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THE HisTORY OF THE CHURCH
FROM PENTECOST TO PRESENT

Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

Romanism has NEVER been a friend, supporter, defender and
upholder of the Bible. When she was in complete control of religious and
political power; the Bible was “nailed to the pulpit.”

hose not interested in the his-
Ttory of the church are unlikely

to exhibit ANY interest in its
present existence or its future. They
are somewhat like the public figure
who, when interviewed some years
back, said he was neither interested
in human origins nor destinies. Even
the present cannot have any real
meaning to such restricted vision. We
must not be of like mind.

BEFORE PENTECOST

Both Peter and his auditors on
Pentecost in Acts 2 were interested in
history. Peter quoted from both Joel
and David in his stately speech. These
two Old Testament prophets lived
about 800 and 1,000 years respec-
tively before the unique unfolding of
Pentecostal activities. This was re-
mote history. He also referred them to
Christ and His ministry which was re-
cent history. In a very real sense,
Peter, the apostles and their auditors
were making history of the most mo-
mentous type on that memorial day of
days. Acts 2, very correctly, has been
recognized for a long, long time as the
“hub” chapter of the Bible. Chapters
before it point to Acts 2; chapters
thereafter point back to it. It is the
pivotal point in the good, great and

grand Scheme of Human Redemption.

We have frequently preached and
written about the five great Ps rela-
tive to the church of the Lord: Pur-
pose, Promise, Prophecy, Preparation,
Perfection. The first four are Pente-
costal pointers. They are powerful pre-
requisites to Pentecost in Acts 2.

As per Ephesians 3:10-11, the
church was in the eternal Planning
and Purposing of God. This does not
mean God programmed man where
he had to sin with no free moral
agency involved at all. Jehovah pre-
dicted many things in the Old Testa-
ment such as what Judas would do
and yet Judas acted as a free moral
agent in the betrayal. A man on a
mountain peak looks down on a wind-
ing road as two cars speed toward
each other. He predicts they will col-
lide in moments but his foreknowl-
edge had nothing to do in MAKING
such occur. Jehovah knew man and
woman would sin and yet His fore-
knowledge did not militate their
choice and conduct in Eden’s Garden.
Adam and Eve both acted of their own
free will.

In the Old Testament, God issued
promises and proclaimed prophecies
relative to Christ’s coming and the fu-
ture establishment of the church.
Genesis 3:15 and 49:10 are promises

that vouchsafed the first couple
(Adam and Eve) and Jacob’s descen-
dants respectively relative to the com-
ing of Christ and His church. Jacob
affirmed that unto Shiloh (the Mes-
siah) would the gathering of the peo-
ple be. Be it recalled that the church
(ekklesia) is the called-out or those
summoned-out of dense darkness and
called into the luminous light of God’s
kingdom (1 Peter 2:9-10). Great
prophecies about this sure-to-come
kingdom are found in 2 Samuel 7; Isa-
iah 2; Daniel 2; Micah 4 and
Zechariah 6. These predictive prophe-
cies are precious indeed to every lover
of Christ and His beautiful bride, the
church. So very, Very, VERY much can
be learned about the church of our
Lord from these and other crystal
clear prophecies relative to the
church/kingdom of the Messiah.
John the Baptist and Jesus Christ
both made diligent preparation for
this kingdom soon-to-come, this
church soon-to-be-built. Both of them
proclaimed repentance in view that
the kingdom soon would be estab-
lished (Matt. 3:2; 4:17). These baptized
believers would become charter mem-
bers of it when it was established. In

(Continued on page 3)
History of the Church...
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KingDom / CHURCH #2

Garland M. Robinson

art #1 appeared in the Nov/24

Pissue. Please go back and review

it again.

e The kingdom / church is IN
THE WORLD TODAY. When Je-
sus said he would build his church
(Matt. 16:18), he did exactly that.
He also said that even the gates
of hades shall not prevail against
it (Matt. 16:19). Approximately 50
days after His death his
kingdom/church was established
on the day of Pentecost (Acts chap-
ter 2). However, a vast number of
denominations teach that Jesus
failed to establish his kingdom as
he promised; and, in an emergency,
set up the church instead. Such a
doctrine is blasphemy! The church
is his kingdom — the kingdom is
his church. The two words are
used interchangeably in Matthew
16:18-19. Each word highlights a
basic characteristic of it: 1) “church”
(its “called out” nature, called out
of the world; 2) “kingdom” its roy-
alty, majesty, realm, governorship,
superior to all other kingdoms.

THE KINGDOM / CHURCH

OF CHRIST TODAY IS:

e The “body of Christ.” “And he
is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things
he might have the preeminence”
(Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23). “So we,
being many, are one body in Christ,
and every one members one of an-
other” (Rom. 12:5). “For as the
body is one, and hath many mem-
bers, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body:
so also is Christ. ... Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members in
particular” (1 Cor. 12:12,27).

e The “temple of God.” “Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God,
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
in you? If any man defile the tem-
ple of God, him shall God destroy;

for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:16-
17).

