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Four SOBERING FACTS ABOUT DENOMINATIONALISM

enominationalism, by its very
Ddeﬁnition, is division (many).

Division is condemned by God
(1 Cor. 1:10; Rom. 16:17; Eph. 4:3-6).

Fact #1: Denominationalism is
nothing new. Although Protestant
denominationalism has only been
around since the days of Martin
Luther (1482-1546), the origin of de-
nominationalism can be traced all the
way back to the first century to a
group commonly designated by Bible
students as “Judaizers.” These men
are the forefathers of all denomina-
tionalism because they were the first
of many subsequent teachers who es-
poused the belief that there must be
things added to the Gospel in order to
be saved. In their case, they taught
that a person must obey the Gospel
and be circumcised (Acts 15:1) to be
saved. Shortly thereafter, they added
that a circumcised Christian must
keep the Law of Moses to be saved
(Acts 15:5). The noxious taproot of de-
nominationalism, regardless of what
century it is espoused and practiced,
is the belief that it is no big deal to
add to or subtract from God’s revealed
word.

This fundamental belief of de-
nominationalism is clearly NOT de-
rived from either a casual or careful
reading of the Scriptures. In the be-
ginning, middle, and end of God’s
word there are explicit directions to
not add to it or subtract from it. Who
is unable to understand: “Ye shall not
add unto the word which I command
you, neither shall ye diminish
ought from it” (Deut. 4:2); “Every
word of God is pure...Add thou not

John Chowning

unto his words, lest he reprove thee,
and thou be found a liar” (Prov. 30:5-
6); or, “For I testify unto every man
that heareth the words of the prophecy
of this book, If any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him
the plagues that are written in this
book: and if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of
the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book” (Rev.
22:18-19)?

Sadly, the Scriptures clearly
record the fact that Satan has been
adding to and/or subtracting from
God’s word since the Garden of Eden
(Gen. 3:4;2:17). Sadder still is the fact
borne out by history that Eve’s de-
scendants have repeatedly fallen for
Satan’s heinous lie. Denominational-
ism stands out as a shameful testa-
ment to these horrific facts.

Fact #2: Denominationalism
teaches a gospel different than
the one taught by the apostles.
When the Judaizers showed up in the
region of Galatia in the first century
with the message of: “the gospel plus
circumcision and the Law equals sal-
vation,” they sought to persuade their
listeners that this was no big deal.
Their doctrine, they claimed, was the
same as the apostles; it was another
of the same kind. The inspired apostle
Paul adamantly disagreed; he wrote:
“I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another (heteros,
different) gospel” (Gal. 1:6).

The word Greek word translated

“soon removed” (turning away) has
the idea of reversing one’s course. It is
used by Stephen in Acts 7:39 to de-
scribe the children of Israel’s decision
at Mount Sinai when they came to
Aaron and said, “Make us gods to go
before us” and then “they made a calf
in those days, and offered sacrifice
unto the idol, and rejoiced in the
works of their own hands” (Acts 7:40-
41). What Biblically literate person
would contend that Israel’s worship-
ping of the golden calf was just “an-
other” way of worshipping Jehovah?
The idol erected at Mount Sinai was
a “different” (heteros) god; i.e. it was
different in quality and character
than the one true God.

This same word (heteros) was
used to describe the difference be-
tween the Gospel taught by the in-
spired apostles and the gospel
proclaimed by the first century de-
nominationalists — the Judaizers.
Whenever a promoter of denomina-
tionalism ignores God’s plain words
about not adding to or subtracting
from His word, the message pro-
claimed is different in quality and
character than the Gospel proclaimed
from the apostles’ doctrine.

Fact #3: Denominationalism is
what grows when the seed of a
perverted gospel is planted. When
one realizes that:

1) the principle of sowing and

reaping (that the seed in the

grass, herb, and fruit trees will
only produce after its kind) has

(Continued on page 19)
Sobering Facts...
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‘WitHouT NATURAL AFFECTION

Johnny O. Trail

The Bible speaks of the unborn as having
attributes of the fully grown prior to birth.

he state of New York passed a
I bill allowing abortions through
the third trimester of preg-
nancy. This bill was passed on the an-
niversary of the Roe v. Wade decision
(Jan/1973) that allows a mother to
abort a child as late as the third
trimester of gestation. Considering re-
cent changes to the United States
Supreme Court, the state of New York
believed that this law was vital in pro-
tecting a woman’s “reproductive
rights.” The passage of this legislation
was immediately bemoaned by those
against abortion and embraced glee-
fully by those who are “pro-choice.”™

The flood of opinions on social
media immediately appeared on the
screens of those who keep up with
such things. The stark contrasts be-
tween those on each side of the debate
became immediately apparent. One
post showed the supporters of the pro-
choice legislation signing the bill into
law. They all had big smiles on their
faces as if they had done some mag-
nificent thing for all of humanity.
When the bill was passed in the leg-
islative chambers, a great cheer went
up from just about all those who were
present.?

