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ude wrote, “Beloved, when I
J gave all diligence to write unto

you of the common salvation, it
was needful for me to write unto you,
and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints.
For there are certain men crept in
unawares, who were before of old
ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into lasciviousness, and
denying the only Lord God, and our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 3-4).

Jude saw the need to write the
brethren and to exhort them to
“earnestly contend for the faith”
because of false teachers that had
“crept in unawares.” Jude could
write this same letter to any host of
congregations today. Let’s notice
three things these verses teach the
Christian about “contending for
the faith.”

First, we see the MANNER in
which we are to contend. Jude said
we are to earnestly contend. The
phrase “earnestly contend” is literal-
ly “to wrestle, strive, or agonize.”
The secular writers used these
words to describe the intense effort
that the athletes put forth to win the
Grecian games of the first century.
Paul, in comparing the Christian life
to a race, used similar terminology
(1 Cor. 9:24-25). Likewise, the
phrase “earnestly contend” describes
the intense efforts which are to char-
acterize the faithful as they stand
for the truth. We cannot give a half-
hearted stand for truth and fulfill
this command.

The Lord has never been satis-
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fied with those who are trying to
remain in the middle between
what’s right and what's wrong. He
condemned the Laodiceans for their
lukewarmness and the congrega-
tions of Pergamos and Thyatira
because they failed to stand against
the false teachers that were among
them (Rev. 3:14-16; 2:12-15,20). We
must never be “ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).

Second, we see the MESSAGE
for which we are to contend. Jude
said that we are to earnestly contend
for “the faith.” The phrase “the faith”
stands for the system of faith that
we have revealed for us in the New
Testament. For example, in the book
of Galatians we read concerning
Paul, “But they had heard only, That
he which persecuted us in times past
now preacheth the faith which once
he destroyed” (Gal. 1:23). Also, in the
book of Acts we read that “a great
company of the priests were obedient
to the faith” (Acts 6:7).

As Christians, we are not to con-
tend for just any religious doctrine,
but, rather, we are to contend for
what the New Testament teaches.

Third, we see the MEN with
whom we are to contend. Jude
wrote, “For there are certain men
crept in unawares...” (Jude 4). Here,
Jude told the brethren the men
against whom they were to contend
for the faith — false teachers. These
false teachers were trying to turn
“the grace of our God into lascivious-
ness.” Jude wanted the brethren to

stand up for the truth, which includ-
ed standing against these false
teachers.

After warning the brethren of
the presence of the false teachers,
Jude begins a lengthy description of
the false teachers to help the
brethren to be able to detect them
(vs.8-16). Jude wanted these
brethren to have the attitude that
Paul expressed in the book of Gala-
tians. Paul wrote, “And that because
of false brethren unawares brought
in, who came in privily to spy out our
liberty which we have in Christ
Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage: To whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that
the truth of the gospel might continue
with you” (Gal. 2:4-5).

We are not to harbor false teach-
ers but rather to mark and avoid
them (Rom. 6:17-18). False teachers
may appear to be the ministers of
righteousness, but they are in reali-
ty the ministers of Satan (2 Cor.
11:15). We must not support them in
any way lest we become partakers of
their evil deeds and suffer with them
in their condemnation (2 John 9-11).

Jude wrote the brethren to teach
them the manner in which they
were to contend, the message for
which they were to contend, and the
men against whom they were to
contend. May we also heed Jude’s
words and stand against the false
teachers of our day who are making
“havoc of the church.”
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11 who believe that only that

which is authorized is accept-

ble to God, and who believe

that only the revelation of God

authorizes, view the “IF” “THEN”

line of reasoning irrefutable when

the IF proposition is correct and the

THEN conclusion is logically con-

nected. In view of this, please con-
sider the following.

What teaching or practice was
forbidden (not authorized) in the
first century by the New Testa-
ment, but is permissible (autho-
rized) today? Can you think of any
teaching that was wrong then but is
not wrong now? Can you think of
any practice that was wrong then
but is not wrong now? IF it was a
sin in the early church, THEN it is
a sin now. If there were doctrines
and practices which were wrong in
the first century but are permissi-
ble now, then where is the revela-
tion that authorizes such doctrines
and practices?

IF it was a sin in the first cen-
tury to steal (Eph. 4:28), THEN it is
a sin today.

IF it was a sin to be a drunkard
in the first century (Gal. 5:21),
THEN it is a sin today.

IF adultery was a sin in the
early church (1 Cor. 6:9-11), THEN
adultery is a sin today.

IF instrumental music was a
sin in the first century (Eph. 5:19),
THEN it is a sin today.

These “IF THEN” statements
hold true with every sin mentioned
in the many lists found throughout
the New Testament (Rom. 1:21-32;
Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; 2 Tim.
3:1-7).

