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No Pace or Spiritual Cowardice!
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Why is it that more of our so-called “faithful” brethren
have not defended the faith as one might have expected them to do?

y aren’t more people
speaking up? Do we no
longer care? As Lamenta-

tions 1:12 states, “Is it nothing to
you, all ye that pass by?”

For the past fifteen years or
more, most of us have been aware of
the rank liberalism running ram-
pant among us; heretical false teach-
ers having sprung up in nearly all
places wherein the Lord’s church
exists! There are many who know
the truth better than to allow such
to take place and should be avidly
opposing such blatant error, but we
find instead that they have chosen to
remain as silent as the stars, Why is
this the case? Why is it that more of
our so-called “faithful” brethren
have not defended the faith as one
might have expected them to do?
Here are a few reasons that I might
suggest for your consideration:

1) Could it be that we are afraid
to speak up because we are ashamed
of the gospel, the Truth of God's
Word? In Romans 1:16 the apostle
Paul states, “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every-
one that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek.” Then in Acts
4:19-20 we read, “But Peter and
John answered and said unto them,
Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot
but speak the things which we have

seen and heard.” Let me ask you
this, Are you ashamed of the Cause
of Christ?

2) Could it be that we are afraid
to stand up and defend the truth
because it would cause us to have to
disagree with those we know and
those with whom we frequently asso-
ciate? However, Paul informs us
that he was “set for the defense of the
gospel” (Phil. 1:7,17). We should be
as well! The apostle Peter says we
are to “..be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear” (1 Peter
3:15). Are you set for the defense of
the gospel?

3) Could it be that we are afraid
to speak up on various doctrinal
issues because we fear that we
might lose some of our close friends?
Revelation 21:8 states, “But the fear-
ful...shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brim-
stone: which is the second death.”
Are our friendships more important
to us than Truth? To whom do we
owe our loyalty — God or friends?
Who and what will judge you in the
last day (see John 12:48)?

4) Could it be that we are afraid
to speak up because of a family
member [who was a good person,
either living or deceased] we feel we
would be “condemning” in so doing?
The apostle Matthew wrote, “Think
not that I am come to send peace on

earth: I came not to send peace, but a
sword. For I am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and
the daughter in law against her
mother in law. And a man’s foes
shall be they of his own household.
He that loveth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me: and he
that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me. And he
that taketh not his cross, and fol-
loweth after me, is not worthy of me”
(Matt. 10:34-38).

5) Could it be that we are afraid
to speak up because we feel we
would no longer be accepted by the
so-called “in-crowd?” Was Jesus con-
cerned about such? No! Then neither
should we! Then, there are those
among us who seem to “go-along-to-
get-along.” Timothy was told in 2
Timothy 4:2, “Preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine.” The phrase,
“be instant in season, out of season”
has the connotation of preaching the
truth when people want to hear it
and also when they do not!

There is absolutely no place in
the Lord’s church for spiritual cow-
ards! It is high time for all of us
to stand up and speak out on
behalf of the truth. Can the Lord
count on you?
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Occurre

ccording to the Max King doc-

rine, we read:

There is no time period between

the fall of Jerusalem and the

second coming of Christ. They
are synchronous events time-
wise. ... There is no scriptural
basis for extending the second
coming of Christ beyond the fall
of Judaism. (The Spirit of

Prophecy, p.81, 105).

In his debate with Gus Nichols,
King said:

I affirm the VISIBLE coming of

Jesus Christ in the destruction

of Jerusalem. And I affirm the

ACTUAL coming, and the REAL

coming of Jesus Christ in the

destruction of Jerusalem (p.48).

... I affirm that Jesus came

REALLY and TRULY and

ACTUALLY and VISIBLY the

second time (p.49)!

As with the other points of
departure from the Truth in the
Kingism Cult, the idea of the Lord’s
second and final coming occurring in
A.D. 70 is shocking and shameful.
And, like the other points we have
examined, is easily shown to be
utterly false from the Scriptures.

That the second coming of Christ
has NOT occurred and is yet in the
future is clearly set forth in many
passages. We shall examine a few.

