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Thou Wast As One Of Them

Rocky Craig

If you are one of those brethren whose feathers get ruffled over
“negative” sermons, name calling, and brotherhood journals whose
main purpose is to refute error and expose false teachers, your hands
are as guilty of the spiritual seduction of the Lord’s beloved bride as the
most active and aggressive “change agent” among us.

n Thursday, March 7,
1996, the Tyler Morning
Telegraph ran an article
entitled “Girl Finally Helped
After Attack Ignored.” The article
tells about the sexual assault of
two young girls in broad daylight
“on a busy street during rush-
hour traffic.” This heinous act of
hellishness is sickening enough
but to top it all off the article
quoted one of the girls as saying,
“People going by heard me, but
they just looked.” As a matter of
fact the article said, “dozens of
passers-by ignored her screams.”
Stephene Ybarra, the one man
who cared enough to stop the
attackers said, “I couldn’t believe
no one would help little girls.”
Saddened and sickened by
the uncaring indifference of those
who stood by the way side, my
mind reflected upon the Bride of
Christ (Rev. 21:9), the church
that he purchased with his own
blood (Acts 20:28). Today, she is
being raped by liberalism,
denominationalism, antism and
every other false way while

brethren stand quietly by. One of
the sins of the Edomites rebuked
by Obadiah was this same sin of
inactive indifference. “In the day
that thou stoodest on the other
side, in the day that the strangers
carried away captive his forces
and foreigners entered into his
gates, and cast lots upon
Jerusalem, even thou wast as one
of them” (Obadiah 11). Because
they stood on the other side and
refused to raise a helping hand,
notice what the inspired writer
said, “Thou wast as one of them.”
What especially boggles my mind
is that some of our brethren, who
are standing quietly straddling
the fence, will bail off their lofty
position of indifference and
attack with enthusiasm those
who care enough to defend the
truth (cf. Jude 3). Brethren who
love God (John 14:15) and the
church enough to expose error
and those teaching such error (2
Thess. 3:6; Rom. 16:17; Eph.
5:11) are often the object of
ridicule by those who speak
“proudly in the day of distress”

(Obadiah 12). Brotherhood jour-
nals which keep us updated on
the current digression among us
are viewed as being “too nega-
tive” by some misguided individ-
uals. Those who follow the exam-
ple or pattern the apostle Paul
left for us to follow and com-
manded us to follow by inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.
11:1), are called unloving, broth-
erhood watchdogs, brother-bash-
er, etc! The apostle Paul saw the
need to call names on numerous
occasions (2 Tim. 2:1; 4:14; 1
Tim. 1:20). I wonder if Stephene
Ybarra, the man who physically
stopped the rapist, is called a
“brother-basher” or a “watchdog?”
Or, is it the case that by some
perverted, illogical reasoning,
they view stopping crime on the
street okay while abhor stopping
spiritual crime and false doctrine
in the church?

A brother in Christ that
ought to know better recently
told me that one of our brother-
hood journals, which cares
enough about the bedy of Christ
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to rebuke sin (Rev. 3:19), reprove
error (Eph. 5:11), and mark false
teachers (Rom. 16:17), was “ust
hunting something to argue
about.” Let me show you an
inspired command to “hunt
something to argue about.”
“Beloved, when I gave all dili-
gence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you and
exhort you that ye should earnest-
ly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints”
(Jude 3). Jude went on to say,
“"For there are certain men crept
in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemna-
tion, ungodly men, turning the
grace of our God into lascivious-
ness, and denying the only Lord
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Likewise also these filthy dream-
ers defile the flesh, despise
dominion, and speak euvil of dig-
nities. "Woe unto them! for they
have gone in the way of Cain...
These are spots in your feasts of

charity, when they feast with you,
feeding themselves without fear:
clouds they are without water,
carried about of winds; trees
whose fruit withereth, without
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by
the roots; ®Raging waves of the
sea, foaming out their own
shame; wandering stars, to whom
is reserved the blackness of dark-
ness for ever” (Jude
4,8,11a,12,13). Brethren, this is
some very pointed and, according
to some, downright “negative”
language. What was wrong with
Jude, didn’t he love his brother?
The liberals will have to admit
that there were inspired “broth-
er-bashers” and “brotherhood
watchdogs” in the first century (3
John 9; 2 Tim. 1:20; 4:14). Unless
of course they deny the inspira-
tion of the scriptures.

