
“Does the church of Christ
need to be restored?” Not
according to at least two

groups. One group tells us that the
church was never lost; another tells
us that there is nothing to restore.
Respectfully, we disagree, and here
is why:

Mixing biblical metaphors caus-
es some to deny the need for restora-
tion. “After all,” they tell us, “the
church is the people. You cannot
restore the people.” With this group,
we need only to remind them that
God’s spiritual sphere is not only
referred to as the church but the
same body is alluded to, among
other figures, as the kingdom. Hav-
ing viewed the church from the
aspect of a kingdom, this group will
be better able to see the potential of
restoration.

The apostles pled for restoration
of the old kingdom, “When they
therefore were come together, they
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou
at this time restore again the king-
dom to Israel” (Acts 1:6)? We can all
agree that they knew of the principle
of restoring kingdoms. Thus, when
one views the church as the king-
dom, rationale for the plea to return
to that which once existed in pristine
form is evident.

Another principle that shows
that the church or kingdom can be
restored is found in 2 Kings 23.
God’s system of religion deteriorated
under the rule of evil kings and lying

diviners. After being enlightened by
that which was written, godly
princes, prophets and people
returned to the Lord by keeping “the
passover unto the LORD...as it is
written in the book of this covenant”
(2 Kings 23:21). Lest someone
missed it, they kept the Passover “as
it is written”; indeed, as it is written
“in the book of the covenant.” What
these passages tell is that a system
of religion (the church or the king-
dom) can be restored. Obviously, the
Lord was pleased with their return
to His way of righteousness.

What we need now is to under-
stand whether or not the church
needs to be restored. It depends on
the time frame. Has the church of
Christ (the kingdom) ever needed
restoring? Yes. Wayne Jackson is
exactly right when he says “Every
biblical passage that warns of a
‘falling away’ from the faith...con-
tains the implied need for a restora-
tion” (Spiritual Sword, Vol. 23, No.
1). Both Acts 1:6 and 2 Kings 23 ver-
ify brother Jackson’s basic declara-
tion.

After the apostles established
the church on firm footing, false
teachers led many astray, even as
Paul had forewarned (Acts 20; 1
Tim. 4; 2 Tim. 4; 2 Thess. 2). History
shows that the profane so corrupted
the church that pure Christianity
could rarely be detected, possibly
existing only in remote and isolated
spots. Thus, having gone astray, the

kingdom needed to be brought back
to its original condition.

Changing the time frame to
today, we ask, “Does the church
need to be restored today?” Herein
we answer, “No.” However, if provi-
dence allows another falling away,
God’s system of righteousness will
need to be brought back into its
primitive state.

Admittedly, what we have said
up to this time does not fully address
the second group’s opposition to
restoration. Remember they deny
that there is anything to restore.
Listen to one of their proponents. He
says, “The church which the Lord
built is a universal, unstructured
entity which defies limiting pat-
terns.” The writer is saying that no
pattern exists. Dear reader, if there
is no “limiting pattern,” there can be
no falling away.

Did the church in the first centu-
ry have an original condition; that is,
a specific pattern that they followed
and kept? Indeed it did. The apostles
established the church all over the
land, with every congregation follow-
ing the same set of rules. Paul as
much as said this very thing to the
Corinthians, “Timothy...shall put
you in remembrance of my ways
which are in Christ, even as I teach
everywhere in every church” (1 Cor.

(Jeremiah 6:16)
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LoveLines is the bulletin for the
Woodmont Hills congregation
where Rubel Shelly works as

minister. The September 29, 1999
issue (Volume 25, Number 29) has an
article about the fact that Billy Gra-
ham will be holding a crusade in
Nashville in the first week of June,
2000. Here are some excerpts from
that article.

“By now it is likely that you have
heard the news that Billy Graham is
planning an evangelistic crusade for
Nashville in the spring of next year.
This crusade has the potential to be a
significant event in the spiritual life
of many people in our city.” “...Wood-
mont Hills supports the decision of
Dr. Graham and his ministry to be in
Nashville.” “...It is important for the
members of our church family to
understand why we will be enthusi-
astic participants.” “Billy Graham
presents Jesus Christ as mankind’s
only hope for eternal life. ‘My one
purpose in life,’ he insists, ‘is to help
people find a personal relationship
with God, which I believe comes
trough knowing Christ.’ If it is right
to link arms with other believers to
oppose pornography and drugs, sure-
ly it cannot be wrong to join with
them to preach Christ crucified.”
“...The Graham crusade will chal-
lenge the church in Nashville to reap
a harvest of souls to God’s glory.”
“...The invitation to be given each
evening will be for persons to make a
decision to accept Jesus Christ as
their Savior and Lord. Respondents
will then make a self-designating
choice to be counseled about the
meaning of their decision by people
from several different groups. We
will be working closely with the cam-
paign effort to advise those who mark
‘Church of Christ.’ We will also try to
contact such persons with a congre-
gation that can administer to them
appropriately and help them in their
spiritual pilgrimage.” “With the
blessings of our shepherds, Rubel
Shelly is serving as a General Com-

mittee Member on behalf of this out-
reach effort. Several of our shepherds
wrote letters of invitation to Dr. Gra-
ham to encourage him to come to our
city. Training sessions for crusade
workers will be hosted on our proper-
ty. And we ask all of you to pray for
the success of this effort to exalt
Jesus Christ in our great city.”