Hebrews 9:28 is the only text
that specifically uses the word “sec-
ond” in referring to the Lord’s com-
ing again after He left the earth in
Acts 1:9-11. “So Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin
unto salvation.” The Lord’s appear-
ance the “first time” was a literal
appearance. He shall appear the
“second time” in a literal appear-
ance. His second appearance will not
be a spiritual or figurative appear-
ance.

The Lord will come the “second

time” to: raise the dead (John 5:28-
29; Acts 24:15), judge the world
(Matt. 25:31-46; Rom. 14:10- 12; Acts
17:31), sentence the wicked (2 Thess.
1:7-9), reward the righteous (Rev.
22:2; Matt. 25:46), and deliver up
the kingdom (church) to the Father
(1 Cor. 15:24). According to Kingism,
all these have already taken place in
AD. 70!

Let’s note what the Bible says
will occur when the Lord comes
again. If these things have not come
to pass, then we know the Lord has
not come again. That ought to be
simple enough.

First Corinthians 15:23-24
says that when the Lord comes
again, “Then cometh the end,
when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule
and all authority and power.” The
kingdom is His church. And, since
the church/kingdom is still in exis-
tence today, the Lord either has not
come or failed to do that which this
verse says He would do. The Lord’s
purpose cannot fail. Therefore, the
Lord has not come!

This passage also says that
when He comes He would “have put
down all rule and all authority and
all power.” However, authorities and
powers still exist today and remain
under the influence of Satan (cf.
Eph. 6:12). Therefore, the Lord has
not come.

Further, the text here says the
Lord will raise the dead — all will be
“made alive” (v.22) at His coming
(v.23). Yet, the cemeteries are still
full and mourners continue to bury
their dead day by day. Therefore, the
Lord has not come.

In Philippians 3:20-21 we
read, “For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his

glorious body, according to the work-
ing whereby he is able even to subdue
all things unto himself.” The Lord is
now in heaven and has a glorious
body — not the body He had on
earth. When He comes again, He
will change our vile body, the body
we have now, to be like His — a glo-
rious body (cf. 1 Cor. 15:35-54). But,
we still have our vile body — the
body of our humiliation, our low
estate. Therefore, the Lord has not
come.

Second Thessalonians 2:1-12,
Some at the church in Thessalonica
apparently had the mistaken idea
that the Lord’s second coming was
“at hand” — that it was near or
soon. Paul wrote them concerning
the “coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (v.1), the “day of Christ” (v.2)
saying, “Let no man deceive you by
any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling
away first...” (v.3). Here is a predic-
tion of a “falling away” — a general
and major departure from the Truth.
The text clearly says the Lord will
not come until this departure from
the Truth comes first. It is believed
this was written in late 53 or early
54 A.D. If the Lord came in 70 A.D.,
then there had to have been a
“falling away” — an apostasy — of
the Lord’s church between 54 A.D.
and 70 A.D. There is no record of a
“falling away” during that time.
Therefore, the Lord did not come in
A.D. 70. The “falling away” came, as
we all know, in the forming and exis-
tence of the Catholic Church which
recognized its first pope in 606 A.D.

In Second Thessalonians
chapter one, Paul mentions the
hardships and persecutions inflicted
upon the brethren (vs.4-5). He
reveals there will be a time when
they will be able to rest from such
tribulation when He says, “And to
you who are troubled rest with us,
when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels...” (v.7). When would
they be able to rest? When “the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven”
He will inflict punishment upon
those who “know not God” and those
who “obey not the gospel” (v.8). Are
the saints of God today at rest? Do
they still suffer persecution? Yea
verily! Therefore, the Lord has not
yet come.

In First Corinthians 11:26,
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Paul said, in speaking of the Lord’s
supper, “For as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord’s death till he
come.” One of the purposes of eating
the Lord’s supper is to “shew the
Lord’s death.” How long will the
saints of the church eat the supper?
They will eat it “¢ill he come.” Do we
eat the Lord’s supper today? Yes.
Therefore, the Lord has not come. If
He came in A.D. 70, then saints of
God have no business eating the
Lord’s supper today. Do those who
espouse the King doctrine eat the
Lord’s supper? Yes.