Notice how this same principle
holds true in regards to the role of
women in the church.

IF it was a sin in the first cen-
tury for a woman to preach (1 Cor.
14:34-35; 1 Tim. 2:8-12), THEN it is

a sin today.

IF it was a sin in the first cen-
tury for a woman to lead prayer in
the presence of men (1 Tim. 2:8),
THEN it is a sin today.

IF it was a sin for a woman to
wait on the Lord’s table in the first
century church (1 Tim. 2:11-12),
THEN it is a sin today.

IF it was a sin in the first cen-
tury worship assembly for a woman
to speak as an interpreter (1 Cor.
14:34-35), THEN it is wrong in the
twentieth century.

IF it was a sin in the first cen-
tury worship assembly for a woman
to function in any capacity which
caused her to have authority over
men (1 Cor. 14:34-35; 1 Tim. 2:8-12),
THEN it is a sin today.

Some are arguing “1 Corinthi-
ans 14 doesn’t count” in order to cir-
cumvent the plain teaching that a
woman must remain silent in
regards to “exercising authority
over men in a worship assembly” (1
Cor. 14:34-35). It is claimed we can-
not use 1 Cor. 14:34-35 today
because it does not apply to us; i.e.,
that we cannot use any passage in
regards to an assembly wherein
miraculous gifts were being exer-
cised. Their conclusion is that since
we do not have miraculous gifts
today, then whatever was said to
those brethren in that first century
assembly does not apply to us. But
let’s see if this is consistent with the
text?

1 Corinthians 14:5 clearly
shows that the church is edified
WHEN the audience understands
the Word that is preached. With a
foreign language speaker, the Word
is not understood unless it is inter-
preted! IF the message is not inter-
preted, THEN the church is not edi-
fied. IF the message is interpreted,
THEN the church is edified. There
was no understanding and there-

fore no edification without the mes-
sage being interpreted. The inter-
preter was obviously involved in the
process of the church being edified,
for without that person, the word
that was preached was spoken into
the “air” (v.9). “And even things
without life giving sound, whether
pipe or harp, except they give a dis-
tinction in the sounds, how shall it
be known what is piped or harped”
w.7)?

IF one does not understand
what is spoken, THEN he is a bar-
barian (foreigner) to the one who
speaks (v.11).

IF a woman could not serve as
an interpreter in the worship
assembly of 1 Corinthians 14,
THEN how can she function as an
interpreter in the worship assembly
today? By the common practice of
those who use women to interpret
today, it is implied that a woman
could also function as an inter-
preter in the first century church
PROVIDED she exercised no spiri-
tual gift in the process. In other
words, she could not interpret in
the first century if she did so by
inspiration; but, IF she was not
inspired, THEN she could function
as an interpreter. This is nonsensi-
cal! If anything, the opposite would
be true. By inspiration, she would
be able to function perfectly in the
capacity as an interpreter. There
would be absolutely no danger of
her making a mistake or going
beyond what was spoken by the
man by either adding to or taking
from what he said. By being
inspired, she would be guaranteed
that her interpreting would be
exactly what the man said, no more
and no less; and, therefore, in accor-
dance with God’s Will.

IF it can be explained to the
audience today (as many say they
are doing) that a woman interpreter
is not exercising authority over
men, that she is simply a mouth-
piece or expedient, THEN surely it
could have been explained to the
audience in the first century that a
woman was not exercising authori-
ty over men! IF it can be done
today, THEN it could have been
done in the first century.

Notice also: IF men could not
speak unless they took turns in the
first century (1 Cor. 14:27), THEN
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they cannot speak in the church
today unless they take turns. There
would be nothing but confusion if
we all were to speak at the same
time!

Some conclude that because a
miraculous element was involved in
the assembly of 1 Cor. 14, that the
regulations governing that assem-
bly do not apply today. IF those reg-
ulations (restrictions) do not apply
today, THEN men in our assemblies
can speak without taking turns! If
not, why not? Consider also, were
the men of 1 Cor. 14:27 inspired
when they spoke? The answer is
yes! IF it only applied to them while
they were inspired, THEN it does
not apply when they were not
inspired. IF it does not apply when
they were not inspired, THEN they
could all speak at the same time!
Therefore, they could all speak at
the same time THEN, IF they were
uninspired, just like men today can
all speak at the same time because
we are uninspired! That also is non-
sensical and causes an assembly of
great confusion.