As this writer watched the video
of these proceedings, one phrase from
the book of Romans immediately
came to mind. Romans 1:28-32 says,
“And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient;
Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, de-
bate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, Without
understanding, covenant breakers,
without natural affection, [emp.
mine] implacable, unmerciful: Who

knowing the judgment of God, that
they which commit such things are
worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do
them.” This same word is translated
as “heartless” by other versions of the
Bible.

When one considers the sacrifices
that some women endure to see their
children born healthy, it becomes
clear that those in jubilant support of
abortion on demand are “without nat-
ural affection” and “heartless” regard-
ing the unborn. Those who stand as
champions regarding the lives of the
unborn stand decidedly against the
heartless. Certain mothers have re-
fused life saving treatments for vari-
ous diseases because they wanted to
give their unborn children a chance at
life.* Many women, my wife included,
were forced to be on restrictive bed
rest to ensure their children were car-
ried full term and born healthy.
Women who have had miscarriages
and still-births mourn their losses.

Individuals who have felt the
pain of losing a child or the despera-
tion of wanting a child of one’s own
would express anything but celebra-
tion over laws that allow the slaugh-
ter of unborn, innocent children.
Instead of celebration, there should be
weeping and mourning over such an
atrocious piece of legislation. Jere-
miah 31:15 says, “Thus saith the
LORD:; A voice was heard in Ramah,
lamentation, and bitter weeping;
Rachel weeping for her children re-
fused to be comforted for her children,
because they were not.”

Some political commentators dis-
agree, but it seems the new law would
allow a mother to terminate her child
up until the point of birth if the child
was born with certain “disabilities.”
One wonders what constitutes a “dis-
ability?” Also, who gets to make that
determination?

Andrew Cuomo, the Governor of
New York, described the legislation as
an important step in a “woman’s right
to control her own body.” He is incor-
rect regarding the second life living
within its mother’s womb. It has a
body and genetic code all its own. It is
a distinct human being with its own
traits and personality.

In celebration of the new legisla-
tion, Governor Cuomo ordered the
needle portion of the World Trade
Center to be light pink. Some people
on social media ironically observed
that the top portion of the World
Trade Center resembled a large nee-
dle that is sometimes employed in
various abortion procedures. How
horrific!

Our country has fallen in lock
step with other world leaders. Hitler
killed six million Jews during WWII
and various other nationalities of peo-
ple. It is hard to determine exactly,
but Joseph Stalin killed somewhere
over 20 million people during his
tyrannical reign.’ Pol Pot killed about
two million during his blood thirsty
reign over Cambodia.® Mao Zedong
killed around forty-five million people
in his communist revolution.” Each of
these world leaders are viewed with
disgust ad nauseum for the manner
in which they slaughtered human be-
ings to accomplish their political and
social agendas.

According to one web site
60,069,971 babies have been aborted
since Roe v. Wade!® Over sixty million
innocent, defenseless human beings
have been put to death. We are critical
of the atrocities of former world lead-
ers, but we as a nation cannot see or
do not care about the atrocities being
performed in our own country.

Most of these unborn children are
aborted in the name of “reproductive
freedom.” Laws like the one just
passed in New York would provide a
longer amount of time for one to seek
an abortion and make it possible for
people other than doctors to provide
abortions. This will widely open the
door for incompetent, unscrupulous
medical professionals and ensure in-
jury to mothers seeking to abort their
unborn children.

The Bible speaks of the unborn as
having attributes of the fully grown
prior to birth. Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Be-
fore I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I or-
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dained thee a prophet unto the na-
tions.” Evidently, God knew Jeremiah
before he was ever born and knew he
would be ordained a prophet for God’s
purposes.

By the same token, God knew
over sixty million babies before they
were ever born. If the blood of Abel
cried out, what of the blood of sixty
million aborted children? In Genesis
4:10 God asks Cain, “What hast thou
done? the voice of thy brother’s blood
crieth unto me from the ground.”