The “bride of Christ.” “And I
John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband... And
there came unto me one of the
seven angels which had the seven
vials full of the seven last plagues,
and talked with me, saying, Come
hither, I will shew thee the bride,
the Lamb’s wife” (Rev. 21:2,9).
The “family of God.” “Of whom
the whole family in heaven and
earth is named” (Eph. 3:15).

The “house of God.” “But if 1
tarry long, that thou mayest know
how thou oughtest to behave thyself
in the house of God, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim.
3:15).

The “church of God.” “Unto the
church of God which is at
Corinth, to them that are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, both theirs and ours” (1
Cor. 1:2).

The “household of faith.” “As
we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the house-
hold of faith” (Gal. 6:10).

The “called out.” “And he is the
head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things he
might have the preeminence” (Col.
1:18; John 15:19).

The “pillar and ground of the
truth.” “But if I tarry long, that
thou mayest know how thou ought-
est to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).

The oldest church in the world.

“And I say also unto thee, That

thou art Peter, and upon this rock

I will build my church; and the

gates of hell shall not prevail

against it” (Matt. 16:18). It was
established on Pentecost (Acts
2:38,41,47). All congregations
were/are called “the churches of

Christ” (Rom. 16:16). Every church

that did not have its beginning in

Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost

in 33 A.D., is not the church of the

New Testament. Catholicism and

Protestantism did not have their

beginning in Jerusalem on the

day of Pentecost; therefore they
are not the church of the New

Testament.

e It’s mission is to TEACH AND
PREACH the unsearchable
riches of Christ. After its estab-
lishment in Jerusalem, it spread
into Judaea and then into Samaria
and unto the uttermost parts of
the earth (Acts 1:8). The “stone”
of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream “be-
came a great mountain and filled
the whole earth” (Daniel 2:34-35).
The holy word of God says, “faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God. But I say,
Have they not heard? Yes verily,
their sound went into all the
earth, and their words unto
the ends of the world” (Rom.
10:17-18).

“Now they which were scattered
abroad upon the persecution that arose
about Stephen travelled as far as
Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch,
preaching the word...” (Acts 11:19).
“And the hand of the Lord was with
them: and a great number believed,
and turned unto the Lord” (Acts 11:21).
“But the word of God grew and multi-
plied” (Acts 12:24). “And the word of
the Lord was published throughout
all the region” (Acts 13:49). “And so
were the churches established in the
faith, and increased in number daily”
(Acts 16:5).

God’s eternal purpose was the es-
tablishment of the kingdom, the church.
It is the body of the saved. No other
institution on the face of the church
can say that. Catholicism claims it
but they can’t support it from the
Scriptures. Neither can Protes-
tantism. Both systems were estab-
lished by men centuries after the es-
tablishment of the church of Christ in
Jerusalem in 33 A.D.
¢ The church of Christ began at



January 2025 — Seek The Old Paths

3

the right PLACE (Jerusalem).
“And, behold, I send the promise
of my Father upon you: but tarry
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until
ye be endued with power from on
high” (Luke 24:49). The apostles
were in Jerusalem when the power
of the Holy Spirit came upon them
and they preached the Gospel
(Acts 2).

¢ The church of Christ began at
the right TIME (33 A.D.). “And
in the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left
to other people, but it shall break
in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever” (Daniel 2:44; 9:24-26).

e The church of Christ has the
right NAME: The church of Christ
(Rom. 16:16), the church of God
(1 Cor. 1:2), the church of the first

born (Heb. 12:23, the body of Christ
(1 Cor. 12:27), or simply and more
commonly called the “church” (Acts
5:11; 8:1,3; 11:22,26; 12:5, many
more).

e The church of Christ has the
right DOCTRINE (the words of
the apostles: “And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers” (Acts
2:42).

e The church of Christ has the
right WORSHIP: Preaching
(Rom. 10:14; Acts 20:7), Singing
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), Praying
(Acts 2:42; 12:5), Giving (1 Cor.
16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:6-7), the Lord’s
supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-
29).

e The church of Christ has the
right ORGANIZATION: Elders
(Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus
1:5-9), Deacons (1 Tim. 3:8-13),

Preachers (Acts 4:2; 5:42; 8:12),
Members (Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor.
12:12,20,25).

¢ The church of Christ has the
right WORK: Teaching / Preaching
(Acts 20:7; 2:42), Edification (1
Cor. 14:3-5,12; Eph. 4:12), Benev-
olence (Gal. 6:10; Acts 11:27-29).

e The church of Christ has the
right MISSION: Preach / Teach
the Gospel to the whole world
(Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 13; Rom.
1:15).

e The church of Christ has the
right SAVIOR: Jesus Christ and
him crucified (Acts 2:36; 4:12; Acts
10:43; Eph. 1:7).

e The church of Christ has the
right Future: An eternal home
in Heaven, not on earth (John
14:1-3; Col. 1:5; Phil. 3:20).