Any man who spoke in a
“tongue” (foreign language) was for-
bidden to speak, i.e., “keep silence in
the church” (1 Cor. 14:28), when no
interpreter was present to translate
what he said. The word “silence”
here is the same word translated
“hold his peace” in verse 30 and
“silence” in verse 34 when it is said
that women must “keep silence in
the churches.” What these verses
say to one (the women), they say to
the other (the men). Whatever
restrictions were bound upon the
one, were bound upon the other. IF
the women had to keep silence in
the church (v.34), THEN the men
had to keep silence in the church
(v.28). However, it is clear from the
context that the men had to keep
silence with respect to a certain
condition; i.e., they were to keep
silence only when there was no
interpreter present to translate
what they said. But, no such
“exception” was placed upon the
women. They were to keep silence
period!

But, in what respect were they
(i.e., men speaking with no inter-
preter and women in general) to
keep silent? Was it a blanket
silence? Could these men and

women lift up their voices in song
with the congregation? Certainly
they could (Eph. 5:19). Could they
speak a word to correct or tend to
their children that sat by their side
(Eph. 6:4)? Certainly. Could they
cough if they had to (a cough is not
silence!)? In what respect then —in
what regard — were they each to
keep silent? The silence imposed
upon them was in respect to the
public teaching of God’s Word! Nei-
ther one of them (men or women)
could participate in instructing the
audience in the Word of God while
bound under “silence.” IF the
“silence” of verse 34 forbad a
woman to sing with the congrega-
tion, THEN it forbad the men of
verse 28 to sing with the congrega-
tion. But who believes such? Not 1.

Could we use a chain of inter-
preters? Would it be permissible to
have one male speaker and two,
three, four or more interpreters?
This is a real situation in an audi-
ence with multiple languages spo-
ken. Could these two, three, four or
more interpreters be women? Who
in the audience would believe that
these women were not preaching
and/or exercising a major part in
that assembly?

According to 1 Corinthians
14:40, “all things were to be done
decently and in order.” But IF the
limitations or restrictions men-
tioned in this chapter only applied
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arn: “to inform plainly and

strongly of possible trouble”

(The Random House College
Dictionary, c. 1982, p. 1483).

For both young and old alike,
warnings are a part of our lives each
day. Children are warned not to play
in the street, not to touch the hot
stove, and not to take candy from
strangers. Teenagers and adults are
warned about alcohol and drug
abuse and the evils of associating
with the wrong crowd. The surgeon
general warns that cigarette smok-
ing may be hazardous to one’s
health; recent reports reveal that
second-hand smoke is also detrimen-
tal. The television “beeps” and tells
us of a winter storm warning, severe
thunderstorm warning or tornado
warning. If one breaks the speed
limit, he may be fortunate enough
just to get a warning rather than a
citation. Although we sometimes
regard warnings as a bother, annoy-
ance, nuisance, etc., they serve to
help us avoid danger — they are for
our own welfare.

Warnings are prevalent through-
out Scripture, and they too serve a
vital purpose. God’s commandments
and judgments were created for
warning: “The fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring for ever: the judg-
ments of the Lord are true and right-
eous altogether...Moreover by them is
thy servant warned: and in keeping
of them there is great reward” (Psalm
19:9,11). The word “warn” and its
derivatives occur some twenty-nine
times in the King James Version in
both Old and New Testaments. For
instance:

“Son of man, I have made
thee a watchman unto the
house of Israel: therefore
hear the word at my mouth,
and give them warning from
me” (Ezek. 3:17).
“Therefore watch, and
remember that by the space
of three years I ceased not to
warn every one night and
day with tears” (Acts 20:31).

Paul not only warned the elders

WARNINGS

Wayne Cox

at Ephesus, he also warned the
Corinthians (1 Cor. 4:14), the unruly
(1 Thess. 5:14), and every man in
general (Col. 1:28). Paul’s threefold
charge to young Timothy was
“reprove, rebuke, and exhort” [i.e.
warn] (2 Tim. 4:2), since the day was
coming when 8o many would not
endure the proclamation of sound
doctrine, but would choose rather to
hear ear-tickling, back-slapping
sophistry which would save no one.

Just as there was a place in
preaching for warning in the first
century, there is also in the twenti-
eth! In fact, we cannot preach the
“whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27) if
we refrain from giving needed admo-
nitions and words of caution. What
are some things about which Chris-
tians should warn people?

SATAN

“Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Although some deny the exis-
tence of Satan, he is alive and well
on planet earth! The Bible describes
the devil in various ways:

(1) He is a murderer: “He was a
murderer from the begin-
ning” (John 8:44).

(2) He is a liar: “When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of
his own: for he is a liar, and
the father of it” (John 8:44).

(3) He is a deceiver: he
“deceiveth the whole world”
(Rev. 12:9); Paul warned of
his ability to transform him-
self into an angel of light (2
Cor. 11:14).