The Bible speaks of a day in
which God will judge all human be-
ings that have ever lived. Revelation
20:12-13 says, “And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened: and an-
other book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works.
And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell deliv-
ered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man ac-
cording to their works.” 1, for one,
would hate to be numbered among
those who had a part or role in abort-
ing over sixty million unborn chil-
dren.

Footnotes:

1 www.yahoo.com/news/andrew-cuomo-signs-
abortion-bill-084216083.html?ncid=facebook_
yahoonewsf _akfmevaatca

2 www.yahoo.com/news/andrew-cuomo-signs-
abortion-bill-084216083.html?ncid=facebook_
yahoonewsf _akfmevaatca

3 www.aol.com/article/news/2017/09/11/mom-
who-refused-cancer-treatment-due-to-pregnan
cy-dies-just-three-days-after-giving-
birth/23204874/?fbclid=IwAR219voOvtwlr3kC
0T104TrzlxQxJloqlzjG5K7sliM1PxxcngXFgo
L3KMs
4 encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article
documenting-numbers-of-victims-of-the-
holocaust-and-nazi-persecution
5 www.nytimes.com/1989/02/04/world/major-
soviet-paper-says-20-million-died-as-victims-o
f-stalin.html
6 www.history.com/topics/cold-war/pol-pot
7 www.independent.co.uk/arts-
entertainment/books/news/maos-great-leap-fo
rward-killed-45-million-in-four-years-
2081630.html
8 www.lifenews.com/2018/01/18/60069971-
abortions-in-america-since-roe-v-wade-in-197
3/

2698 Old Clarksville Pike

Ashland City, TN 37015

Sobering Facts...
(Continued from page 17)

existed since the third day of cre-

ation (Gen. 1:11-12);

2) the word of God is the seed of

the kingdom (Luke 8:11); and

3) the word of God when planted

in good soil in the first century

only produced churches of Christ

(Rom. 16:16) which were com-

prised of (unhyphenated) Chris-

tians (Acts 11:26), then any
backyard gardener can quickly
figure out that the only way to get

a church different than what the

word of God produced in the first

century is to use a different seed.

How significant is this? The in-
spired apostle Paul calls this a perver-
sion of the Gospel of Christ (Gal. 1:7).
The word translated “pervert” in
Galatians 1:7 (metastrepho) has the
idea of transforming something into
that which is opposite in character. It
is used in Acts 2:20 where Peter is
quoting part of Joel’s prophecy, “The
sun shall be turned into darkness.” By
its inherent nature, the sun is bright
and full of light. It is a perversion
(metastrepho) of the sun for it to be
darkness.

Now, consider the impact of this
word in relation to the Gospel. The in-
herent nature and power of the
Gospel is salvation (Rom. 1:16). When
a Judaizer adds to or subtracts from
the Gospel, the result is opposite in
character to salvation! In other words,
the perverted Gospel of denomina-
tionalism produces condemnation.
The Gospel’s sunny offer of salvation
is turned into the darkness of con-
demnation.

Fact #4: Denominationalism is
a big, Big, BIG deal. Just in case
someone is tempted to shrug off the
significance of adding to or subtract-
ing from the Gospel, the apostle Paul
writes: “But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be ac-
cursed. As we said before, so say I now
again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have re-
ceived, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8-
9). The word “accursed” (anathema)
means “devoted to destruction.” God
does not play with those who play
with His word. Of the several Greek
words and ways available to the apos-

tle Paul to describe the condemnation
of those who pervert the Gospel, he
chose the strongest possible way
available to him in the Greek lan-
guage.

Satan, a liar and the Father of
lies (John 8:44), says that adding to or
subtracting from God’s word is no big
deal. God, who cannot lie, says it is a
big, Big, BIG deal.

Whom do you believe? The devil
or God?
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FAITHFULNESS AND FOOLISHNESS

Marvin L. Weir

Will you and I be found faithful or foolish?

eremiah was a prophet of fear-
J less integrity. Spokesmen like

this faithful prophet are sorely
needed today. Dryden is quoted as
saying, “To take up half on trust, and
half on try, name it not faith, but
bungling bigotry.” Jeremiah was not
one to only trust half-way in Jehovah!