Far from opposing Billy Graham
as a false teacher, this article was
written to explain why the Woodmont
Hills congregation plans to be “enthu-
siastic participants.” Let’s notice
three things from this quote.

The usage of the term other
“believers” is unfortunate and
unscriptural. Acts 5:14 and 1 Timothy
4:12 use the term believer to refer to
those who are Christians. Other pas-
sages refer to those who believed
(Acts 2:44; 4:32). Just the fact that
someone believes who Jesus is does
not make him a believer. In Matthew
8:29, demons confessed Jesus as God’s
Son. That didn’t make them believers
(in the biblical sense of the word).

It is impossible to join with Billy
Graham to preach Christ crucified
because Billy Graham does not
preach Christ crucified — at least not
in the biblical sense of these words.
In Acts 8:35, Phillip began to preach
to the treasurer of Ethiopia. Luke
records that he preached unto him
Jesus. The very next verse presents
the treasurer as asking if something
stood in the way of him being bap-
tized. Phillip preached that Jesus’
baptism was integral to his message.
But according to the LoveLines arti-
cle, Billy Graham will invite people to
make a decision to accept Jesus
Christ as their Savior and Lord.
Unfortunately, we all know Billy Gra-
ham will not tell people they must be
baptized in order to be saved by
Jesus. At their website, there is a
page on how to become a Christian. It
mentions believing, and receiving a

free gift from God, but it never men-
tions baptism. Billy Graham may
claim to preach Christ, but he doesn’t
do so as Phillip the evangelist did.

This LoveLines article reasons
that if it is right to link arms with
other believers in opposing things
like pornography and drugs, surely it
cannot be wrong to join with them to
preach Christ crucified. The answer
to this is simple. It is not right for the
Lord’s church to link arms with peo-
ple who are not true believers in
opposing sin or in supporting that
which is right. Christians can be part
of the “right to life” movement. Chris-
tians can join community programs
designed to keep kids off drugs. But
Christians cannot join with religious
groups or denominations because
joining with them makes us partak-
ers of their evil. Since no denomina-
tion has God’s authorization, all
denominations are sinful (Col. 3:17).
False teachers like Billy Graham are
to be taken note of and avoided (Rom.
16:17-18). The article uses the term
participants, and this is exactly what
the word fellowship means. It means
sharing or jointly participating. 2
John 9-11 teaches we cannot endorse
the false teacher, for in supporting or
endorsing him we become partaker of
his evil deeds. We cannot support him
just in his good, without that endorse-
ment making us partakers of his evil
also.

As appealing as he is in his
speaking ability, his upright manner
of life, etc., Billy Graham is preaching
a perverted gospel, and he stands as
one who is accursed by God (Gal. 1:6-
9). Should we as God’s children think
that we can stand with such a one
and support him and still hope to
escape the curse ourselves?

1495 E Empire Ave
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

Ted J. Clarke of Mammoth
Spring, Arkansas wrote... “Brethren,
are you crying? Does your heart ache
at this kind of news? We’ve come a
long way from the time one preacher
reportedly cried out to Billy Graham
in one of his crusades, “Why do you
not teach baptism as essential for sal-
vation?” To which Graham reportedly
said, “Well, it seems we have a Camp-
bellite among us. Just go on back to
your own little group,” or words to
that effect.

How long, O, Lord?”
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The verbal obfuscation of liber-
als and their fellow travelers is
keenly focused in the following

from the November issue of the
Christian Chronicle. Lindy Adams’
article reports on the firing of Doug
Varnado at David Lipscomb Uni-
versity because the church where
he preaches now uses instrumental
music. DLU President Steve Flatt
plainly indicates that a decision to
use or exclude mechanical instru-
ments of music in worship rests
upon the “policy” of DLU and a “108-
year tradition,” not necessarily Bibli-
cal authority, and his fellow travel-
er, Chronicle Editor Bailey McBride,
commends his “stand.”

The story contains the following
quote from the Nashville
Tennessean: “If Community church
is going to be an instrumental con-
gregation, that’s not in accord with
our policy,” Lipscomb President
Steve Flatt told the Tennessean.
“Our identity for the last 108 years
has included a cappella.”

Flatt told the Chronicle, “Our
policy is not meant to reflect who is
or is not in the Kingdom. It reflects a
small part of an operating procedure
which best allows Lipscomb to
serve.”