Brethren, I hope I've made a
point. The blood-bought body of
Christ is being defiled at the
rapist’s hands. She is being plun-
dered by false doctrine and rav-

aged by unauthorized practices
(Col. 3:17). If you are one of those
brethren whose feathers get ruf-
fled over “negative” sermons,
name calling, and brotherhood
journals whose main purpose is
to refute error and expose false
teachers, your hands are as
guilty of the spiritual seduction
of the Lord’s beloved bride as the
most active and aggressive
“change agent” among us. As you
stand silently “on the other side”
[except for criticizing those who
care enough to correct (Rev.
3:19)], the most precious and
divine institution is being literal-
ly torn asunder. As you stand on
the fence, remember the words of
Obadiah, “Thou wast as some of
them” (Obadiah 11). You are
guilty by proxy! Brethren, God
forbid! “Let the redeemed of the
Lord say so” (Psalm 107:2).

22570 Old Tyler Highway
Troup, Texas 75789

Top Seven Reasons
“Not” To Attend Heartland ‘96

his is a variation of the title

I of a page in a recent bul-

letin of the Westlake

Church of Christ to advertize the

upcoming “Heartland” workshop

to be conducted in Indianapolis
July 10-13, 1996.

In Westlake’s bulletin, seven
of the scheduled speakers are
listed with the title of their
assigned lessons and a short
summary of the theme of each
lesson. According to this article,
these seven speakers are the “top
seven reasons” for attending this
workshop. ‘

In this article we shall look at
the top seven reasons for “NOT”
attending this effort.

John M. Grubb

1. The speakers on this
program are a reason for not
attending this workshop. This
year’s speakers include: Mike
Cope, Rubel Sbelly, Marvin
Phillips, Jim Woodroof, Bob
Hendren, Harold Redd and
Paul Watson. For those who are
informed, most of these names
are very familiar. Mike Cope
and Rubel Shelly are the edi-
tors of Wineskins. This paper is
leading the way in attempting to
change the direction of the
church. One article in this maga-
zine questioned the purity of the
mother of dJesus. Marvin
Phillips is involved in the Tulsa
Workshop and has taught classes

in a Christian Church college.
Jim Woodroof is well known for
his false position on marriage-
divorce-remarriage, as well as his
latest book, The Church in Tran-
sition. This book is just another
in the effort to promote “unity-in-
diversity.” Bob Hendren fits
into this group very comfortably.
During the 1970’s and 1980’s, he
often appeared on programs with
those leading the Crossroads
Movement. P’'m not familiar with
Paul Watson and Harold
Redd, but they indicate, by their
participation in this effort, they
are in fellowship and agreement
with these false teachers.

2. Another reason for
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“not” attending is: We would
have fellowship with false
teachers. The Bible teaches:
*“Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the
Son. “If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: "'For
he that biddeth him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John
9-11). The “doctrine of Christ”
does not simply mean the doc-
trine about Christ, but the teach-
ing that comes from Christ.
When Jesus warned the disciples
concerning the Pharisees and
Sadducees, “Then understood
they how that he bade them not
beware of the leaven of bread, but
of the doctrine of the Pharisees
and of the Sadducees” (Matt.
16:12). The “doctrine of the Phar-
isees and of the Sadducees” does
not mean the doctrine about the
Pharisees and Sadducees, but the
teaching that comes from them.
Paul added: "“Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to
the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them. "*For
they that are such serve not our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair
speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple” (Rom. 16:17-18). “And
have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).

To support this workshop is
to violate these passages.

3. These kinds of work-
shops let the wolves into the
sheepfold. Paul said to the
elders of Ephesus, *“Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you over-
seers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his
own blood. *For I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. *°Also of your

own selves shall men arise, speak-
ing perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. *'Therefore
watch, and remember, that by the
space of three years I ceased not
to warn every one night and day
with tears” (Acts 29:28-30).
Elders are the shepherds of the
flock. These false teachers are
“ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15-
20). Faithful shepherds would
never allow the wolves inside the
sheepfold. In speaking of the
work of elders, Paul said: *“Hold-
ing fast the faithful word as he
hath been taught, that he may be
able by sound doctrine both to
exhort and to convince the gain-
sayers. "For there are many
unruly and vain talkers and
deceivers, specially they of the cir-
cumcision: '"Whose mouths must
be stopped, who subvert whole
houses, teaching things which
they ought not, for filthy lucre’s
sake” (Titus 1:9-11). When elders
allow and even encourage their
members to attend this kind of
effort, they are not fulfilling their
obligations to God.