The Commission! God told His
mouthpiece, “Stand in the court of the
LORD’S house, and speak unto all the
cities of Judah, which come to worship
in the LORD’S house, all the words
that I command thee to speak unto
them; diminish not a word” (Jer. 26:2).
The Lord’s house is the last place one
should seek to diminish the Word of
God! What the “cities of Judah”
needed was strong proclamation of
God’s truths so they might “turn every
man from his evil way” (26:3). Jere-
miah knew that professed pro-
claimers of truth who were afraid of
offending the princes of the people
were like salt that had lost its savor.
Such salt is not fit for land nor
dunghill (Luke 14:34), and is “cast out
and trodden under the foot of men”
(Matt. 5:13).

It is no different today with the
Lord’s church! Professed preachers
who attempt to modify the force of
God’s Word because of fear of losing
members should be rebuked by godly
elders. In far too many instances,
however, those who are called “elders”
have no desire to “cross” the people in
the pew. Preachers and elders who do
not want “the whole counsel of God”
(Acts 20:27) taught to the congrega-
tion and refuse to repent will see God
take their part “from the tree of life,
and out of the holy city” (Rev. 22:19).
Christians are commissioned to teach
and honor all of God’s Word!

The Message! “Thou shalt say
unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye
will not hearken to me, to walk in my
law, ... To hearken to the words of my
servants the prophets, ... I will make
this...city a curse to all the nations of
the earth” (Jer. 26:4-6). Unbelief and
disobedience have a way of catching
up with people. It is a terrible thing

The chotce is ours to make.

for people to have no interest in God,
but it is especially tragic when the
light of truth grows dim in God’s
house.

The Lord’s church today is a dis-
grace and a curse upon society when
it will not stand for the truth. A terri-
ble thing it is when ten righteous peo-
ple cannot be found (cf. Gen. 18:32). A
congregation is of no value to the city
or community when it is no longer a
beacon of light (truth) to a lost and
dying world.

The Opposition! “When Jere-
miah had made an end of speaking all
that the LORD had commanded [him]
to speak unto all the people, that the
priests and the prophets and all the
people took him, saying, Thou shalt
surely die. Why hast thou prophesied
in the name of the LORD, saying, This
house shall be like Shiloh, and this
city shall be desolate without an in-
habitant? And all the people were
gathered against Jeremiah in the
house of the LORD” (Jer. 26:8-9). God’s
spokesman, Jeremiah, clearly shows
they were dishonoring and degrading
both the “house” and the “city.” This
was more than their pride could bear,
and they turn on Jeremiah. But God’s
house and His city are worth nothing
if its occupants are living in sin!

To kill Jeremiah would not kill
God’s purpose. Neither will dismiss-
ing faithful preachers of the Gospel
deter the purpose of the Lord!

The Call To Repentance! “Then
spake Jeremiah unto all the princes
and to all the people, saying, The
LORD sent me to prophesy against
this house and against this city all the
words that ye have heard. Therefore
now amend your ways and your do-
ings, and obey the voice of the LORD
your God; and the LORD will repent
him of the evil that he hath pro-
nounced against you” (Jer. 26:12-13).
A faithful mouthpiece of God can take
back nothing that has been pro-
claimed. The “house” and the “city”
can only be saved by the people’s re-
pentance and steadfast obedience to
God’s Word.

If congregations today are to be
delivered from desolation and de-
struction, the voice of Jehovah must
be obeyed. No comfort will be forth-
coming to those who hear God’s Word
but refuse to obey it!

The Personal Conviction! “As
for me, behold, I am in your hand: do
with me as seemeth good and meet
unto you. But know ye for certain, that
if ye put me to death, ye shall surely
bring innocent blood upon yourselves,
and upon this city, and upon the in-
habitants thereof: for of a truth the
LORD hath sent me unto you to speak
all these words in your ears” (Jer.
26:14-15). A loyal and true servant of
God is always more concerned about
the faithful delivery of his message
than the deliverance of himself from
the hands of his enemies!

Knowing that God cannot lie
(Heb. 6:18), the Christian has “as an
anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and stedfast” (Heb. 6:19). The “sword
of the Spirit” and the “shield of faith”
are indispensable in quenching “the
fiery darts of the evil one” (Eph. 6:16-
17).

The Voice of Reason! “Then
said the princes and all the people
unto the priests and to the prophets;
This man is not worthy to die: for he
hath spoken to us in the name of the
LORD our God” (Jer. 26:16). Is it not
amazing that the princes and people
reasoned correctly while the priests
and prophets refused to do so?