Flatt offers nothing from a Bibli-
cal perspective regarding music in
the church, only a carefully crafted
statement that instrumental music
isn’t “in accord with our policy,” and
is “a small part of our operating pro-
cedure that allows Lipscomb to
serve.” That’s a far cry from the bib-
lical position of N. B. Hardeman who
debated that issue with Ira M.
Boswell in the very shadow of David
Lipscomb College at the Ryman
Auditorium in 1923. Flatt makes
instrumental music a “policy” issue.
Hardeman taught the Truth on it.

The article further said, “Our
policy on a cappella music reflects
our primary constituents,” Flatt told

the Chronicle. 
The implication is that instru-

mental music would be approved at
Lipscomb if their “primary con-
stituents” wanted instrumental
music. This is theological subjec-
tivism, not objective devotion to
God’s Word.

Flatt then sidestepped the issue
with the following statement: “Virtu-
ally all churches of Christ are a cap-
pella, and we don’t need to apologize
for that. There are good reasons for
our stance, including unity and har-
mony on campus.”

How about a lack of Biblical
authority for mechanical instru-
ments? Would Flatt classify that as
one of the “very good reasons for our
stance?” What does he mean by
“unity and harmony on campus?” If
mechanical instruments would pro-
mote the kind of “unity” (union)
called for by the Christian Church,
would that be a good reason to per-
mit its use?

In the same issue, Chronicle
Editor Bailey McBride has high
praise for Flatt for “taking a stand.”
“The issue of instrumental music
has publicly surfaced in Nashville,
Tenn. Steve Flatt and the adminis-
tration of Lipscomb University stood
firmly for a cappella music in wor-
ship in deciding to terminate the
services of Doug Varnado, a visible
and popular teacher of 17 years. (See
story, p.14.) Such a course of action
is never easy, especially when the
spotlight of public scrutiny is certain
to follow. Flatt’s statements to the
press are cautious and cite the 108-
year tradition of a cappella music in
public worship at Lipscomb and
among churches of Christ. We
admire Flatt and his administration
for taking a stand, one that is signif-
icant for Lipscomb and probably
churches of Christ everywhere.”

McBride apparently believes
that citing a “108-year tradition...at

Lipscomb” is taking a significant
stand for Lipscomb and “churches of
Christ everywhere.” I don’t know
about you brethren, but I will teach
the truth on worship (John 4:24) and
the principle God has illustrated
throughout the Bible that added ele-
ments like mechanical instruments
to worship is sin. It has nothing to
do with “tradition” or the preference
of the worshippers. It has everything
to do with respect for God’s authori-
ty.

Circumventing the truth, Flatt
did a devil’s two-step all around the
subject with his partner, Bailey
McBride and said nothing worth of
commendation for “taking a stand.”

308 S Oklahoma Ave.
Elk City, OK 73644 
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Ahab, King of Israel, saw Elijah
the prophet coming to him
and said to the prophet, “Art

thou he that troubleth Israel?” Elijah
replied, “I have not troubled Israel,
but thou, and thy father’s house, in
that ye have forsaken the command-
ment of the Lord, and thou hast fol-
lowed Baalim” (1 Kings 18:18).
Ahab’s house, coupled with his
wicked wife Jezebel, had corrupted
the nation of Israel with idolatry and
in particular the worship of Baal.
Elijah challenges King Ahab to gath-
er the children of Israel together at
mount Carmel. He further chal-
lenge’s Ahab to assemble the four
hundred fifty prophets of Baal,
which was hand picked by the king,
to meet in a contest with the prophet
of God. Elijah went to question the
children of Israel, “How long halt ye
between two opinions? If the Lord be
God, follow him, but if Baal, then
follow him. And the people answered
him not a word” (1 Kings 18:21). Eli-
jah could see that the idolatry poi-
soned the children of Israel. The
false prophets perpetuated this act,
and ultimately Ahab. Elijah chal-
lenges God’s people to decide, or take
a stand for God or Baal. They were
unwilling to decide, how tragic. Eli-
jah and the four hundred fifty false
prophets engaged in a contest where
the prophet Elijah, through the God
of heaven, was victorious. God
showed the false prophets of Baal
who was the true God (1 Kings
18:25-30).

The likeness of the people of
Israel and God’s people today have
many comparisons, not the least of
which is the vacillating or wavering
when it comes to making candid
choices for truth, right, and good-
ness.

1. The church must not waver
when Christian schools seek to
manipulate the local church by
being included in the church budget.
We should be equally concerned
about our sons and daughters when
we place them in their care. Like

ancient Israel that refused to stand
against the false prophets spreading
their poison, so today, many schools
in our brotherhood are subjecting
our young people to error as we
place our children under their care. I
will not make a full-blanket condem-
nation on all of our Christian
schools. However, Jesus said “Ye
shall know them by their fruits”
(Matt. 7:16).