(4) He is the tempter: “And
when the tempter came to
him” (Matt. 4:3).

From the above descriptions of
Satan, it is readily apparent that he
does not seek our best interests. He
is our number one enemy, and is
relentless in his pursuit of trying to
bring about our ruin and spiritual
destruction. Therefore, heed the

warning and resist him (James 4:7)!
SIN

Seripture classifies the following
as sin:

(1) Violating one’s conscience
(Rom. 14:13).

(2) Knowing to do good and not
doing it (James 4:17).

(3) Breaking God’s law (1 John
3:4).

(4) Failing to keep God’s com-
mands (1 John 5:17).

Sin is inseparably linked to
Satan’s work of temptation: “But
every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. Then when lust hath con-
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth
death” (James 1:14-15). The tempter
is adept at his work in seducing man
— a fact with which we are all too
familiar, for “all have sinned” (Rom.
3:23).

We should send forth a “red
alert” against all the manifold sins of
our day, such as immorality, fornica-
tion, hatred, bitterness, strife, envy,
lying, immodesty, drunkenness, et
al. May we never be guilty of mini-
mizing sin by referring to it as
“immature development”, “negative
goodness”, “misdirection”, or a “mere
mistake.” Lust is not love; pornogra-
phy is not art; dishonesty is not
shrewdness; and homosexuality is
not a biological maladjustment.
Friends, whitewashing sin does not
change it from what it really is! The
world in general and the church in
particular need a good dose of strong
Bible preaching against such specific
sins to produce conversion and to
prevent apostasy. Let us be coura-
geous in both defending and living
the truth and denying sin’s place in
our lives. Heed the warning and flee
sin (1 Cor. 6:18)!

SIN'S CONSEQUENCES

People often minimize the conse-
quences of sin by saying: “It will all
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come out in the wash”; “One hun-
dred years from now it will be forgot-
ten”; “He's just sowing his wild oats”;
or “Boys will be boys.” How foolish to
belittle the disastrous effects of sin!

What are the tragic conse-
quences of sin? “The wages of sin is
death” (Rom. 6:23). “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall
of the flesh reap corruption...” (Gal.
6:7-8). God’s law of sowing and reap-
ing is as old as time. The law holds
true in the physical realm as well as
in the spiritual. One cannot sow wild
oats and pray for a crop failure — he
must face the consequences!

Many times, sin’s effects are felt
in this life. For instance, the drunk-
ard may die in an automobile acci-
dent or with cirrhosis of the liver as
a direct result of his sin of drinking.
Hospitals are filled with those suf-
fering the ravages of AIDS as a con-
sequence of their immorality.

Every time, sin’s effects are felt
in the next life unless they are
repented of, for hell is the eternal
consequence of unrepentant sin! As
one has said, “Sin is the only thing
that will keep you out of heaven; it is
the only thing that will put you in
hell. Indeed, sin is a three-letter
word which begins the longest sen-
tence.” In view of such, we cannot
afford to ignore sin’s consequences.
Yet the majority of mankind does
Jjust that!

In May of 1953 a tornado struck
the city of Waco, Texas. The twister
left 114 dead, 600 injured, and 52
million dollars in property damage.
However, the death toll could have
been minimal since the weather
bureau gave ample warning. One
woman said, “I heard the warning,
but never thought it would really
happen.” Myriads today reflect that
same disposition toward God’s warn-
ing — “Prepare to meet me in obedi-
ence, or be cast into eternal torment.”
No doubt, many will one day say
that they too heard the warning, but
never really believed that God would
send men to hell. Heed the warning!
Obey God today through gospel obe-
dience; remain faithful to Him
always!
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Verona, MS 38879

The Responsibility of the
Congregation to the Elders

James W. Boyd

Peace, progress, and faithfulness of a
congregation depends on members doing their
duty to the elders as well as elders doing their

duty to the church.

The church was established and
organized by Christ. All infor-
mation we have about the way
the church is supposed to be is found
in the New Testament. Christ is the
head of the church and has preemi-
nence in all things to the church
(Col. 1:18). The system of govern-
ment is relatively simple and effi-
cient when men follow the Lord’s
plan. We read of there being elders
in every church (Acts 14:23) as was
true in Philippi (Phil. 1:1). The con-
gregations were overseen by elders,
served by deacons, taught by preach-
ers and teachers, and every Christ-
ian a part of the church, being mem-
bers of the body (1 Cor. 12:27). This
is the New Testament pattern for
the government of the local congre-
gation under the headship of Christ
and the authority granted by Him to
the apostles as they were guided by
the Holy Spirit, their teaching being
now embodied in the inspired,
authoritative, all-sufficient, infalli-
ble, and inerrant Scriptures (2 Tim.
3:16,17). Those who serve in the
capacity of elders and deacons are to
be men of certain specified qualifica-
tions which are revealed in First
Timothy chapter three and Titus
chapter one.