Often today one sees those who
sit in the pew willing to embrace rea-
son and truth more quickly than the
preacher or the elders. Religious pride
and desire for power are bitter ene-
mies to God’s truth!

Will you and I be found faithful or
foolish? The choice is ours to make as
we journey through this life. Let us re-
member that the Lord said, “My sheep
hear my voice...and they follow me”
(John 10:27). May we prove to be the
Lord’s sheep!

484 CR 44700
Blossom, TX 75416
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BROKEN-HEARTED BECAUSE OF LosT SouLs

Roger Campbell

Sin stains the soul and slays those who practice it.

aybe it is a life of unbridled

| \ / I immorality. It might be a fellow

defiantly refusing to accept the

Lord’s authority. Perhaps it is a person

who has been swept away by false

teaching. For others, it could be that

indifference has taken root in their

heart. Regardless of what the reason(s)

might be, when a soul is lost, it is an
immeasurable tragedy.

Sin stains the soul. Sin slays the
practicers of it. Sin separates its par-
ticipants from the Lord. Sin slams shut
the door to heaven. Yes, sins stains,
slays, separates, and slams. Sin is one
hundred per cent detrimental.

As we think about the horribleness
of sin, we are reminded that our Father
calls on all of His children to be tender-
hearted (Eph. 4:32). Each of us has
his/her own unique personality/char-
acter/makeup. Some Christians rarely
show their emotions outwardly, but
they have a tender, caring heart. Others
among us tear up, blubber, and sob at
the slightest provocation. Surely we all
have this in common, though: we are
saddened by the fact that people live
and die outside the Lord.

The God of heaven is devastated
when humans refuse to submit to Him
and accept His salvation. In speaking
about the rebellious Jews of Ezekiel’s
generation, God said, “..because I am
broken with their whorish heart, which
hath departed from me, and with their
eyes, which go a whoring after their
idols...” (Ezek. 6:9). Man’s sin crushes
God’s heart.

Do you recall how Jesus wept over
the city of Jerusalem because its in-
habitants would not accept Him as the
Messiah, and by rejecting Him brought
condemnation on their souls? As He
approached the city in what some call
His “Triumphant Entry,” despite the
excitement of some, His heart was bro-
ken. Luke’s concise record says, “And
when he was come near, he beheld the
city, and wept over it” (Luke 19:41). A
few days later, as He was drawing ever
closer to the cross, the sadness in His
heart sounded forth in these words: “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which
are sent unto thee, how often would I
have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not!”
(Matt. 23:37).

God’s servants are broken-hearted,
too, when people are lost. Jeremiah is
labeled as “the weeping prophet” because
we read about how his tears flowed
due to the Jews’ choice not to obey the
Lord God (Jer. 9:1).

Have you ever paid attention to
the following statement which the writer
of the book of Psalms made to God?
“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,
because they keep not thy law” (Psalm
119:136). It is not revealed whom “they”
were or what specific transgressions
they had committed, but the Psalmist’s
heart was devastated by their disobe-
dience and what such did to their rela-
tionship with the Lord.

Among the early Christians, more

than once we read about the apostle
Paul being moved to tears because of
false teachers and departures from the
faith. As he was telling the shepherds
of the church in Ephesus about a future
departure from the truth, he reminded
them that for three years he had warned
them night and day with tears (Acts
20:31). While in chains in Rome, he
wrote a letter to the saints in Philippi,
warning them about enemies of the
cross. As he brought up that unpleasant
topic, he said he was weeping as he
wrote (Phil. 3:18). The man was bro-
ken-hearted because of sin and its affect
on people’s eternal destiny.

Some look at the masses of the
world who are steeped in spiritual dark-
ness and just seem to shrug their shoul-
ders with the observation, “Well, it al-
ways has been like that; there is not
much we can do about it.” Perhaps
others of us have become desensitized
to sin. We see it and hear it so much
that it kind of feels like it is no big
deal. May God help us if we ever get to
the point we view sin as a small matter.
And, God help us if we do not share
His broken heart when people live and
die separated from Him.

Compassion causes Christians to
communicate to lost people what they
need to hear, which is God’s eternal,
soul-saving truth. “Oh, will you not tell
it, today?”