Are YOU a member of the king-
dom/church? Are your ready to study,
learn, and obey?

History of the Church...
(Continued from page 1)

the rocky regions of Caesarea
Philippi, Jesus eloquently and ele-
gantly made the precious promise
that “I will build my church” (Matt.
16:18). Hadean gates of opposition
would not prevail against the execu-
tion of such — the very purpose that
brought Him from the Palace of the
Universe to this low ground of sin,
sickness and sorrow. Some of the
Lord’s contemporaries, as per Mark
9:1, would not taste of death till they
saw the kingdom come with power.
Premillennialism bats out, way out,
here, but truth knocks a grand slam
home run.

The Godhead conditioned every-
thing to be in a state of readiness
when the day of Pentecost came in
Acts 2. This was the culmination of the
ages at work for man’s redemption.

ON PENTECOST

This is the great birthday chapter
of the Bible — the birthday of the
Lord’s church. On this memorial day,
the church became a precious and per-
fected reality. The Holy Spirit came on
this day; the power from on high de-
scended on this day; the kingdom was
preached and people became citizens
of it on this day of days.

The twelve apostles were in a
state of readiness. They were all to-
gether in one place (Acts 2:1). Earlier,
they had been promised Holy Spirit
baptism (Acts 1:5). This amazing phe-
nomenon materialized just as Jesus
had predicted and they had come to
expect. This immersion in the Holy
Spirit enabled them to speak with
tongues (languages) never studied,
never mastered. This unique and un-
usual occurrence prompted a great
audience to assemble. This assembled
audience was from many parts of the
ancient world and spoke a number of
different languages. Yet they heard
the apostles speak in their own re-
spective tongues. We are not left in
doubt by Luke as touching message
content. They heard the apostolic pro-
claimers speaking the wonderful
words and works of God (Acts 2:11).
They sought an explanation and Peter
began to give it in Acts 2:14. Joel and
David both spoke of what was now the
very fruition unfolding before their
amazed eyes, ears and hearts. Prophe-
cies of the most stupendous kind were
finding rich and fundamental fruition
on that memorable day. With great
force, Peter employed a “this is that”
type of preaching approach (2:16). His
message was well adapted to those fa-
miliar with the prophetic pronounce-
ments of the Old Testament. Early in
the sermon he promised salvation to
those who would call upon the name

of the Lord (2:21). Calling on the name
of the Lord is NOT a prayer for Him
to come into one’s heart as Saviour —
nearly the whole religious world to the
contrary notwithstanding. Calling on
the name of the Lord is a stately syn-
onym for Gospel obedience. In this
chapter we have the commands to
hear, repent and be baptized
(vs.14,38). Implied are the equally
valid stipulations of faith and con-
fession. Acts 2:38 is a divine commen-
tary on 2:21. So is Mark 16:16. So are
the verses in Romans 10:13-17. They
explain in delightful detail how one
calls upon the name of the Lord, i.e.,
by Gospel obedience.

Peter, to whom the keys of the
kingdom had been dispatched in
Matthew 16:19, preached Christ to
them. He preached the Christ that
had been approved of God and yet, by
them, had been cruelly crucified
(vs.22-23). He preached the burial and
resurrection of this approved Messiah.
David, in the book of Psalms, had
much to say of the Messiah. Boldly
and brilliantly, Peter wove the Davidic
declarations into the very fabric of his
Pentecostal presentation. Not only did
he preach a resurrected Redeemer but
also an ascended one now ruling in
might and majesty at Jehovah’s right
hand. The rejected Redeemer in Pi-
late’s court is now the reigning Re-
deemer. God has made Him Lord and
Christ (v.36)!
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The deepest of conviction perme-
ated their hearts. In anguish of spirit
and desperation of heart they cried
out touching what they should do.
Peter did not tell them to believe.
Faith had already been formed in
their hearts. It just needed to blossom
into full Gospel obedience to the clear
conditions of conversion. Peter com-
manded repentance and baptism
on their part (v.38). Motivation is sup-
plied in verse 39 relative to God’s
promise to them, their children and
those afar off (Gentiles). Additional
testimony is given by Peter. Further
exhortations are tendered them (v.40).
Glad recipients of Peter’s sermon were
baptized, the number being about
three thousand (v.41). Verse 47 states,
“Praising God, and having favour
with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as
should be saved.” In between verses
41 and 47 we read of their fidelity in
worship, the apostolic miracles per-
formed, the beautiful benevolence
they selflessly practiced, the mar-
velous unity that bound them to-
gether and the undiluted joy they
experienced as disciples of Jesus and
children of God under the Gospel
covenant.

The Lord’s church in all its beauty
and bountiful blessings was now a
perfected reality on earth.

FROM ACTS 2 THROUGH
REVELATION 22

Here we have inspired church his-
tory as set forth by Luke in his second
treatise of Truth, the book of Acts, and
the inspired penmen from Romans
through Revelation. The book of Acts
is inspired church history for about
twenty-five years. The remnant of the
New Testament is inspired church
history for nearly forty years. The
years cover from A.D. 33 to A.D. 96 in
the aggregate.