While attending Christian
schools in the late sixties, it was my
opinion that I received an excellent
education and never suspected error
being taught. Accordingly, they have
called upon me to raise money for
Christian colleges and schools of
preaching over an extended period.
We gladly did so and urged others as
well. During the process of time, I
began to learn that some of these
Christian colleges and schools of
preaching were not worthy of my
financial support. This preacher
would hear sad stories from parents
who lamented the sad circumstance
of their son or daughter that lost
their faith at such and such Christ-
ian college. God, the author of all
righteousness, will forever hold the
error that seduced their souls into
account (Acts 17:31). When one
speaks out about these matters, they
usually look upon them as negative.
Yet, if we want to save the souls of
our children and grandchildren, we
must exercise great urgency in view
of the error they will face.

Elders should equally be aware
of the cunning and subtle approach
allowing the college to be a part of
the church budget. Just where is the
Scripture that authorizes the church
to place the college in their budget?
One approach has been to sell the
church on the predisposition that
such support will go to the Bible
department. Even if such were scrip-
turally permissible, which I fail to
find, to what part of the Bible
department would it go?

Several students have visited me
from different Christian colleges and

informed me that students have lit-
erally protested the error being gen-
erated on their college campus. It is
my humble opinion that we should
monitor any Christian school today.
Our young men have some excellent
schools of preaching available if the
church wishes to prepare him to
preach the Gospel. Conversely, they
should avoid some schools of preach-
ing due to error being taught. It is
no secret that the schools of preach-
ing are producing far more preach-
ers than the Christian colleges. We
must guard our sons and daughters
against thinking that attending a
brotherhood school means that we
should blindly accept all that is
taught. We should not accept every-
thing a preacher says just because
he stands in our pulpit. The ancient
Bereans were wise because they ver-
ified or searched the Scriptures to
see if the spoken word was accurate
(Acts 17:11). Just because brethren
operate a school does not mean we
can trust the accuracy of what they
teach as reliable.

2. How long will we be indeci-
sive when it comes to the recre-
ation and entertainment mania
plaguing the church? All too often
we are seeing the church reach fur-
ther into the field of recreation and
cross lines that we have no business
crossing. Many churches in our fel-
lowship have built recreational
structures under the name of, “Fam-
ily Life Centers.” The first time I
saw a “Family Life Center,” was at a
Baptist Church in 1981. Shortly
afterwards, churches of Christ began
to build similar edifices. Millions of
dollars are spent from the church
treasury that provides basketball
courts, volleyball, a place for “Christ-
ian aerobics,” which is beyond my
understanding, a tract for walking,
etc. Some brethren feel the church
must compete with sectarians by
providing entertainment (recreation)
for its membership. The New Testa-
ment offers no authority for such
foolhardy things. I do not believe in
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a “Church of Christ softball team”
any more than a “Church of Christ
bass fishing team.” Fishing, hunting,
or playing softball is not wrong for
members of the church (in and of
themselves). But, dear reader, it is
not the responsibility of the church
to provide such recreation.

The work of the church is con-
fined to three areas: 1) Preaching
the Gospel (Matt. 28:18-20), 2) Edi-
fying the church (Eph. 4:16; Acts
20:32), and 3) Caring for the widows,
orphans, needy, etc. (James 1:27;
Gal. 6:10). Only in these three com-
prehensive areas is the church
authorized to work and use its finan-
cial resources.

3. How much longer will we
remain mute about the role of
women in the church? During the
last two decades or so we have seen
serious inroads of women playing a
more prominent role in churches of
Christ. Many have asserted that her
role has been seriously limited while
others suggest there should be an
open mind to what she may do,
including her participation in the
public worship.

The Nashville Jubilee had
many goals initially, among them
was the use of women in the public
assembly. They invited sister Jane
McWhorter to the initial Jubilee to
speak, she assumed, to a group of
women. When men began to wander
in, this informed sister refused to
teach the class due to men being pre-
sent. I have long admired the
courage and conviction of sister
McWhorter, but for those who had
abandoned the truth and to place
her in that awkward position was
unconscionable.

We have seen this kind of thing
and other digressive practices “wax
worse and worse” just as Paul
declared (2 Tim. 3:13). Paul further
said, “But I suffer (permit) not a
woman to teach, nor to usurp author-
ity over the man, but to be in silence.”
The phrase “over the man,” modifies
“to teach” and “to usurp.” She cannot
teach over the man, nor can she
usurp authority over the man. She
may in a class situation ask a ques-
tion, provided she is not usurping or
taking the authority away from the
male teacher. Scripture mandates
women to teach children and other
women, but deity places a prohibi-
tion upon the woman when it comes

to women teaching men. God forbids
women preachers, elders, deacons,
etc. May we hasten to point out that
Philip “had four daughters, virgins,
which did prophesy” (Acts 21:9). The
daughters of Philip were teachers of
the word of God. Nevertheless, the
Bible forbids women to usurp the
authority over the man.