120 Fawn Dr.
Cleveland, TN 37412

THE City OF No MORE

or ages, saints have turned to
FRevelation 21 and 22 to renew

their hopes of heaven. Some read
where the “holy city” is coming “down
from God out of heaven” in Revelation
21:2, and conclude that the city cannot
be heaven if it is coming out of heaven.
By that logic, this would be a city
without God, because it is “coming down

Bill Boyd

from God,” but the next verse says,
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God”
(Rev. 21:3). If the city can come “down
from God” and yet be the city where
God will dwell with men, then it can
come “out of heaven” and still be the

heaven where men will dwell with God.
It is a matter of perspective.

The expression, “coming down from
God out of heaven” identifies neither
its destiny nor its direction, but its
source. Heaven is the source of all of
John’s visions. In this vision, the city
that came “down from God out of heaven”
was not on its way to earth, because
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“the first earth and the first heaven
passed away” (Rev. 21:1), indeed, “the
earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them” (Rev.
20:11). Considered in the larger context
of Revelation, I am convinced this is a
vision of the church overcoming its im-
pending trials, but consistent with the
exaggerated language of Revelation,
the glory of this victorious church is
described in terms of its eternal glory.
That makes this a picture of heaven.
This “holy city” is the desire of our
hope, in part, because of things that
will not be there. Heaven has been
called, “The City of No More.” Revelation
21:1 says, “there was no more sea.” Some
identify the sea in Revelation as the
source of trouble for the church, and
indeed the beast rose up “out of the

sea” (Rev. 13:1). Others suggest that
the sea is for separation, and because
Revelation 21:3 tells of God with men,
and therefore “no more sea” means no
more separation from God. Either way,
this is where I want to go. Revelation
21:4 tells us there will be no more tears,
no more death, no more sorrow, no more
crying, no more pain; “for the former
things are passed away.” Revelation
21:8 says, “the fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers,
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone: which is the second
death.” I once asked my grandmother
what she was looking forward to in
heaven. She said, “Everything everyone
tells you will be the truth.” She was

THE GREATNESS
OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

and one can be a member of it. The Lord himself promised to build it as

The church of Christ as revealed in the New Testament is in existence today

recorded in Matthew 16:17-19. That promise was fulfilled on the day of Pen-

tecost following the ascension of our Lord (Acts 1). We read of the beginning of the

church in the city of Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 2. Acts 2 is a key passage in
learning about the establishment of the church.

The church of our Lord has been restored today. If not, as some proclaim, how

can I be a member of it today? One can know today whether he is a member of the

New Testament church by looking at the Pattern — the Identifying Marks as pre-

sented in the New Testament.

The church of our Lord is the greatest institution that one can be a member of
today. The importance and greatness of the church can be seen in her...
PLANNED COMPLETENESS. From the divine side the church is perfect,

whole and lacking nothing. It cannot be improved upon. It will endure and last, for
it was: 1) Purposed by God (Eph. 3:10-11); 2) Prophesied by God’s prophets (Isa.
2:2-4; Daniel 2:44); 3) Promised by God’s Son (Matt. 16:18-19) and 4) Purchased by
the blood of God’s Son, Jesus the Christ (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23-26).

PERFECT COMMANDER. Christ is the head of the church. As we obey his
word, we are being led by Him. He will never lead us down the wrong path (Eph.
1:22-23; Col. 1:18; Heb. 1:1-3; 4:15).

POWERFUL COMMUNICATION. That which the church is to communicate
to others is the Word of God, the most powerful message of all (Rom. 1:16-17,
James 1:21; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Tim. 3:15-4:4).

PRIMARY CHARGE. The primary charge, commission of the church, is the
salvation of souls through the spreading of the word, serving and strengthening
others (Luke 19:10; Matt. 28:18-20; Gal. 6:2,10; Rom. 14:19).

PLEASANT COMPANIONSHIP. What a fellowship we have in Jesus Christ.
To have fellowship with God and those who are godly is truly a great blessing (1
John 1:6-7).

If we obey the will of the Father (Matt. 7:21) by Believing in Christ (John 8:24);
by Repenting of sins (Luke 13:3); by Confessing Faith in Christ (Matt. 10:32-33);
and by being Baptized (Acts 2:38), we will be added to the church of Christ.

Jerry Joseph
PO Box 1385
St. Peters, MO 63376

right about that, because there will be
no liars in heaven.