In Acts 1:8, Jesus issued com-
mands to the faithful eleven that they
preach Him and His Gospel in
Jerusalem, in Judaea, in Samaria and
to the uttermost parts of the world.
Acts 2-9 relate the thrilling story of
preaching in Jerusalem, Judaea and
Samaria. From Acts 10, the chapter
depicting the first Gentiles to be con-
verted, to the end of Acts 28 we have
the thrilling saga of preaching to the
uttermost parts of the world. The
church is planted throughout the an-

cient world. The Gospel is taken to
Asia, Europe, Africa and the islands of
the Mediterranean Sea. Paul wrote
Romans before the book of Acts was
penned. Acts 20:1-3 seems to be the
writing period for regal Romans. Paul
affirmed in Romans 10:18, “But I say,
Have they not heard? Yes verily, their
sound went into all the earth, and
their words unto the ends of the
world.”

From Acts 2 through Revelation
22 we have the beautiful blueprint —
the divine pattern of the church set
forth. We have the message that was
taught. They preached the Gospel
which was/is God’s power to save
(Rom. 1:16-17). Paul determined not
to know anything save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2). He de-
livered the Gospel as he had received
it (1 Cor. 15:1-4). The preaching of “the
gospel of the grace of God” was the one
thing that moved and motivated him
(Acts 20:24). Peter warned all Gospel
carriers to speak as the oracles of God
directed (1 Peter 4:11). Contend
earnestly for the faith once and for all
time delivered to the saints is the mil-
itant cry of the just Jude (v.3).

We have the plan of pardon
plainly presented. It was God’s grace
through man’s faith beautifully linked
(Eph. 2:8). They NEVER argued that
salvation is 100% in God’s corner and
0% in man’s corner as the Change
Agent grace-only men of our day do
persistently. They preached that men
must Hear (Rom. 10:17). They taught
that men must Believe (Acts 16:31).
They preached that God now com-
mands all men everywhere to Repent
(Acts 17:30). They preached that Con-
fession is a stipulation of salvation
(Acts 8:36-37; Rom. 10:9-10). They
preached that Baptism is for remis-
sion of sins, in order that sins might
be washed away and by which men
would enter Christ and His church
and thus be saved (Acts 2:38; 22:16;
Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 12:13; 1
Peter 3:21).

They preached Christian living.
This is the very heartbeat of Romans
through Revelation. Galatians 5:22-
23, Colossians 3:1ff, Titus 2:1ff and 2
Peter 1:5-11 are great specific pas-
sages on the Christian’s pathway of
piety.

They preached the names God’s
people are to wear individually:
saints, priests, people of God, children
of God, brethren, disciples and Chris-

tians (Rom. 1:7; 1 Peter 2:9-10; Gal.
3:26; 6:1; Acts 6:1ff; 11:26; 26:28; 1
Peter 4:16).

They preached the names for
God’s people collectively: church,
churches of Christ, church of God,
church of the Lord, body of Christ,
temple of God, household of God, bride
of Christ, kingdom of Christ and of
God (Eph. 1:22-23; Rom. 16:16; Acts
20:28; Col. 1:18; Eph. 2:21-22; Rom.
7:4; Eph. 5:5). Names in religion do
have significance as the foregoing
prove most conclusively.

They preached true worship:
singing, prayers, teaching/ preaching,
communion and giving (Eph. 5:19;
Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23ff; 16:1-2;
2 Cor. 8-9). They warned against
vain worship, ignorant worship
and will worship (Mark 7:7ff; Acts
17:23ff; Col. 2:23). They knew what
Christ inculcated in John 4:23-24 and
they geared their worship to it minus
addition, subtraction, substitution or
alteration.

They preached the threefold
mission of the church: evangelism,
edification and benevolence (Rom.
1:14-17; Jude 20-21; Gal. 2:10; 6:10;
James 1:27). They knew, and knew
well, that entertainment and recre-
ation were not God-ordained works
for the church of His Son. Why is it the
case that so many of our brethren as-
sociate entertainment and recreation
with the church and its mission?
Jesus did not come to earth to enter-
tain. He came to redeem humanity.
Our mission is an eloquent extension
of His (Luke 19:10).

They preached the right pattern
of church organization of elders to
oversee, deacons to serve and all as
working members (Acts 14:23; Phil.
1:1; 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1:5ff; 3:1,8,14; 1
Cor. 15:58).

They preached the right role for
women and that right role was not in
the pulpit, in the eldership, serving as
a deacon, Bible teacher of mixed
classes of men and women or as a wor-
ship leader (1 Cor. 14:34-35; 1 Tim.
2:12). The work and role of women in
the church are not the same as it is for
men as a Texas woman once ex-
pressed in the church bulletin of her
home congregation.