We are hearing more about
women ushers, women waiting on
the Lord’s Table, women making
announcements, song leaders, and
one can easily understand where all
this mumbo jumbo is heading. The
change agents of the digressive ele-
ment would take us even further
into the mire and morass of aposta-
sy. Jeremiah’s refrain is clear,
“Stand ye in the ways, and see, and

ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein” (Jer.
6:16).

Elijah urged the children of
Israel to take a stand when he said,
“How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? If the Lord be God, then follow
him, and if Baal, follow him...” (1
Kings 18:21). The response of Israel
was no response at all. The similari-
ty between Israel and the church of
today is uncanny in their indiffer-
ence. We urge those who are
engaged in unauthorized activities
to repent and return to the “old
paths.” Conversely, the faithful must
always be “speaking the truth in
love” (Eph. 4:15).

122 Brooks Lane
Somerville, AL 35670
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4:17). Accompanying this teaching
was the warning to remain faithful
to what they had been taught:
“Learn not to go beyond the things
which are written...” (1 Cor. 4:6,
ASV). Now read what Paul said to
Timothy. “Hold to the pattern of
sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13) and, “the
things that thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others also” (2
Tim. 2:2).

Every church was taught the
same thing. Paul did not teach one
set of doctrines to the Corinthians
and then another set to other
churches. An equally firm warning
was given to the Galatians. They
were not to receive anything other
than that which was preached to
them or/and received by them (Gal.
1:8) — no new teaching.

Therefore, the penitent believer
in Corinth did what the penitent
believer in Galatia did to become a
Christian. He/she was born again
(John 3:3-5). Brethren may have
dressed a little differently, talked a
little differently, met at a different
time to publicly praise God, but they
worshipped on the same day and in
the same way (Acts 20:7; John 4:24;
Acts 2:42; Heb. 2:12; 1 Cor. 11-16).
Furthermore, whether in Corinth or
in Ephesus, God’s people lived

according to the standard laid down
in the first century (Titus 2:11-12;
Rom. 12:1-2). Clones one of another?
No, not at all. Followers of the law of
Christ (Gal. 6)? Yes!

Out of the four meanings The
American Heritage Electronic Dic-
tionary supplies for the word
restore, to “bring back to an original
condition” fits exactly what we have
been discussing. Builders restore
deteriorated houses. Members of
antique car clubs take great pride in
“fixing up” junkers that have been
neglected. The closer they can equip
them with the original equipment
the more delighted the restorer. Two
ingredients are present in any
restoration. First, the “original con-
dition” must have existed; second,
this primitive state must be sought
and attained. So it is with the king-
dom. Certain, specific requirements
which have been set forth in the
pages of the New Testament must
be fulfilled before we can have the
original.

When we compare what is being
taught and practiced to these specif-
ic requirements, we will be able to
determine whether we have
restored, reformed or built anew.
Reforming falls short. Building to a
new blueprint is forbidden. On the
other hand, insisting on the original
condition is not only safe, but follows
scriptural mandates.

P.O. Box 519
Disney, OK 74340
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It is with great sadness that this
article MUST be written. Tues-
day night, October 5, 1999, the

once sound Highland Church of
Christ in Abilene, Texas publicly
proclaimed its ecumenical ties. In
the Saturday, October 2, 1999 reli-
gious section of the Abilene Reporter
News, this once rock solid congrega-
tion, announced that the “Walk to
Emmaus” video would be shown,
and that “the remainder of the
meeting will include singing,
preaching, and Communion.” Yes,
you read it correctly.

WHAT WAS SEEN AND HEARD

Due to a prior obligation, I was
not able to attend this meeting to
see for myself. However, brother
Michael Light of the Bangs church
of Christ did attend. His report,
backed up by audio tapes, was
absolutely sickening. This article
will but touch the hem of the gar-
ment. But faithful brethren who
still believe we must expose error,
need to know what took place on
that sad evening at 425 Highland
Ave. in Abilene.

There was a full blown band on
stage. There was an all woman
quartet entertaining the audience.
Added to this, there was hand clap-
ping, and hands raised in the air
with arms, and bodies swaying back
and forth. Some may say this was
not the formal worship assembly,
and that we should not make a big
deal about it. But remember, they
were treating it as such when they
offered and partook [erroneously] of
the communion. And don’t forget
where all of this started years ago.
Just prior to the split of the church-
es of Christ with the Christian
church, “members?” of the Lord’s
church insisted that they just want-
ed to use the piano or melodeon out-
side of the services. You know the
rest of the story! Indeed, “A little
leaven, leaveneth the whole lump.”