4. Faithful congregations
and Christians do not sup-
port this kind of workshop.
Garfield Heights, Shelbyville
Road, West Newton, and possi-
bly a few other congregations in
the city of Indianapolis do not
support this workshop. There are
other congregations in the state
of Indiana who refuse to have a
part in this workshop. These con-
gregations are trying to set the
proper example to others by “not
bidding godspeed” to this effort.

5. We should speak out
against efforts that are being
made to change the church
into “a denomination among
denominations.” The church is
not a denomination (Matt. 16:18;
Eph. 4:3-6)! Again, we urge
brethren not to support this
effort and to speak out against it.
If you are meeting with a congre-
gation which continues to sup-
port false teachers and their
teachings, we urge you to speak
to the elders about these matters.

If they will not hear, we urge you
to “come out from among them” (2
Cor. 6:14-7:1).

6. We need to use our
influence for good, not evil. It
is not easy to take a stand for the
truth. We need to make sure we
are using our influence for good,
not for evil. To support this work-
shop is to use our influence for
evil.

7. As the song says, “I've
Got Better Things To Do.” The
last reason we give in this article
for not attending this workshop
is that we can use our time in
better ways. Instead of going to
this kind of workshop, choose a
faithful lectureship or mission
forum that features speakers
who are true to the Book. Use
your funds to support the preach-
ing of the gospel to a lost and
dying world.

There will be a number of
brethren who will attend this
workshop. Some will attend
because they do not know the
reasons for staying away. It is our
hope that this article will give
some of them time to pause and
reflect upon lending their good
name and influence to an effort
that does not promote New Tes-
tament Christianity.

2842 Shelby St.
Indianapolis, IN 46203
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Whose Dirty Laundry?

hurches of Christ are in try-

ing times. Pressure from the

world has caused many con-
gregations to compromise. Worldli-
ness and false teaching are ram-
pant, dividing and injuring the
body of Christ.

What should members, espe-
cially elders and preachers, do
about these internal problems?
Most agree that we should deal
with them. But some are advocat-
ing a “hush-hush” approach. Their
popular cliche is, “Don’t air your
dirty laundry before the world.”
Deal with the problems, they
advise, but don’t let outsiders
know about this internal strife.
They contend that people will be
discouraged from becoming mem-
bers of the church if they hear that
we have such problems.

It is true that we do not need
to broadcast every church problem
to the world. But some points of
division are of such a public and
damaging nature that they need to
be addressed before outsiders. In
fact, some of our laundry has
become so dirty that outsiders are
airing it for us.

Edward Fudge in The Fire
That Consumes teaches that hell is
temporary and that the wicked
will be annihilated. Fudge is a
member of the Bering Drive
Church of Christ in Houston,
Texas. Robert A. Peterson, an elder
in the Presbyterian church, called
Fudge “a churches of Christ lay-
man” who is a “false witness” on
the subject of hell.' Robert A.
Morey, preacher for the New Life
Bible Church, called Fudge’s doc-
trine “feeble” and “absurd.”™ Sever-
al churches of Christ endorse and
participate in Promise Keepers, an
interdenominational men’s move-
ment that promotes fellowship
with anyone who merely believes
that Jesus is God’s Son. Max
Lucado, preacher for the Oak
Hills Church of Christ in San
Antonio, Texas, was a key speaker
at the 1996 Promise Keepers gath-

Kerry Duke

ering in Atlanta. Rubel Shelly,
preacher at the Woodmont Hills
church of Christ in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, said that “God was the
author of the event.”™ Jack
Stephens, preacher for the Open
Bible Fellowship Church in Colum-
bus, Ohio wrote a scathing rebuke
of Promise Keepers.* He said “the
atmosphere is anything but spiri-
tual” at these hyped events and
criticized the movement’s ecumeni-
cal stance.