Elders have duties both to God
and to the congregation they over-
see. There are various terms in the
New Testament that denote them
and their work, such as pastor, shep-
herd, elder, bishop, presbyter and
overseer. Their duties we have dis-

cussed in the last two months’
issues. The congregation also has
responsibilities to those who serve
as elders. Serving as an elder and
being a part of the eldership (the
plurality of men who jointly oversee
the congregation) is one of the most
awesome and sobering duties that a
human being can undertake. We
must respect the magnitude of this
work. We could only wish that all
who are elders realized its signifi-
cance, and many do. We could wish
that all members considered it as
they ought. The Bible teaches that
the elders shall give an account
(Heb, 13:17). The work of an elder is
a work to be done and Scripture
calls it a good work (1 Tim. 3:1). But
just as elders are to assume and dis-
charge this work, the congregation is
also to meet responsibilities to them
because each Christian shall give
account of himself regarding these
duties as well as all of life (Rom.
14:12; 1 Cor. 5:10).

DOUBLE HONOR

First Timothy 5:17,18, “Let the
elders that rule well be counted wor-
thy of double honor, especially they
who labor in the word and doctrine.
For the scripture saith. Thou shalt
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out
the corn. And, a laborer is worthy of
his reward.” Elders are to be held
with honor, even double honor. They
not only should receive moral and
spiritual support and esteem, but
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also supplied with physical and
material support if needed as they
do their work. If they are so provid-
ed, even as an ox is not to be denied
the fruit of its labor, then elders
would be allowed more time to
devote their energies for the perfor-
mance of their duties, especially the
duty of attending to matters of doc-
trine and the word. We sometimes
forget that those who are elders usu-
ally have all of the individual and
family duties that others have plus
the duties of being an elder. They
must provide a livelihood for them-
selves and their families as do others
but also expend much time and work
in caring for the congregation in all
the ways they are obligated. While
they deserve the respect and moral
support when they serve well, they
ought not be forced to neglect any of
this work because they have to
expend themselves in lesser duties.
Whatever they need to discharge
their work as elders ought to be pro-
vided by the congregation.

First Thessalonians 5:12,13,
“And we beseech you, brethren, to
know them which labor among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and
admonish you; and to esteem them
very highly in love for their work’s
sake. And be at peace among your-
selves.” To know them that labor
means more than just knowing their
names to identify them. I have found
that many members of the local
church to not even know who the
men are who serve as elders of the
congregation. This is a fault of mem-
bers that can be easily erased. It
may be that some elders are so inac-
tive that nobody takes notice of them
and the fault lies with them. But
knowing them means to have knowl-
edge that they occupy such a place
and understand their work, and
then give recognition that they are
serving in this most serious duty,
respecting the duty they perform. It
means giving recognition that they
serve the church, and then give
recognition of the service rendered.
It means they are accepted by the
members of the congregation they
oversee. The very work they do
demands special recognition to be
given them. It is wrong to ask a per-
son to assume this work and appoint
him to the work and then withhold
from him what he needs, or not work
with them cooperatively in carrying

out the work.
ESTEEM IN LOVE

This same passage says to
esteem them highly in love. This
love is not favoritism, nor simply a
sentimental feeling toward them.
This does not have reference to a
personal affection, although that
might be included. Many members
really have an affection for the good
men that lead them in spiritual
pathways. It is rather a love that
seeks the elder’s highest good, a love
of him and for him and his wife
because of the sacred work he is per-
forming for the whole congregation,
done on behalf of others, and by the
authority of Christ. This love must
express itself in deeds as well as
words. It calls for being helpful,
responsive, cooperative, respectful,
ready to carry out assignments,
helping them carry out their duties.
God expects members to help, not
hinder. When the eldership is not
running smoothly, it possibly is due
to friction among them, but it is also
often due to the lack of cooperation
by members. We have heard
brethren speak of how they love
their elders, but they do not lift their
hand to assist them in expediting
the work the congregation under-
takes. Love for the eldership stems
from love for the work overall, and
respect for the work for God that
elders do.

SLOW TO ACCUSE

First Timothy 5:19, “Against an
elder receive not an accusation, but
before two or three witnesses.” It is
generally open season on preachers
and elders, or anyone who tackles a
task. Some people seem to think
they have some God-given right to
take potshots at whoever serves pub-
licly, whenever they want to shoot,
and never feel obligated to know
much about what they are attacking.
I read a little statement recently
that said some folks leave “no turn
unstoned.” You read it correctly.
Regardless of the turn made, some
will stone it. Such is often the bur-
den of serving as an elder. Many
good men have been hurt and their
lives made painful because some
careless member or members
assume the right to “dig” and “jab”

at them because they are elders.