The sad story of October 5, 1999
at Highland does not end with the
above. The speaker at this event

was Eddie Sharp of the Universi-
ty Church of Christ here in town.
First, he read from a book supplied
for this “Walk to Emmaus,” and
then the audience would then
respond from the book. This sounds
exactly like Catholic and denomina-
tional liturgical nonsense. What was
the gist of the rest of his speech to
these Emmaus walkers? Church
and religious heritage and tradition
does not matter. In essence, you can
be a member of a denomination, and
that is acceptable in God’s eyes.
Just let Jesus lead you to a church
that is right for you. Does that even
remotely sound like what we read in
the New Testament about one body,
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism
(Eph. 4:1-4)? NO! That is ecu-
menism, and denominationalism
pure and simple. How many church-
es did Jesus build, and die for? ONE
(Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28).

Let’s not forget that they par-
took of the communion! Listen to
this. The communion was adminis-
tered by Eddie Sharp and another
man. Mr. Sharp would break the
bread, and give it to the participant
who would go to the next man, and
there dip it into a large cup of the
fruit of the vine, and then partake of
the soaked bread. That is Catholi-
cism through and through! Friends,
my Bible still says that the early
church met and partook of the
Lord’s Supper on the first day of the
week (Acts 20:1-7) not Tuesday, and
that Jesus first blessed and broke
the bread and give it to His disci-
ples, and then gave thanks for the
cup and then gave it to His disciples
[distinctly separate acts, not a dip-
ping combination] (Matt. 26:26-29).

WHAT MUST HAVE BEEN SAID

What did the leadership of the
church tell the membership for
them to accept such goings on? Or
by now, in their indoctrination of
the membership to accept anything
they are told, do they need to tell
them anything at all? Aren’t these
wolves in sheep’s clothing leading

them to the slaughter? You decide
for yourself. How long can “knowl-
edgeable” people stay on and sup-
port/condone such with their monies
and attendance, and still be truly
faithful?

FINAL THOUGHTS

Rest assured, we have not heard
the last of this digression (I wish
this had not taken place, but it did).
To those in this congregation I make
an urgent plea. If you have friends
still involved with congregations
such as these, GO TO THEM NOW
and plead, urge, yes, even beg them,
for their soul’s sake, to get out now
without delay. If you need help, call
me and I will go with you. These are
soul’s on the very verge of eternal
destruction. Do we really love them
enough to tell them the truth? In
some ways I am glad that I did not
see this with my own eyes, nor hear
it with my own ears. I fear that I
would have been sickened to my
stomach, and not slept at all that
night. Yet, for all those who are in
denial or think we can just ignore
such as this, I wish we all could
have been there to see it, and hear
it.

For all such departures from the
Lord’s body that are causing innu-
merable souls to be lost, I can but
expose the error, and warn the
brotherhood, and then echo the
words of the psalmist, and Jeremi-
ah. “Rivers of water run down mine
eyes, because they keep not thy law”
(Psalm 119:136). “Oh that my head
were waters, and mine eyes a foun-
tain of tears, that I might weep day
and night for the slain of the daugh-
ter of my people” (Jer. 9:1)!

Yes, we should weep for lost
souls.

Royce Williamson,
The Communicator

Vol. 6, No. 41, Oct. 10, 1999
N 5th & Grape St
Church of Christ

Abilene, TX 79601
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WALK TO EMMAUS, TUESDAY NIGHT
COMMUNION, AND OTHER MATTERS



CORRECTION: It was not my
intention to write again con-
cerning the Tuesday night,

October 5, 1999 Walk To Emmaus
Program held at Highland Church of
Christ. However, on Thursday
evening, October 14, 1999, Mike
Cope, minister for Highland
Church of Christ, called me at
home and wanted us to know that
my article mislead people to believe
that this was a function of Highland
Church of Christ, which it was not.
The discussion was amicable, but
forthright. I informed him that I
would correct this misconception,
but that along with many others
who read the announcement in the
newspaper, I thought that it was
being sponsored by the Highland
church. For this misunderstanding
and misrepresentation, I apologize
to the leaders and members of High-
land. As for the rest of the article, as
I told Mike Cope, it stands without
correction or apology.

EDITORIAL: Nobody that I
know of likes these types of con-
frontations, least of all me. However,
I will not shirk my responsibilities
as a Gospel preacher by not preach-
ing the whole counsel of God, which
includes exposing the unfruitful
works of darkness (Eph. 5:11). I may
be wrong about my next statement,
but someone is going to have to
prove me wrong before I change my
beliefs. Even though this event was
not sponsored or put on by the High-
land Church, by their silence, and
refusal to deny the use of their facili-
ty for such a function, they DID
sanction it. Silence IS acceptance. I
don’t believe that it can be argued
that the leaders did not know about
the event, because it was announced
in the Abilene Reporter-News, reli-
gious section.

It was argued that such groups
as the Boy Scouts, and Big Broth-
ers/Big Sisters also use the building,
and that those are not functions of
the Highland church. That is true,
but they are known as social organi-
zations (even though they may have
prayers or even devotionals as a part
of their meetings), and the Emmaus
event, and “the remainder of the

meeting” were clearly religious in
design. We must not compare apples
with oranges.