Another apostate movement in
churches of Christ is the A. D. 70
doctrine. This teaching made popu-
lar by Max King, asserts that the
second coming of Christ, the resur-
rection and the judgment were all
fulfilled in the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70. A Christian
church journal recently denounced
this teaching as “a doctrine of no
hope and a supplanter of the
blessed hope of the church.”

The dirty laundry of the apos-
tate Boston Church of Christ has
been aired on the national televi-
sion program 20/20 and by various
information groups including the
Chicago-based Cult Awareness
Network.

Much of the false teaching in
churches of Christ is not being
done in a corner. Its promoters are
using television, radio, books, and
other public channels to spread
their error. They have already
shown the world their dirty laun-
dry! If these preachers have pro-
moted their error before the world,
then it is incumbent upon us to
refute this error before the world.
If we are really concerned about
what the world thinks of us,
should we not let them know that
we do not agree with their error?

1 do not think less of a religious
group when it is open about its
problems. In fact, I appreciate
their forthrightness. I may not
agree with them on many points,
but I respect their courage in
exposing doctrines that are mani-
festly false. Martin Luther aired

the dirty laundry of the Catholic
church, and even those who do not
fellowship the Lutheran church
praise him for this exposure. The
Southern Baptist Convention
wrestled with division over the
inerrancy of Scripture and the role
of women in the 1980’s. These con-
troversies were highly publicized.
Similarly, a former preacher of the
First Baptist Church in Dallas,
Texas, recently wrote a book expos-
ing the politics and corruption in
this large denominational church.
Most mainline denominations are
experiencing division over issues
such as homosexuality and abor-
tion. Yet we do not criticize these
groups when they publicly con-
demn their own for upholding
these sins. We do not say, “They
should keep their dirty laundry to
themselves.”

God did not keep the false
teaching and open sin of the
Israelites a secret from other
nations. He warned that Israel
would become “a byword among all
people” if they departed from Him
(1 Kings 9:6-9). The Babylonians
knew about the internal problems
of Judah, and they respected Jere-
miah for his courage in exposing
his people (Jer. 39:11-12; 40:1-4).

The same is true in the New
Testament. When Ananias and
Sapphira died because of their sin,
“great fear came upon all the
church, and upon as many as
heard these things” (Acts 5:11).
Public knowledge of this internal
church problem caused the fear of
God to come upon outsiders. Also,
non-Christians visited the worship
assemblies of the church in the
New Testament (1 Cor. 14:23-25).
Since the preacher is to reprove
and rebuke those in sin, including
members (2 Tim. 4:2), is not this
“airing dirty laundry” before non-
members?

Those who make the dirty
laundry plea are often inconsis-
tent. Some of them speak and
write publicly against those of us
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who publicly expose false brethren.
Can you reconcile their actions
with their words? They air “dirty
laundry” concerning the airing of
dirty laundry!

The world knows more about
us than we sometimes realize.
Denominational preachers, in pub-
lic debates with gospel preachers,
have for years delighted in expos-
ing division in the church. Commu-

nities are well aware that some
churches of Christ are anti-cooper-
ation. And, now they are hearing
good words and fair speeches from
the voices and pens of preachers
among us. God forbid that we
should sweep these problems
under a rug.
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as “a word or expression accepted

as a figurative or symbolic substi-
tute for another word or expression.”
This term is of importance to Bible stu-
dents in that the Bible frequently
employs synonyms in its pages. For
example, the term “church” is called “the body,” “the
kingdom,” “the bride of Christ,” “a vineyard.” Each of the
terms have reference to the same institution, the
church, but emphasize different aspects of it.

Synonyms are used in regard to many persons or
subjects. The synonyms we wish to discuss in this arti-
cle are those connected with the gospel. This study is
much needed in the church today for some are teaching
there is a distinction to be made between the gospel and
some of its synonyms. But the fact is, that when the
Bible uses either the word “gospel” or one of its syn-
onyms, it has reference to the same thing, as the very
definition of the synonym tells us. What are some of the
synonyms for “the gospel?”

One term synonymous with the gospel is “doc-
trine.” “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4:16). Would
any dare contend that the doctrine is not the same as
the gospel?

“The faith” is another synonym for the gospel.
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 3).