They preached correct concepts
of fellowship as we see in Philippi-
ans 1 and First John 1. They knew
what the Lord had taught in Matthew
12:46-50. Therein He based fellowship
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upon FAITH — not FLESHLY ties
with Him. Those who do the will of the
Father are His brethren, sisters, and
mothers. This should have told His
unbelieving brothers something (cf.
John 7:5).

They preached the autonomy of
each congregation. This we see in
the epistles and in Revelation 2,3. No
ecclesiastical ties bound New Testa-
ment churches together as we find in
Romanism and so much of Protes-
tantism. I once explained this to a
Methodist minister and he asked in
utter amazement, “Will that kind of
thing work?” It had not dawned upon
his mind that this is exactly how the
church functioned in the New Testa-
ment. There was great wisdom in this.
A neighboring congregation might fal-
ter and fail and yet it would not ad-
versely affect a mnearby one.
Philadelphia and Laodicea in Revela-
tion 3 were neighboring congregations
and look how sharp the contrast was
between the two. The former was
faithful; the latter was faithless. The
former was active; the latter was apos-
tate with an ousted Lord from its con-
gregational midst.

They preached to prepare men
for judgment and eternal des-
tinies — attaining heaven and avoid-
ing hell (Heb. 9:27; 2 Thess. 1:6-9;
Matt. 25:31-46).

The Great Commission was safe
and secure in their hands.

FROM A.D. 96 TO PRESENT

Long before the New Testament
Canon stood completed, there were
numerous warnings of weight and
wisdom relative to a coming apostasy.
Paul spoke of the falling away and the
development of the man of sin, the son
of perdition, in 2 Thessalonians 2:1ff.
Roman Catholicism proves the cor-
rectness of the Pauline prediction to
this Macedonian congregation. He
warned elders from Ephesus at Mile-
tus that apostasy was in the winds for
the future coming from both the out-
side and the inside (Acts 20:29-30). He
knew men from among themselves
would arise to draw away disciples
after them. Ephesus later became a
hotbed of religious error. John fought
the Gnostics there all the sunset pe-
riod of his illustrious life. Paul warned
Timothy of digressions from truth in
1 Timothy 4 and 2 Timothy 3,4. The
three chapters of 2 Peter 2,3 and Jude

all warn of lethal dangers coming
from false teachers and the damnable
doctrines they would bring in among
God’s people. In Revelation 2,3 we see
a church that left its first love — Eph-
esus. We see two congregations that
compromised with false doctrines —
Pergamos and Thyatira. We see a
church that was dying by sure degrees
with most members not caring. Only
a faithful few remained in Sardis. We
see a congregation already in luke-
warm apostasy with an ousted Sav-
iour standing at the door they had
callously closed in His very face —
Laodicea. The Lord found only two of
the seven in a commendable condi-
tion: Smyrna and Philadelphia. The
setting of Revelation is the battle that
loomed between the Roman Empire of
evil and the Messiah’s Cause. Those
minus conviction would yield and de-
clare Caesar is Lord and God thus re-
canting the confession that Jesus is
Lord and God of their lives. This was
behind the recurring exhortation
throughout Revelation to overcome.
This is the very keynote of this final
book in the Heavenly Volume — the
book of Revelation.

Apostasy did come in wholesale
form and with militant rapidity after
John the apostle died. The organiza-
tion was changed as one man became
the Bishop and his fellow elders be-
came subservient to him. One step of
departure led to another even more
glaring and grievous digression. Soon
the Bishop was over a plurality of
churches or a diocese. By the early
600s of this common era there was a
Pope in full ruinous form. There devel-
oped the clergy-laity system. We read
in the New Testament about lying
members but not about any LAY
members. The clerics became legisla-
tive forces. They undid God’s laws and
made laws of their own for others to
obey with death penalties for the dis-
obedient. Autonomy was rejected and
ecclesiastical ties emerged. Councils
developed and with them came com-
plete control over all their religious
subjects. In less than six centuries
after the church was begun there was
Papal control of councils and
churches. The Big Papa had arrived
and all owed him strict allegiance. His
control would dominate, both religious
and political climates for several cen-
turies especially during the Dark Ages
— about one thousand years of time.

With the total corruption of the

government of the church, there
came an avalanche of other apos-
tasies. There came infant baptism.
The false doctrine of original sin de-
manded it. There came sprinkling in
lieu of Biblical immersion. There came
holy water. There came in mechan-
ical music to beef up the singing and
even to replace singing. There came in
the choral singers in the great
cathedrals of Europe. There came in
all sorts of corruptions of the Lord’s
supper. Its names were changed. Its
elements became a virtual battle-
ground as Catholic leaders insisted
that the priestly blessing turned the
bread into the actual flesh of God’s
Son and the fruit of the vine, wine to
them, into the literal blood of Jesus
Christ. If true, they have made canni-
bals out of their people and partakers
of actual blood in glaring violation of
the Jerusalem Council decision in
Acts 15. There came the withholding
of the cup from the laity with priestly
consumption of large amounts of
wine. It is little wonder why so many
priests have drinking problems. Their
apostate religion triggers such.