Those who go to the front lines
and into the foreground of the work,
as leaders must do, are often targets
of criticism. Often this criticism is
done in love and done constructively.
But too often it is done with malice
by those who much prefer to talk
against rather than walk and work
with the ones they criticize. They
prefer to use cutting words rather
than engage in constructive work.
They undermine with their talking.
They do not seem to consider how
they undercut authority even in the
minds of the young and those out-
side the church. I have heard mem-
bers severely berate preachers and
elders in the presence of young peo-
ple and non-Christians. When such
is done, should we be surprised that
the young and non-Christians have
no respect for the church?

Elders are not perfect in all they
do. But are we? Elders are subject to
making mistakes, and their mis-
takes are more serious. They are
subject to temptations as others.
Yes, they should be better able to
handle it because they are to be
selected from the strong. But they
are still just human beings and suf-
fer from pressures as do others. This
is one reason we believe God autho-
rized a plurality of elders to form the
eldership that oversees the congre-
gation rather than having a one man
rule. It is not likely, although possi-
ble, that all the eldership will “go
bananas” at the same time.
Brethren ought not be too quick to
assume elders are at fault unless
there is verified testimony to that
fact by witnesses. Criticisms are
often made from evil motives and
are not Just. When they are Just
and proven, Paul says, “Them that
sin rebuke before ail, that others may
fear” (1 Tim. 5:20). This would apply
to elders as well as everyone else.
But this is something that must be
done cautiously.

Failure to treat an elder or the
eldership properly and Justly and
accepting whatever somebody says
against them is to do wrong. When
differences arise with elders, they
should be the first to know of it. Why
tell everyone else? Preachers often
make this mistake and stir up rebel-
lion against elders before they con-
front the elders with their differ-
ences, It is not unknown for elders to
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be viciously criticized and no effort
made to either prove or correct the
mistakes that are alleged. Preachers
have certainly been treated this way
also. Such has been the cause of
many disturbances in the church.
For shame!

GOLDEN RULE

How is the member to treat the
elder? Let us begin with Matthew
7:12, called the “golden rule.” Some-
times we wonder whatever hap-
pened to the “golden rule” among
some brethren, seeing how they
fight, claw, and rip each other. It
should be applied in every relation-
ship including treatment toward
elders. Would you like your sincere
efforts to be belittled, ridiculed, your
motives harshly judged and
impugned, your earnest desire to
serve and do right to be scoffed and
mocked? Would you want your fami-
ly to be berated and accused unjust-
ly as the topic of talk, talk, talk? Do
you not realize that being in the
spotlight, as all leaders are, is diffi-
cult enough without someone hiding
in the darkness trying to shoot you
down? Many problems in the home
and church would never have the air
to survive if brethren believed and
obeyed Matthew 7:12. We could pos-
sibly emphasize this passage in
application of treatment toward
elders to the extent that would con-
clude that this covers just about
everything about the duty of the con-
gregation toward elders.

SUBMISSION AND OBEDIENCE

Hebrews 13:1,17, “Remember
them which have the rule over you,
who have spoken unto you the word
of God; whose faith follow, consider-
ing the end of their conversation...
Obey them that have the rule over
you, and submit yourselves; for they
watch for your souls, as they that
must give account, that they may do
it with joy, and not with grief; for
that is unprofitable for you.” We are
to be mindful and thoughtful of the
elders, especially regarding our
deeds and attitudes toward them
and the manner of life we live. We
owe it to them to make their labor as
painless and successful as we can
make it. Consideration for their feel-
ings is proper. We must be attentive

to them, giving heed to their lead.
We have the duty to imitate their
faith, like Paul called upon brethren
to imitate him as he imitated Christ
(1 Cor. 11:1).

To obey is to submit to their
rule. They make decisions of Judg-
ment on behalf of the local body.
This is part of their work. We should
cooperate as best we can with those
decisions. We should not cause the
faithful elder grief as he does his
work, but be a source of joy to him.
Otherwise, it is unprofitable for us.
We have known some brethren who
have been constant burdens to the
eldership throughout their lives.
They are always a source of prob-
lems and antagonisms by the way
they complain, obstruct, or the lives
they live.

Leaders cannot lead if followers
will not follow. Since God expects
leaders to lead, isn’t it true that He
expects followers to follow? Elders
rule and the congregation should
obey and follow. Elders are to feed
the church and the congregation
should be willing to be fed and culti-
vate an appetite for the sincere milk
of the word. The food is the meat of
the truth, the milk of the gospel.
Members should take advantage of
the opportunities the elders provide
to be fed.