Another word synonymous with gospel is “law.”
Paul wrote these words to the saints in Rome. “For the
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2).

Another word for gospel is “truth.” Jesus said, “And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). Our Lord himself confirmed this paral-
lel in John 17:17. “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth.”

Another synonym is “covenant.” “But now he is the
mediator of a better covenant, which was established
upon better promises” (Heb. 8:6).

Along this same line of discussion, we want to point
out the synonymous ways of stating the phrase, “obedi-

The dictionary defines “synonym”

Gospel
Synonyms

Victor M. Eskew

ence to the gospel.”

One way is seen in the expression
“abide in the doctrine.” “Whosoever
transgresseth and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son” (2 John 9).

“Obedient to the faith” is the same as obeying the
gospel. “And the word of God increased; and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a
great company of the priests were obedient to the
faith” (Acts 6:7).

“Continuing in the law” is another like-expres-
sion for obedience to the gospel. “But whoso looketh into
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed” (James 1:25).

“Walking in truth” is another synonymous phrase
for obedience to the gospel. Second John 4 reads: “I
rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in
truth, as we received a commandment from the Father”

The statement “doing the word,” is also a repre-
sentation of obedience to the gospel. “But be ye doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own
selves” (James 1:22).

These phrases need to be studied just like the vari-
ous words for gospel need to be studied. Some preachers
and teachers are attempting to draw lines between
these expressions. They would have us believe that
obeying the gospel and walking in truth are not the
same. They preach we are to obey the gospel to be
saved, but that we do not have to continue in the law of
Christ to be saved. Such is foolishness. For if one obeys
the gospel, he is also doing all of the other actions noted
above. If not, why not? They are all synonymous phras-
es.

We need to be very attentive as we listen to the
gospel being proclaimed. We need to be as the noble
Bereans and search the scriptures to see whether the
things which are spoken are so. Many today are
attempting to make simple things difficult. Their
attempts are leading to confusion and false teaching.
Let each of us study (2 Tim. 2:15), and then stand on the
bedrock of truth!

400 Cherry Rd.
Paragould, AR 72450
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Living Waters Of Life

dren of Israel in Rephidim, a

place without substance for
survival. Would it be a small thing
for the God in heaven to provide
substance for his people? They
had already witnessed his mighty
hand in action as he dealt with
Pharach and delivered his people
from bondage. Yet, we see the
Israelites chiding Moses, murmur-
ing and tempting Jehovah in the
wilderness. They cried, “Wherefore
is this that thou hast brought us
up out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and our cattle with thirst”
(v.3)?

In accordance with the Abra-
hamic promise, God vouchsafed a
miracle for a permanent supply of
water during the Hebrew’s abode
in Sinai. Moses was commanded
to go before the people, with the
elders, and smite the rock in
Horeb and water flowed out of it.
This place was now referred to as
Massah (temptation) and Meriba
(chiding or strife) in memory of
the Hebrew’s rebellion and their
doubting Jehovah’s presence
among them.

Deuteronomy 9:21 discusses
the “brook that descended out of
the mount.” In retrospect the
psalmist wrote, “He clave the rocks
in the wilderness, and gave them
drink out of the great depths. He
brought streams also out of the
rock, and caused waters to run
down like rivers” (Psalm 78:15-16).
And, again in Psalm 105:41 we
read, “He opened the rock, and the
waters gushed out; they ran in the
dry places like a river.” We should
not be surprised to learn that the
rock followed them as they jour-
neyed in the wilderness. Further,
Paul informs us “that rock was
Christ” (1 Cor. 10:4). We have a
wonderful illustration of a gra-
cious, merciful, benevolent God
caring for his people in a place in
which they could not care for
themselves.

We, too, live in a place in

In Exodus 17 we find the chil-

Darrell Broking

which we are unable to care for
ourselves spiritually. What a
blessing to know that that rock,
Christ, still follows us today.
Jesus, the benevolent one, offers
mankind “living water” (John
4:10). Water of which the con-
sumer “shall never thirst” (John
4:14). Those arrayed in white are
led by the Lamb to these “living
fountains of waters” (Rev. 7:13-17).
Without this water, mankind will
dry up and wither away into the
second death, of which no one will
overcome. Let us consider two
points as we analyze these
thoughts.