In the apostasy came Purgatory
— a money making venture. I once
knew a man in Tennessee who was
quite wealthy and high up in Catholic
circles. He paid enormous sums of
money in efforts to get his wicked
grandfather out of Purgatory. His
grandfather must have been quite a
rounder. There came the Sale of
Indulgences — another money mak-
ing venture. Untold millions have
flowed into Catholic coffers by these
ingenious devices — devices straight
from the old Devil himself.

In the apostasy came Auricular
Confession — a system that puts the
Catholic laity under the total domin-
ion of the priestly hierarchy. Some
years back a priest in Tennessee said,
in essence, “If a man comes to me con-
fessing his sins, I forgive him if T think
he is sincere. If I think he is insincere,
I put my foot down and refuse him
any forgiveness.” The Pharisees of
Christ’s day were never so arrogant as
this.

In the apostasy came Papal
claims toward dominion over re-
ligious and secular affairs. Kings
were made and deposed by Papal
whims and wishes. Under Catholi-
cism, church and state were wedded
with the Papacy and his cronies in the
driver’s seat all the way.
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In the apostasy came Papal in-
fallibility. A mere man, the Pope,
claimed infallibility when he spoke “ex
cathedra” or, from the chair.

In the apostasy came Bible-ban-
ning and Bible-burnings. Kings
and Queens did this on a regular basis
and with Papal approval. Popes could
have stopped such but they chose not
to do so. Romanism has NEVER been
a friend, supporter, defender and up-
holder of the Bible. When she was in
complete control of religious and po-
litical power the Bible was “nailed to
the pulpit.” Catholic laymen were dis-
couraged and forbidden to peruse and
practice Biblical reading and Scrip-
tural practices. The arrogant priestly
hierarchy said Catholic laity was to-
tally unable to interpret Scriptures.
This was, according to their haughty
claims, of priestly prerogatives only.
They would point their people to a
passage by Peter in 2 Peter 1:20. Evi-
dently, they thought their people could
understand and interpret that pas-
sage but could not understand and in-
terpret any verses before it or any
subsequent to it. How utterly amazing
is such arrogance and bluster!

The apostasy and the Dark Ages
were handmaidens to each other; they
complemented each other. But a
brighter and better day lay ahead.

Is it necessary that we find con-
gregations in every generation during
this long period? Not at all! Baptists
have sought to rattle a chain of church
succession back to New Testament
times. Totally futile have been their
attempts along this line for Baptist
churches do not go back but a very few
centuries and surely not to apostolic
times. There may have been faithful
remnants in all these generations or
there might not have been. However,
the word of God is the seed of the
kingdom as per Luke 8:11. All that
was needed to produce Christians and
churches of Christ was the planting or
sowing of that seed into good and hon-
est hearts. When received, believed
and obeyed, Christians and churches
of the Lord were the reaped results.

Reformation and Restoration
are important words in the final part
of our study. The winds of Reformation
began to blow in various places during
the latter part of the Dark Ages. There
were groups, scattered though they
were, who longed to be more Biblical.
They hungered to have the Bible in
their own language. Courageous men

like John Wyckliffe, William Tyndale
and Martin Luther fought Catholic
corruptions and gave people the Bible
in the English and German lan-
guages. These three, and countless
others, realized deeply that Catholi-
cism had gone sour. They sought to re-
form this monstrous system of
egregious error. Other names of refor-
mation renown joined the efforts such
as Zwingli, Erasmus, Calvin and
Knox. John and Charles Wesley came
later. These men were reformers. They
paved the way for what was really
needed — the restoration of New Tes-
tament Christianity.

If we preach now
what they preached
then, and if people
hear, believe and obey
now what they heard,
believed and obeyed
then, people will
become now what
they did then.

There were efforts along this line
in several different places. They would
take definite shape in America. Men
like Abner Jones, Elias Smith, James
O’Kelley, Barton W. Stone, Thomas and
Alexander Campbell and a host of
other powerful personalities were
filled with spiritual unrest as they
surveyed the religious climate of their
day. They knew Romanism was
wrong; they knew that Protestantism
was not the answer either. They
sensed the need to go beyond Rome,
London, Geneva, etc., and return all
the way to Jerusalem. They knew that
authority did not lie in the hands of
Popes, priests, councils, synods,
preachers, professors, rabbis or the
popular creeds of their day. Campbell
especially called the public’s attention
to the amazing ignorance of the Bible
among the clerics (clergy) of his era.
They knew the authority lay in what
Christ and His inspired apostles and
prophets taught. This is why they
urged that people speak as the Bible
speaks, be silent where it is silent, call
Bible things by Bible names and do
Bible things in Bible ways. These fa-

mous declarations bore upon their
beautiful bosom the very stately sen-
timents of Isaiah 8:20, 34:16, Jere-
miah 22:29, Jonah 3:2, Luke 10:26,
Galatians 4:30 and 1 Peter 4:11.

The very heartbeat of the
Restoration concept is basically this:
If we preach now what they
preached then, and if people hear,
believe and obey now what they
heard, believed and obeyed then,
people will become now what
they did then. If not, WHY NOT?