Elderships have authority, a del-
egated authority, to discharge their
duties. They have a limited authori-
ty, having no power to make, alter,
legislate, or compromise truth. They
do have the authority to see to it
that the word of truth is taught,
defended, upheld, and enforced with
the work of the church, the pillar
and ground of the truth, being expe-
dited. Members should cooperate
with them in seeing all of this is
accomplished.

HOLD UP THEIR HANDS

Members are expected to be as
Aaron and Hur when the
Amalekites attacked Israel in the
wilderness. They held up the hands
of Moses so the battle led by Joshua
could be brought to a successful con-
clusion. As Moses held up the rod of
God, Israel prevailed. When he
became weary and the rod was low-
ered, Israel suffered setbacks. So
Aaron and Hur held up his hands
and the victory belonged to all the

people of God.

We realize surely, if the elders
go contrary to truth, we shall not fol-
low men, but God. As in all matters
of authority, in the home, parental,
in civil government, husbands, etc.
“..we must obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29). But in the matters
of opinion and human judgment that
affect the local church, elders have
the duty to lead and members have
the duty to follow. To refuse to do so
is to challenge God’s government for
the church. It is to dishonor the very
ones we are commanded to honor. In
the many years I have been preach-
ing (nearly forty-three at this writ-
ing) I have never knowingly taken
problems with elders (and I have
had them) before the congregation to
do battle without first facing them,
even in matters of doctrine as well
as opinion. In matters of opinion
wherein we differed I just let it pass,
and sometimes it cost me dearly
because some elders would not be as
considerate. In matters of doctrine I
still showed respect for them first. I
find this is generally the case with
most preachers and members who
take their faith and work seriously.
Only in matters of “thus saith the
Lord” is one justified in contending
openly and then because God’s truth
is challenged.

We can summarize the responsi-
bility of the members to the elders
by saying it is to love, support, imi-
tate, obey, submit, honor, cooperate,
and treat according to the “golden
rule,” living so as to add no burden
but bring joy to them. Peace,
progress, and faithfulness of a con-
gregation depends on members
doing their duty to the elders as well
as elders doing their duty to the
church. After all, we are brothers
and sisters in Christ who serve in
different capacities, but each doing
whatever he can to see that others
get to heaven.

102 Edison St.
McMinnville, TN 37110

“SEEK THE OLD PATHS”
Lectureship
July 28 - Aug. 1, 1996
The Seven
Churches of Asia
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“Please renew my subscrip-
tion to this great brother-
hood publication. Brethren,
keep up this great and nec-
essary work” ...Louis Joseph,
Clarkston, GA. “This is a
3 K very good publication and I
Smecan oS G 7" deeply appreciate the stand

you take for truth” ...Walter
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appreciate the monthly pub-