John 14:1-3 holds great signifi-
cance to the subject of the second
coming. Jesus said, “In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye

may be also.” Jesus said when He
comes again He would receive the
disciples to be with Him in that
place He was preparing for them.
That place was in heaven, not on
earth, for He said “I go” and “I will
come again.” Are we now in heaven
or on earth? We are on earth. There-
fore, the Lord has not come.

Matthew 25:31-46 describes the
judgment scene that will take place
“when the Son of man shall come.”
“All nations” will be gathered before
the Lord to be judged. Were all
nations gathered in Jerusalem in
A.D. 70? Were those living in North
and South America there? They are
a part of all nations (cf. Rev. 5:9;
14:6). No, they were not there. The
scene described in Matthew 25 has
not yet occurred. Therefore, the Lord
has not come.

Revelation 1:7 says, “Behold,
he cometh with clouds; and every
eye shall see him, and they also

which pierced him: and all kin-
dreds of the earth shall wail because
of him. Even so, Amen.” When the
Lord “cometh with clouds,” every
eye, every person, would see him.
Have you seen the Lord coming in
the clouds? Neither have 1. There-
fore, the Lord has not come.

Matthew 186:27 says, “For the
Son of man shall come in the glory
of his Father with his angels; and
then he shall reward every man
according to his works.” Have all
men/women been rewarded for their
works? The very fact that people
continue to live on this globe is evi-
dence that such has not occurred.
You nor I have been rewarded
according to our works. Therefore,
the Lord has not come.

Need we continue? How many
verses will it take to convince you
that the Lord’s second coming is yet
future, not in the past?

5th of 6 parts

any today are confused
Mabout miracles and the

miraculous gifts that were
given in the first century church.
This confusion is brought about
because many have not rightly divid-
ed the Word of Truth (2 Tim. 2:15).
Passages are taken out of context in
order to bring things of another time
into our time.

In Exodus 3 (in the matter of the
burning bush that was not con-
sumed) God worked a miracle to
impress upon Moses that God was
the one speaking. God worked more
miracles to convince the Egyptians
and the Israelites that Moses and
Aaron were sent from God to deliver
the Israelites (Exod. 4:1-9). He per-
formed even more miracles to con-
vince Pharach to let the people go
and to get the Israelites to follow
Moses.

We read of many other miracles
in the Old Testament, such as the
healing of Naaman’s leprosy. In 2
Kings 5:8, we see one effect of this
miracle. Elisha said, “Let him come
now to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel.” Mira-

MIRACLES

Charles Ivie

cles were done to show God’s power
and thereby prove that one was sent
from God.

There was the same purpose for
miracles in the New Testament.
Jesus did many miracles to show
that he was sent from God. Some,
seeing these miracles, believed, and
some did not. Since miracles would
not always exist, some of Jesus’ mir-
acles were written down so we, who
have not seen miracles, would
believe (John 20:30,31).

When the church was first
established, the apostles performed
miracles and bestowed miraculous
gifts upon others (by laying on of
their hands, Acts 8:18) in order to
show that they were sent from God
and were speaking the inspired
Word of God (Mark 16:16-20).

These miracles and gifts were
only meant to guide the Christians
until the Word was complete. Paul
said these miracles and gifts would
cease (1 Cor. 13:8-10). The knowl-
edge (which was “in part” because
each person only spoke as God
directed) was to cease. The prophe-
cies and tongues also were to cease.

But, when were they to cease?
Notice what the text says.

At the time of the writing of
First Corinthians, Paul said knowl-
edge was “in part” (v.9). Yet in the
next verse (v.10) he continued, “But
when that which is perfect (complete)
is come, then that which is in part
will be done away.” The knowledge
that was “in part” became complete
when the New Testament was com-
pleted. James describes God’s Word
as “the perfect law of liberty” (James
1:25). John wrote the book of Revela-
tion in approximately 96 A.D., and
since that time, no miracles can be
demonstrated by undeniable evi-
dence.

Paul says in Ephesians 4:11-14
that the miraculous gifts were given
to build up the body of Christ till
“we all come in the unity of the
faith” unto a perfect (complete or
mature) man. Upon the completion
of the New Testament, God had
given all that was necessary for us to
become complete.

Therefore, the miracles were
done to confirm the word (Mark
16:20). The Word has been con-


