This is what they did. This is what
they urged all others to do. They re-
stored book, chapter and verse preach-
ing. They restored the name of
Christian and that of churches of
Christ (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16;
Rom. 16:16). They restored the organ-
ization of the church with elders to
oversee, deacons to serve and all to be
workers (Phil. 1:1; 1 Cor. 3:9,10; 15:58;
Titus 3:1,8,14). They restored Chris-
tian worship: singing, praying, teach-
ing/ preaching, communion and giving
(Eph. 5:19; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor.
11:23-34; 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8,9). They re-
stored the autonomy of the church
with congregational independence,
free of entangling ecclesiastical con-
trol. They restored Christian fellow-
ship (Matt. 12:46-50; Phil. 1:3ff; 1 John
1:3ff). They restored the mission of the
church in evangelism, edification and
benevolence (Mark 16:15; Jude 20-21;
Gal. 6:10; James 1:27). They made it
possible for people to be Christians
only and nothing but Christians. They
restored God'’s first and second laws of
pardon (Rom. 10:17; Acts 16:31; 17:30;
Rom. 10:9,10; Mark 16:16; Acts 8:22;
James 5:16; 1 John 1:9). Here, the solid
and sound still stand opposed to all in-
novations and supportive of all Bibli-
cal demands of us.

For well over two hundred years
we have had to fight innovations,
many including the Missionary Soci-
ety, mechanical music in worship, open
membership, premillennialism, anti-
ism, Pentecostalism, the Crossroads
movement, version perversions, mod-
ernism, liberalism and the Change-
Agent agenda. It is sad, immeasurably
so, that many no longer stand in the
old paths but desire to plow new re-
ligious ground. They are out to re-
structure the Lord’s church fitting it
into the Protestant mainstream of di-
gression and outright apostasy. Our
militant cry must be, “They shall not
pass!”’
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IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST A SECT?

Tom Wacaster

Loyalty to the truth of God’s word does not make someone sectarian. If the
Bible forbids fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 5:11),
then compliance to that God-given command is not heretical.

r. l "he word “sect” is used nine
times in the New Testament. It
is translated four times with the

English word “sect,” and five times

with the word “heresies.” W. E. Vine

tells us that the word means “a

predilection either for a particular

truth, or for a perversion of one, gen-
erally with the expectation of per-
sonal advantage; hence, a division and
the formation of a party or sect in con-
trast to the uniting power of ‘the
truth,” held in toto; a sect is a division
developed and brought to an issue.”
When Paul arrived in Rome those
who were “the chief of the Jews” met
with him and said, “We neither received
letters from Judaea concerning thee,
nor did any of the brethren come hither
and report or speak any harm to thee.

But we desire to hear of thee what

thou thinkest: for as concerning this

sect, it is known to us that everywhere

it is spoken against” (Acts 28:21-22,

ASV).

It is important to note that Paul

did not regard the church as a sect.

When he stood before Felix, having

been charged by the Jews as a trouble

maker, he said, “But this I confess
unto thee, that after the Way which
they call a sect, so serve I the God of
our fathers” (Acts 24:14, ASV). Religious
theologians would have us believe
that the churches of Christ are just
another “sect,” a denomination among
denominations, and one of many “ways”
by which a man can get to heaven.

Unfortunately, these same “theologians”

would suggest that the churches of

Christ are not worthy to be classified

with mainstream denominationalism

because of so called “radical” beliefs
to which we subscribe. They would
have you believe that the church of

Christ is nothing more than a heretical,

pompous group of dogmatic knuckle-

heads incapable of understanding

God’s love and mercy.

One liberal theologian in speaking
of the church of Christ has even sug-
gested that he and his contemporaries

are “crusading against the tyranny of
ecclesiastical professionals within the
Christian commonwealth, for we believe
the system they espouse is cancerous
to the one body of believers.” Still an-
other writes, “It is true that Churches
of Christ, like other sects, have reduced
the Christian system to mere profes-
sional employment and sectarian ec-
clesiasticalism [sic].” It is really sad
that such misrepresentation charac-
terizes those who are bitterly opposed
to the church of Christ. It is somewhat
inconsistent for the religious leaders
of our day to claim that “it makes
little difference what church you belong
to” while exempting the church of
Christ from the so called “umbrella”
of God’s grace. One of the charges laid
at the feet of those of us who seek a
“thus saith the Lord” is the accusation
that churches of Christ have been too
judgmental in their refusal to fellowship
denominations. This, according to some,
makes us ‘sectarian.’ Loyalty to the
truth of God’s word does not make
someone sectarian. If the Bible forbids
fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness (Eph. 5:11), then compliance
to that God-given command is not
heretical, nor is it a manifestation of a
“sectarian spirit,” as some are claiming.
Another charge laid at our feet is that
the churches of Christ are too arrogant
in their claims of being the one true
church.