If it is argued that the elder’s
policy for the use of the facilities
(facilities over which they are shep-
herds and stewards) does not regu-
late the activities that can take place
therein, what will their response be
if a Satanic group, or a branch of the
KKK, or some other “hate group”
wants to use it for their meeting? If
the elders deny its usage then, then
there clearly ARE rules and guide-
lines that must be met. If that is the
case, then that tells us that the
usage (which included the publicized
communion offered on Tuesday
night) did not violate their policy for
usage. Folks, we cannot use what I
call the “Three Monkey’s Policy” of
see no evil, speak no evil, and hear
no evil (which is similar to Bill Clin-
ton’s “Don’t ask, don’t tell” policy on
homosexuals in the military) when it
comes to the things over which God
has made us stewards. I don’t see
God accepting a “We just didn’t
know” answer on judgment day.
Friends, RESPONSIBILITY still lies
at the door of the leadership at
Highland. Have they gone to Eddie
Sharp and lovingly corrected;
rebuked him for his part in all of
this? If not, why not? Do they indeed
not see the egregious sin in what
took place at that facility which
belongs to God? And what about
some of their own members that
may have gone and participated? If
they have gone to brother Sharp and
corrected him, I will publicly com-
mend them, and say, “Job well done’
in our bulletin. This would be the
right thing to do, and I will gladly do
it.

It will not do to try to make me
look like the “bad guy” in all of this.
I did nothing more than expose a
sinful situation and warn the broth-
erhood of the problem (Ezek. 33:1-
11; Eph. 5:11; etc.). Remember Acts
20:26-31. If it is said that I didn’t go
to them personally first, remember
the context of Matthew 18:15. That
was between two brothers, and this
was done openly/publicly. Nothing in
the article that I wrote was mean
spirited, but rather I encouraged the

brethren here to go to anyone they
knew and help get them out of such
a mess. I would/will do it again if
needed. WITHOUT APOLOGY!

I hope this ends this. I am afraid
that it will not.

– Royce Williamson,
The Communicator

October 17, 1999
N. 5th and Grape St.

Church of Christ,
Abilene, TX 79601.

• • • •

We thank God for brother
Williamson’s courage and willing-
ness to expose these careless and
unscriptural practices at Highland
in Abilene. Their explanation for
allowing such as this makes no
sense at all. Can we expect the Pope
of Rome to appear in their building
any time soon? – O.B. Porterfield

The church at Highland has not
stood for the Truth for many, many
years. Their long history has been in
support of error. With Mike Cope as
their minister, we can expect noth-
ing else. He, along with many oth-
ers, has been in the forefront of lead-
ing the way of apostasy in this
decade. The question is, who will fol-
low their pernicious ways and con-
tinue in their downward plunge
away from the Lord. Wake up
brethren. Repent and come out from
among them while there is opportu-
nity. – gmr
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“I look forward to receiving
this publication. If it were
not for people like you
standing up for the truth, I
hate to think what will hap-
pen to the church of the
future” ...Jerrine B. Har-
rell, Pineville, LA. “I can-
not thank our God enough
for those that stand firmly
for the Truth. I read that