Revelation 21:22 says there will be
no temple in that city; “I saw no temple
therein: for the Lord God Almighty and
the Lamb are the temple of it.” According
to Revelation 21:23 there will be no
need for the sun and no need for the
moon; “And the city had no need of the
sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it:
for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the Lamb is the light thereof.” The gates
of old earthly cities were shut at night
for security. We still shut and lock the
doors of our homes, but in this city, “The
gates of it shall not be shut at all by
day: for there shall be no night there”
(Rev. 21:25). Revelation 21:27 says, “there
shall in no wise enter into it any thing
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie.” Revelation
22:3 assures us, “there shall be no more
curse.” Revelation 22:5 further affirms,
“There shall be no night there; and they
need no candle, neither light of the sun;
for the Lord God giveth them light.”
That sounds like heaven to me!

Finally, Revelation 22:14-15 says,
“Blessed are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city. For without are
dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and idolaters, and whoso-
ever loveth and maketh a lie.” Where
the King James Version says “Blessed
are they that do his commandments,”
the American Standard Version says,
“Blessed are they that wash their robes.”
The difference is in the ancient Greek
manuscripts, but either way, we wash
our robes when we do his command-
ments. Revelation 1:5 says that Jesus
“washed us from our sins in his own
blood.” Revelation 7:14 says, “These are
they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
According to Acts 22:16, the blood of
Christ washes away our sins when we
are baptized, “calling on the name of
the Lord,” and according to 1 John 1:7,
his blood keeps us washed as we “walk
in the light.”

Make sure your name is “written
in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27).
Make sure you “do his commandments”
(Rev. 22:14), and when we all get to
heaven we “shall reign for ever and
ever” (Rev. 22:5).

wmhboyd@aol.com
647 Finger Bluff Road
Morrison, TN 37357
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DANGERS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS #9

In our further study of dangers of
modern translations, by way of sum-
mary I want to place before you a
comparison and contrast between the
King James Version and modern trans-
lations:

1. KJV — The translators were
multi-linguistic. (An example: Lancelot
Andrews was conversant in 15 lan-
guages. He wrote private daily devo-
tionals for himself in the New Testa-
ment Greek language. Another exam-
ple: John Bois was a child prodigy
who at the age of 5 had read the Old
Testament in Hebrew. For further
study, it would be worth your time if
you could find these books: Translators
Revived by Alexander McClure and
also, The Men Behind the King James
Version by Gustavus S. Paine).

Modern Translations — These
translators are not in the same cate-
gory as KJV translators when it comes
to credentials and acumen.

2. KJV — They translated and
cross-checked multiple times as indi-
viduals and groups. No less than 14
different times the translation for
each book was gone over from begin-
ning to end.

Modern Translations — Nowhere
near this type of scrutiny before or
since has been given to any modern
translation.

3. KJV — They used a verbal
(words) and formal (parts of speech)
technique.

Modern Translations — Dynamic
equivalence (adding and taking away
words and modifying sentence struc-
ture) is widely used in modern trans-
lations (see the preface of the NIV).

4. KJV — These translators be-
lieved in verbal inspiration (1 Cor.
2:13) and verbal preservation (Matt.
24:35) and therefore produced a verbal
translation.

Modern Translations — These
translators either have a low view of
inspiration and preservation or don’t
believe in them at all.

5. KJV — The Traditional Received
Text was used for the New Testament
and the Masoretic Text for the Old
Testament.

Modern Translations — Faulty
Greek texts are used. (Based on the
works of Westcott and Hort for the

Randy Kea

New Testament. Various other docu-
ments are used to “correct or modify”
the Hebrew Masoretic text. See pref-
aces.)

6. KJV — There are 140,521 Greek
words in the Traditional Received
Text which underlies the King James
Version.

Modern Translations — Modern
Greek texts have deleted enough Greek
words that would equal the books of
First and Second Peter in total.

In this article I want to place
before you for your consideration a
host of examples where these deletions
have occurred when compared with
the KJV. You can take the time and
do this for yourself. Take the NIV
which is based on the UBSGNT text
(which grows out of the Westcott and
Hort Greek text) and look up the pas-
sages below and compare to the KJV.
Space prohibits typing out or listing
every example of how modern Greek
texts have eliminated various Greek
New Testament words and phrases.
In some cases entire sections have
been removed, sometimes whole sen-
tences and sometimes individual words
and phrases. Here are enough samples
to prove my point and therefore alarm
all who believe in verbal inspiration
and preservation:

1. Whole passages questioned —
Mark 16:9-20; John 7:53-8:11 (consider
the comments in the marginal notes:
“most reliable early manuscripts and
other ancient witnesses do not have
Mark 16:9-20” and “the earliest and
most reliable and other ancient wit-
nesses do not have John 7:53-8:11”).
These marginal notes are misleading
and cast doubt on the integrity and
verbal preservation of the text.