If the Bible plainly says there is
one body (and it does, Eph. 4:4-5), am
I sectarian because I preach that mes-
sage? If the Bible plainly says that all
spiritual blessings are in that one
body (and it does, Eph. 1:3), am I sec-
tarian because I practice and teach
that truth? If the Bible plainly says
that one must be baptized in order to
enter into that one body (and it does, 1
Cor. 12:13), am I sectarian because I
obey and preach that truth? If it is
“sectarian” to believe there is one body
and that the body is the church, that
one must conform to God’s will in
order to be pleasing in His sight, that

God authorizes only singing in worship,
and that men and women who promote
denominationalism will be lost, then
I plead guilty as charged.

But before someone frowns on this
self-admitted declaration, let him ex-
amine the scriptures and see that the
Holy Spirit has clearly revealed that
each of the aforementioned, so-called
“sectarian” beliefs are in compliance
with God’s will. Contrary to what re-
ligious leaders may claim or even
think, sectarianism is the result of
departure from those things, not com-
pliance to them. Hence, those who
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maintain loyalty to the truth are not sectarian.

Brother Darrell Conley wrote, “The church for which
Jesus died is not a sect. It is the original. It is the whole of
God’s saved people. Simply because men have invented
counterfeit churches, does not make the church of Christ a
counterfeit. The counterfeits are the sects.”

Now, before you write this author off as some sort of
radical nut, let’s reason together. Following the good
confession of Simon Peter (Matt. 16:16), Jesus told Peter
and the apostles, “Upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt.
16:18b, ASV). Please take note of the phrase, “I will build
my church.” Each word in that string of words is significant.
Let’s consider each of these.

First, Jesus said “I, will build my church.” Jesus is the
builder. He paid the price for the church by shedding His
precious blood on the cross. As the builder He has all
authority to build it precisely the way He wants it built
(Matt. 28:18). Our obligation is to examine the “blueprint,”
the word of God, so as to determine what the features of
that church are, and then to make sure we do not deviate
from that pattern. If it is important for a contractor to
comply with a blueprint in building a house, what makes
us think we can even attempt to build the church of our
Lord in this day and age and ignore the blueprint? Is it
sectarian to read and study the blueprint that God has
given, and appeal to that blueprint for authority in building
God’s church today?

Second, Jesus said, “I WILL BUILD my church.” At the
time Jesus lived upon the earth, the church was yet future
so far as its existence was concerned. It was only after
Jesus died on the cross that the church came into existence.
Most Bible students recognize that Acts 2 signifies the be-
ginning of the church. Luke recorded Peter’s stirring words
on that day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-35). Not only did the
apostle establish undeniable proof of the deity of Jesus, he
convicted the multitude of their sin and set forth the terms
of pardon. Once they complied to those terms of pardon
they were “added” to the church (Acts 2:41,47). Let this
point sink into your hearts. A man does not “join” the
church; he is “added to it” by compliance to the commands
of God. If it is sectarian to claim I have been added to the
church Jesus built, then so be it.

Third, Jesus said, “I will build MY church.” The
emphasis here is upon possession and ownership. When
someone says, “This is my house,” he is expressing ownership.
When referring to ownership of a piece of property one
says essentially the same thing whether he says, “This is
Mr. Jones’ house,” or, “This is the house of Mr. Jones.” If the
church belongs to Jesus, and it does, then it is proper and
right to refer to that church as “Christ’s church” or “the
church of Christ.” You have said essentially the same
thing. Now, dear friend, is it sectarian to use precisely the
same terminology that Paul used in referring to the Lord’s
church and thus claim that I am a member of the “church
of Christ” (Rom. 16:16)?

Fourth, Jesus said, “I will build my CHURCH.” Notice
the singular nature of that word. Jesus never promised to
build 2,000 or 200, or even 2 churches. He said He would
build His church. Is it sectarian, therefore, to claim to be a
part of that one church He built and for which He died?
What is the alternative? Would someone dare claim, upon
compliance to the will of God, that he is not a member of

the church for which Jesus died? The law of the excluded
middle demands that I am either a member of the church
for which Jesus died, or I am not a member of that church.
Why am I accused, therefore, of being sectarian when I
claim I have been added to that one church for which our
Savior died?

It is sad that the religious leaders of our age would
suggest that what I have written, and the subject I have
addressed, is not really that important. Before you buy
into that deceptive lie, let me impress upon your mind the
importance of this issue we are discussing. Since the
church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23), and since Paul
wrote, “For the husband is the head of the wife, and Christ
also is the head of the church, being himself the savior
of the body” (Eph. 5:23 ASV), I want to make sure I am in
the correct church, i.e. Jesus’ body, so as to lay claim to
that salvation. There is no salvation outside of Christ (2
Tim. 2:10; Eph. 1:3). I must be a part of that church for
which He died.

The devil has built many counterfeit churches,
but only the church of our Lord will enjoy the
blessing of salvation. So you see, it is an important
issue. In fact, it is so important an issue, that your very
salvation depends upon the church of which you are a
member. Think about it!
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