one says ‘Don’t judge too much,’ it’s God’s job. Those are the ones that
need to study God’s Word and stamp out the false and watered down
preaching. God bless you in weeding out those that have no fear nor
reverence for the Truth. Keep up the great work. I wish we had more
brave Christians to stand up for the Truth. In Christian love” ...Marie
Guice, Irving, TX. “I appreciate the work you are doing there and
desire that you add me to your mailing list for S.T.O.P. Thank you
very much” ...Eric D. Gayle, Chandler, OK. “Please accept the
enclosed donation to help in the publishing of S.T.O.P. I appreciate
receiving them very much. Keep up the good work. Thank you. In
Christian love” ...Jimmy L. Clark, Grand Prairie, TX. “My husband
B. J. and I would very much like to be placed on your mailing list. My
father, George Sellers, has been receiving Seek The Old Paths for
years. The Truth needs to continue being taught. Keep up your faithful
work!” ...Jessica Johnson, Flowery Branch, GA. “I would like to
request your fine paper Seek The Old Paths” ...E. R. Jones,
Nashville, TN. “Please add my name to your mailing list. You have a
fine publication. A brother gave me a copy and I enjoyed the very
insightful articles” ...James Marcus, Trenton, TN. “We deeply
appreciate you brethren for publishing this periodical. It is much need-
ed for this day and age” ...Jack Lawyer, Conway, AR. “Giving
thanks always for the sound, firm gospel Truths you put forth in every
publication. Will you please add these dear friends and relatives to
your mailing list and truth of God’s Word. I wish more people could
share in your message and become more aware of the directions some
in our brotherhood are taking us. The Lord will take care of those who
teach in error but it is up to us to be aware of the wolves in sheep’s
clothing. Keep up the good work” ...Mel McBroom, Livonia, MI.
“Keep up the good work!” ...James Shaver, Flint MI. “Please put me
on your mailing list for Seek The Old Paths. I attended the Garden
City Church of Christ in Michigan and received some issues which
were very informative on some ministers and issues that I have been
thinking about lately that bother me. Enclosed is $$ to help pay for the
issues sent to me. Thanks” ...John Glover, Cincinnati, OH. “Please
send me the monthly publication Seek The Old Paths. Thank you very
much” ...Eunice Francis, Marble Hill, MO. “Thanks to you for the
excellent way you are exposing the change agents. Just wish more peo-
ple would stand up for God’s Word and his plan for salvation. Keep up
the good work” ...Mae Hancock, Decaturville, TN. “I recently read a
copy of your publication Seek The Old Paths. Please put me on your
mailing list” ...Carol Antrim, Effingham, IL. “Please remove my
name from your mailing list” ...Martha Coleman, Shamrock, TX.
“Indeed, we do need to teach and preach all Truth and expose all of
the sinful and wicked departures from the faith. Your paper will do
much good” ...Fred Bogle, Orlando, FL. “A friend passed an old copy
of S.T.O.P. to us and we were amazed that there is still a paper that
exposes liberalism. Please put us on your mailing list” ...Clyde &
Eula Hern, Monroe, LA. “Please remove my name from the mailing
list of S.T.O.P. Thanks” ...J. B. Endsley, Tyler, TX. “I am an elder in
Houma at the Hollywood Road Church of Christ. I recently read a copy
of Seek The Old Paths and thoroughly enjoyed it. Please start usual,
superb. I don’t think we could do without it in these times of blatant
apostasy. God bless you” ...Martin Bedford, Tucson, AZ. “I enjoy
receiving Seek The Old Paths each month. I love the way you stand for
the truth” ...Hurschel Ray, Jonesboro, AR. “We enjoy your paper.
Keep up the good work” ...Nancy R. Jones, Euless, TX. “I’m so
thankful I found out about the wonderful paper Seek The Old Paths. I
wish it came every week. I look forward to receiving it each month. Oh,
how my heart aches for those foolish souls who want the paper
stopped. How can they live with themselves? Thank God there are a
few faithful Christians left who love the truth” ...Helen Robertson,
Arkansas City, KS. “Brethren, is it possible to have a bundle of 50 of
the Seek The Old Paths mailed to Canada? There is a definite need for
publications of this sort here. The only country wide publication has
made a decision not to be “controversial” so will not accept contribu-
tions that ‘contend for the faith.’ Keep up the fine work” ...Dennis

“Skip” Francis, Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. “Just wanted you to
know how I enjoy your paper. I have recently purchased a computer,
and just read your article. It is so good to know there are still churches
who are striving to teach the straight and narrow way. We have seen
churches where we attended get so liberal that we had to leave them. I
love your paper, and agree with your teaching in your articles. One
church we attended years ago has a big gym and had a big praise
weekend last week with a supper Saturday night at $6.00 per plate.
My prayers are with you in your work, and I look forward to getting
your paper” ...Martha Hill. “I have heard much about you and I love
reading your publication, “S.T.O.P.” Does Don Blackwell have an e-
mail address? One more question, was that guy in the last issue
(August) saying that Christian universities and colleges were sinful? I
would love a response” ...Garrett Irby, garrettbrent3
@hotmail.com. [EDITOR’S NOTE: Don Blackwell, blackwell@con-
ninc.com. Colleges and universities are not sinful “in and of them-
selves.” However, when they engage in and promote false doctrine,
that is what is sinful. Rochester College is full of error.] “I think you
are doing a good work with it. Thanks” ...O. H. Barnes. “I thank God
for your effort in publishing this bulletin. God bless you in your labor
for him” ...Mike Leong, Melaka, Malaysia. “Egreetings in the name
of our Lord, Jesus. Just visited your website for the first time — won-
derful! My thanks to you and the elders for this website. I also read for
the first time today a published copy of the September, 1999 Seek The
Old Paths and would like to be placed on your subscriber list. I am a
Gospel preacher, working with the Village Meadows church of Christ
in Sierra Vista, AZ. I have proclaimed the whole Gospel for 25 years
now and have seen some eternally fatal divergences from the Truth.
May your efforts aid some in returning to the faith! Thanks, brother.
All of you at East Corinth remain in our prayers” ...Stewart Gille-
spie, Sierra Vista, AZ. “Thank you for sending me the most excellent
and informative “Seek The Old Paths” ...Ewell Pritchett,
Greeneville, TN. 
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S.EEK T.HE O.LD P.ATHS

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East Corinth
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is
mailed FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publi-
cation can be found in Jude 3; II Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1;
II Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published unless otherwise
noted. Articles are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson / Associate Editor: Jimmy Bates
http://www.tsixroads.com/~ecorinth
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