for the Old Paths.
God will bless you for doing so.
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YOU CANT CHANGE SOME PEOPLE SO
WHY DON'T YOU STOP TRYING?
It is not within my power to change anyone ex
cept myself, even Jesus could not do that. It is the
GOSPEL, the WORD OF GOD, that has the power
to change people's lives if they will take heed and
obey it. Paul said, "For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth..." (Rom. 1:16).
My job, as a gospel preacher, is simply to "Preiich
the word; be instant in season, out of season; re
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine" (II Tim. 4:2). When I have preached the
"whole counsel of God" without favor to any man, I
am then "pure from the blood of all men" (Acts.

The Nineties9'
East Corinth Church of Christ

Corinth Mississippi

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

Check your address label. If it has the words SEND
YOUR RENEWAL NOW printed across the top,
then you must do so or this will be the last issue

you receive. If your label does not tell you to
renew, you will remain on our mailing list.
THE SUBSCRIPTION IS FREE!

20:26-27).

Each individual is responsible for himself and
no one else. This principle is stated in Ezekiel 18:20,
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not

bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the fa
ther bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness
of the wicked shall be upon him." It is God's will,
therefore, that every man hear the saving truth.
Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). "For we must all

appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in his body, accord
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad"
(II Cor. 5:10). Are you ready for judgment?
It is sad when men will not heed the gospel's
call. But, the reason is clear, they are "...lovers of
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphe
mers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false ac
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of plea
sures more than lovers of God" (II Tim. 3:2-4). Such
pleasures (sins) are only for a short while. Why

can't more be like Moses who chose "...to suffer af
fliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season" (Heb. 11:25)? The an
swer is because they are unwilling to do it. Dear \
(Continued on page 6, Q&A)
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