First, as Revelation bears out,
only those arrayed in white will
enjoy this fountain of life. Man in
sin is portrayed in Isaiah as “an
unclean thing.” Isaiah continues
his inspired description by stating,
“all our righteousness are as filthy
rags” (Isa. 64:6). Isaiah’s simili-
tude is rectified by the metaphor
of Revelation 7:14. That is to say
that our rags are washed clean
and made white in the Lamb’s
blood. Peter said that man purifies
his soul “in obeying the truth” (1
Peter 1:22). The pattern or form
by which this purification is
accomplished is written for us in
Romans 6:1-6,16-17. Therefore, in
righteousness, Peter was able to
declare that “baptism doth also
now save us.” Only one baptized
into Christ can enjoy this living
water.

Second, we need to be ever
mindful that the unrepentant
murmurers perished in the
wilderness. The wilderness wan-
dering was a shadow of our Chris-
tian sojourn on this earth. In
order for a Christian to enjoy this
living water for evermore, he must
live faithfully to the end. The

cares of this life should never -

come between the Christian and
God. The Devil is extremely good
at his art of deception. He places a
great deal of pressure on the
Christian to forsake assembling

with other saints. Excuses are
freely supplied why one cannot
attend Bible classes and worship
services. The Devil knows that as
he begins to separate a Christian
from the congregation, the Christ-
ian begins to die. Physically, we
could make similar application to
a man being separated from his
water supply.

As the child of God begins to
remove himself from his source of
substance, he begins to murmur,
complain and tempt the Lord.
Chiding is then rendered against
the Lord’s elders, Bible class
teachers, the preaching and wor-
ship services. All of this is the
fruit of rejecting the Lord.

I realize that faithful atten-
dance alone does not constitute
fidelity to God. Equally true is the
fact that slothful attendance
(Wednesday evening and Bible
studies included) is the fruit of
infidelity. When one has a bad day
at work and decides that he is too
upset to attend services, he is
dying spiritually. When one rea-
sons that family pressures take
precedent over the Lord’s church,
he is quenching his thirst for
truth. Will a man go for days with-
out consuming water because he is
tired, lazy, unhappy, or simply too
busy to stop for a drink? Only if
suicide is on his mind. We should
have the same conception with the
spiritual side of life.

The bodies of the unfaithful
were strewn across the wilder-
ness. Man should learn from the
mistakes of long ago. Our merciful
God is supplying us with the
opportunity to drink of that rock
and live for evermore. Each person
cutting himself off from the Lord’s
merciful hand will be strewn into
the second death. Let us as Chris-
tians live faithfully to the very end
and receive that crown of life (Rev.
2:10).

P.O. Box 1385
Gilbert, AZ 85299
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11th Annual
SEEK THE OLD PATHS

LECTURESHIP
July 28-Aug. 1, 1996 (Alwayd the 4th Sunday in July)