lication of S.T.0.P. very much. Every Christian needs to read and
study the articles in it. I appreciate your firm stand for the truth”
...Minnie Medley, Palmetto, FL. “I want you to know how much I appre-
ciate your work. I enjoy reading S.T.O.P. every time it arrives. Thank
you so much for the outstanding work you do with the paper” ...Hous-
ton, TX. “I appreciate the way you teach the truth with firm, yet kind
ways” ...Linda Ross, Jackson, TN. “Thank you. I think you are doing a
good work” ...Winfred Smith, Anadarko, OK. “As a gospel preacher for
some 25 years and as a graduate from Lipscomb (back when it was a
sound Christian College), I am greatly disturbed by change agents
within the church of our Lord, such as the Nashville Jubilee. I am sad-
dened by those who are not alarmed, and who cannot see the destruc-
tive agenda that some brethren espouse. I fear the storm clouds on the
horizon that threaten the church. I greatly admire the title of your pub-
lication and believe it should be the duty of every minister to admonish
Christians to Seek The Old Paths and to walk therein” ... Moulton,
AL. “Just a note to let you know how much we appreciate the many
good works, you, and the good East Corinth Church of Christ are doing
for the cause of Christ. Only heaven can see and measure the good
being accomplished through your good lectureships and 8., T.0.P, May
God continue to bless you in your stand for truth and righteousness”
«.Southside Church of Christ, Opelika, AL. “I appreciate the good work
you brethren are doing” ...Lenard Hogan, Hornbeak, TN. “I praise your
stand for the truth” ..Jack Beard, Tyler, TX. “Thank you for all of the
work you do” ...Joe & Elea Robertson, Paragould, AR. “Please remove
us from your mailing list. Thanks” ...Lee Perkins, Senatobia, MS. “1
have just read EVERY word in your S.T.O.P. magazine! Wonderful
articles!” ...Alice Smith, Crossville, TN. “You have an excellent publica-
tion! I share some of the articles with the Ladies Bible Class and also
with other friends. I enjoy the articles so much and look forward to each
copy. I keep all of my old copies for reference. Keep up the good work!
We appreciate your stand for the truth” ...Betty Hendrix, Arab, AL. “1
continue to enjoy reading S.T.0.P. and appreciate your stand for truth
and the good work you are doing” ... Kenneth Willis, Morrison, TN. “Just
a note to let you know how much I appreciate receiving S.T.O.P. Your
stand for the truth is to be commended. I also wanted to tell you how
much I enjoyed your lectureship book on “The Church at Corinth.” It is
simply an excellent work! I have been arranging my schedule for 1986
and the Lord willing, I have it open for the first time in many years. I
have the full intention of coming down to Corinth and attending the
1996 lectures and have already entered it on my calendar” ...Steve
Fishel, Bradford, TN. [NOTE: the lectureship this year will be held on
July 28th-Aug. 1st.] “I am thankful for the stand you have taken for the
cause of Christ and the dedication you have for the work He has given
for all of His people to do. In light of the number of men who have wan-
dered away from the “old paths” it makes the tasks even harder to
teach the Word to a people who have no interest in the pure truth. It is
my prayer that those who have wandered will see the need to once
again see the need to return to the “old paths” before it is everlastingly
to late. My prayers are with you and your efforts” ...James Powell, Cull-
man, AL. “Where I attend church, we still believe the Gospel to be all
that is necessary just as it is. We believe as you do, that God our Father
and his Word is sufficient and needs no changes to fit man’s weakened
condition. Keep up the good work. God bless you at Corinth for your
work of Truth” ...Ernest Teague, Wetumpka, AL. “Keep up the good
work"” ...Dallas Vinson, Baxter, TN. “I picked up a copy of S.T.O.P.
today at a preachers and wives meeting. I was very impressed by all
the fine articles in it. From what I read, my conclusion is that it is a
sound paper with sound writers. I could praise your stand for truth
and against error all day. I pray that those who have left the truth
will one day see the error of their way, repent and come back ere it be
too late. I also pray that men like yourself will continue to stand for the
Faith and refute every error known. Keep up the goed work and may
God continue to bless you and your good elders” ... Dary! Busby, Dongo-
ta, IL. “We receive S.T.O.P. and enjoy it very much. It is very informa-
tive on the things that are going on. Use this contribution as you see fit”

...Florene Howze, Baker, FL. “It is a fine paper. Thank you” ...George
Robinson, Gurley, AL. “I really appreciate you and the good work you
are doing. Pray for us” ...Charles Huff, Kingsport, TN. “You continue to
do a great job with S.T.0.P. The kindness of your personality shows in
your articles even when you are exposing error. Just do not get discour-
aged” ...Nashville, TN. “Excellent publication! Glad to get it” ...Jeff
Archey, Hendersonville, TN. “The 1993 8.T.0.P. sent to me has greatly
help me to follow the truth of the Bible to help me gain further under-
standing of the scriptures. I wish to thank you for presenting such
materials to us and help us know the truth of the Word” ...Maithias
Ochui, Nigeria, Africa. “Can you please renew my subscription to
8.T.0.P. I have enjoyed your paper for many months and I know I have
increased my knowledge in various Bible topics. May God continue to
bless your work!” ...Bill Sirdofsky, Boise, ID. “I was reading some of
your publications and really enjoyed it. I would like to receive it too.
Keep up the good work” ...Leroy Simon, Jr., Shawnee, OK. “Please send
me S.T.O.P. I am very interested in following the articles presented in
this publication” ...Dave Lewis, Middleburg, PA. “I am a 95 year old
widow and enjoy reading your paper. Please put me on your mailing
list” ...Minnie Reid, Nashville, TN. “Hats off to your Oct/95 issue of
S.T.O.P. I believe it is the best ever. The piece by Dan Goddard was
superb. The elder article by Jerry Joseph was tops. And the article
“How To Save The Church” is a piece that every preacher should put in
their congregation’s bulletin” ... Brian Jones, Springfield, OH.

Would you like to have an indexed bound volume of Seek The
Old Paths for 19957 Make your check to Ofd Paths Publish-
ing for $5 (price includes postage) and mail to: 304 Ripley St.,
Corinth, MS 38834. They are now ready for shipment.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East Corinth
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is
mailed FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publi-
cation can be found in Jude 3; Il Timethy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1;
Il Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published unless other-
wise noted. Articles are also welcomed.
Editor: Garland M. Robinson
Associate Editor: Jinmy Bates
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