The Seven Churches oana " Revelation chapters 2 €3 3

SUNDAY, JULY 28 7:00  Thou Hast Left Thy First Love (2:4) ........... Eddy Craft
9:45 The Historical Background 8:00 Remember From Where Thou
of the Seven Churches............cccueeeencas Windell Fikes Art Fallen (2:5; 3:3)...ccccecvcrcnnnnnsinnisissons Wayne Coatls
10:35 Where Satan’s Seat Is —
Descriptions of Satan (2:9,13; 3:9) ...Jim Blankenship | WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
7:00 | have Not Found Thy Works Perfect 9:00 Thou Hast A Name that Thou Livest
Before God (3:2) ....c.ocevvvuevevurrrreranns Garland Robinson And Art Dead (3:1).....cnvnccnnnnnninnniininns Jimmy Bates
8:00 The Church Today Is Seen In The 10:00 | Have Set Before Thee
7 Churches of Asia Ed Casteel An Open Door (3:8) ......ccccvveeevrmnnercnrinnnnns Dean Fugett
11:00 | Wili Give Unto Everyone Of You
MONDAY, JULY 28 According To Your Works (2:23) ........... David Morton
9:00 He That Hath Ears To Hear, Let Him Hear 1:30 Repent or Else (2:5,16) .......ccceoeeeveeerervennnne Terry Cole
(2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22) .....cocereeceeeeenenen. Nat Evans 2:30 Difficult Expressions: The Angel of the Church
10:00 The Doctrine of Balaam (2:14) .............. Wayne Smith (2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14), Tribulation 10 Days
11:00 He...Who Walketh in the Midst of the (2:10), Deeds & Doctrine of the Nicolaitanes
Seven Golden Candlesticks (2:1).......... Ken Burleson (2:6,15), Come Quickly (2:5,16; 3:11),
1:30 Them Which are Evil...Thou Hast New Name (2:7; 3:12), Great Tribulation
Tried Them (2:2).....ccceceeeereeuerrucnn. Ronnie Whittemore (2:22) c.ccniiiiicrirsnenesesrnsnsererens Richard Guill
2:30 | Know Thy Works — Jesus Knows 3:30  Thou Shalt Not Know What Hour
(2:2,9,13,19; 3:1,8,15) c.ocouvurrerrencrrrnnnnn Wayne Cox | Will Come Upon Thee (3:3) ......ccccereennee Phil Jenkins
3:30 That Woman Jezebel And Her Influence 7:00 | Counsel Thee (3:18) (When Jesus
(2:20) “ Alan Adams Counsels We Better Listen)........ccceeene Sidney White
7:00  Fear None of those Things Thou 8:00 | Stand At The Door & Knock (3:20).......Charles Blair
Shalt Suffer (2:10)................. Gilbert Gough
8:00 When Jesus says... “Thou Art” (2:5,9; THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
3:1,15,16,17) ccvvrnnrinirinnns James Boyd 9:.00 Be Watchful (3:2) Everett Spencer
10:00  Thou Hast Kept The Word Of My
TUESDAY, JULY 30 Patience (3:10) ........c......... ..0on Tate
9:00 The Spirit Sayeth: Inspiration 11:00 Thou Art Lukewarm (3:16).............. Stephen D. Fishel
(2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22)....ccce0crrerrnene Richard Carison 1:30  Be Zealous Therefore (3:19)..........cccouuee Calvin Pugh
10:00 To Be Like God We Must Love & Hate 2:30  The Hour of Temptation (3:10j).......... David Lemmons
(3:9,19; 2:6,15)......ccccecrurmvcrcnccnnernrnrirnninnes Virgit Hale 3:30 A Few...Which Have Not Defiled
11:00 Digression Update ‘86 ........................... Wayne Coals Their Garments (3:4) .........cccveeesscaerenns Daniel Wolfram
1:30 1 Will Fight Against Them With The 7:00 Faithful Unto Death — Hold Fast
Sword of My Mouth (2:16).................... Teny Joe Kee {2:10,25; 3:3,11) Ken Burfeson
2:30  Strengthen The Things Which 8:00 He That Overcometh — Rewards of the Righteous
Remain (3:2) ....ccovrvreerrecanresnsrerenerrereesnnes Jerry Joseph (2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21)......c.cecnee.. Charies Leonard
3:30 As Many As | Love | Rebuke
& Chasten (3:19) ...cccceervrvevneviniinnne Toney Smith
Lectureship Speakers: A book is available of the lec-

Windell Fikes, Jim Blankenship, Gariand Robinson, Ed Casteel, Nat Evans, Wayne Smith, Ken tureship for $5.00 postage
Burleson, Ronnie Whittemore, Wayne Cox, Alan Adams, Gilbert Gough, James Boyd, Richard paid. Also, audio tapes ($25
Carlson, Virgil Hale, Wayne Coats, Terry Joe Kee, Jerry Joseph, Toney Smith, Eddy Craft, Jinmy postage paid) and video tapes
Bates, Dean Fugett, David Morton, Terry Cole, Richard Guill, Phil Jenkins, Sidney White, Charles ($60 postage paid) are avail-
Blair, Everatt Spencer, Don Tate, Stephen D. Fishel, Calvin Pugh, David Lemmons, Daniel Wol- ~ able. The church is not

fram, Charles Leonard involved in the sale of any of
’ these materials. You can order
East Corinth Church of Christ, 1801 Cruise St., Corinth, MS 38834, . the book and audio tapes from:
(601) 286-2040 (voice & fax) or 286-6575, Email: jorobin@edubbs.tsei.k12.ms.us Old Paths Publishing, 304 Rip-
. ley St., Corinth, MS 38834 and

Local motels: Tell them you are with East Corinth Church of Christ the video tapes from: Jim
EXECUTIVE INN — Ph. (800) 354-3932, dining room, $29 single, $34 double Green, Rt. 1 Box 427, Dunbar,

COMFORT INN — Ph. (800) 228-5150, no dining room, $38 single, $44 double (sen. cit. disc. 10%) PA 15431.
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NoOT APPLICABLE
BECAUSE OF MIRACLES!?

Robin W. Haley

In the chart that accompanies this brief article below
(entitled Spiritual Gifts,) please note that some contend
that a woman may take a lead in public assemblies
because (as they allege) 1 Corinthians 14, being a special,
miraculous setting, does not apply to any situation today.
Since this is true (they allege), the instructions found
within that chapter do not apply to any situation or per-
son living today.

First, let me respond by saying that 1 Corinthians 14
does not stand alone in this New Testament book. It is
found within a context that began back in chapter 11 and
will include actions which were addressed in chapters 11,
12, 13, and 16. Why leave chapter 14 out? Because of
what the teaching there does to the “justification” offered
which allows women to take a leading role in teaching an
assembly which includes men: it destroys it! If chapter 14
does not apply, what about chapter 11 (Lord’s supper) or
chapter 16 (contribution)?

If it is the case that the presence of miracles in a set-
ting recorded within the Bible indicates that what is
found and taught there does not apply to us nor to any
setting today, there is very little we can learn and use
from the Bible. After all, what setting as found within
the New Testament was not special? Notice from the
chart how many contexts have been affected by this
error.

The great commission is affected by this false con-
cept. How can we do what Mark 16 teaches since mira-
cles were involved? The command from Pentecost is
no longer valid because of the miracles earlier found in
Acts two. The example of the Samaritans is gone
because of the miracles in Acts 8:6-7. The frequency of
the Lord’s supper is affected because of Paul’s inspired
discourse and the raising of Eutychus. Finally, the
explanation of calling on the name of the Lord

being baptism to wash away sins is impaired because
SPIRITUAL GIFTS \

IF THE INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING WOMEN
SPEAKING WITHIN THE ASSEMBLY ARE NOT APPLICA-
BLE BECAUSE FIRST CORINTHIANS 14 WAS SPECIAL
AND SPEAKS OF A MIRACULOUS SETTING...

THEN:
*» MARK 16:15-16 IS NO LONGER APPLICABLE BECAUSE
OF VERSES 17-20

* ACTS 2:36-38 IS NO LONGER APPLICABLE BECAUSE
OF VERSES 1-4

* ACTS 8:12 IS NO LONGER APPLICABLE BECAUSE OF
VERSES 6-7

« ACTS 20:7 IS NO LONGER APPLICABLE BECAUSE OF
VERSE 7 — PAUL'S “DISCOURSE” AND VERSES 8-10,
EUTYCHUS

* ACTS 22:16 IS NO LONGER APPLICABLE BECAUSE OF

of Saul of Tarsus’ healing! Oh, what hash is made of the
Scripture when men try to justify the unjustifiable!

912 E. Teresa

Sapulpa, OK 74066

FINANCIAL...

I always hesitate to mention things about money, but
because 8o many have requested that we do so when it is
needed, I will say a few words about it.The cost of paper is
on the rise again. We buy it by the “skid” to obtain the
best price. Our major cost though is postage involving
more than 60% of expenses. Since we do our own printing
and preparing, there is no way it could be done any cheap-
er than the way we are doing it. So many help us finan-
cially in this good work for which we are so thankful. It
has been a year since we last mentioned finances and so
many helped us at that time. Regrettably, that time has
rolled around again. If you can help us, please do so. This
paper is free to all who request it and will remain free.
The only way it will continue is by free-will contributions

DON'T MISS OUR LECTURESHIP. . .
THE BEST IN THE BROTHERHOODD!

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East Corinth
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is
mailed FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publi-
cation can be found in Jude 3; Il Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1;
il Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published unless other-
wise noted. Articles are also welcomed.
Editor: Garland M. Robinson
Associate Editor: Jimmy Bates

VERSES 11-16 )

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 253
Corinth, MS
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