2. Entire verses omitted — the
NIV omits Matt. 17:21; 18:11; 23:14;
Mark 7:16; 9:44,46; 11:26; 15:28; Luke
17:36; 23:17; John 5:4; Acts 8:37; 15:34;
24:7; 28:29; Rom. 16:24; 1 John 5:7.

3. Parts of verses deleted or mod-
ified (because of space, I will only
note a few in Matthew) — “without a
cause” (5:22); “by them of old time”
(5:27); “for thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory for ever. Amen”
(6:13); “to repentance” (9:13); “among
the people” (9:35); “Lebbaeus, whose
surname was” (10:3); “of the heart”

(12:35); “Jesus saith unto them” (13:51);
“draweth nigh unto me with their
mouth” (15:8); “at his feet” (18:29);
“from my youth” (19:20); “for many be
called but few chosen” (20:16); “and to
be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with” (20:22-23); “take
him away, and” (22:13); “observe”
(28:3); “wherein the Son of man cometh”
(25:13); “false witnesses” (26:60b); “that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the prophet: they parted my garments
among them, and upon my vesture
did they cast lots” (27:35). Deletions
like this run throughout the New Tes-
tament.

4. At the end of the day, if you go
through the entire New Testament,
modern translations, such as the NASV
(New American Standard Version),
NIV (New International Version), ASV
(American Standard Version), and oth-
ers, have shortened the Greek New
Testament by basing their work on
faulty Greek texts such as Nestle-
Aland, thus depriving their readers
of all of God’s Word.

5. Any time you see in the preface
or notes in a modern translation ref-
erences made to which Greek text is
used for the translation and they refer
to United Bible Society texts, Nestle-
Aland editions, eclectic texts, or the
critical text, you will know that a
faulty text base is being used with
hundreds of words and phrases missing
from the Bible.

All the “uproar” about the archaic
words in the King James Bible pales
into insignificance when compared to
the above mutilation of God’s Holy
Word.

Heed the warnings: “What thing
soever I command you, observe to do
it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor di-
minish from it” (Deut. 12:32); “For we
are not as many, which corrupt the
word of God; but as of sincerity, but as
of God, in the sight of God speak we
in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:17); “but there be
some that trouble you, and would per-
vert the gospel of Christ” (Gal 1:7).

1515 N 30th Ave.
Humboldt, TN 38343

SEND US YOUR
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
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“Love it” ...Chenoa Chantesuta.
“Very much needed” ...Jack
Honeycut, Gainesboro, TN.
“Thankful for Seek The Old
Paths, especially regarding the
recent issues examining the ‘Re-
newed Earth’ doctrine” ...Drew
Milligan, McMinnville, TN.
“Excellent” ..Barry O’Dell,
Mammoth Spring, AR. “Great issue (Oct/18)” ...Tony
Lawrence, McMinnville, TN. “Please accept this contribution.
This paper is truly a blessing for the brotherhood. All are in my
prayers who are a part of this great work. Thank you and may
God continue to bless this excellent work” ...GA. “When I read
the first STOP years back, I didn’t realize what a blessing it was.
Keep preaching God’s truth. You are in my prayers” ...Lorene
Wilson, Binger, OK. “Homer Lloyd has passed away” ...Forrest
City, AR. “I have been reading STOP for a short time now. I find
the publication enlightening and informative. It is very rewarding
to have the Lord place this publication in such a negative atmos-
phere as this prison to help keep my strength in him. I want to
thank everyone who has contributed to the publication. You have
made a difference! I would like to know if there would be a way
to get back issues that contain the articles on ‘How We Got The
Bible’. I thank you all for your time and may God bless you”
..Joshua Storey, Moundsville, WV. [NOTE: We would be happy
to send you these back issues. They are also archived on the in-
ternet at ‘www.seektheoldpaths.com/stop.htm.” You are free to
print them if you like.] “Jack Lawyer has passed away. He enjoyed
receiving STOP for years. Thank you for the enjoyment you
shared with him” ...Conway, AR. “O. A. Danielson has passed
away” ...Wewoka, OK. “Will you please send me Seek The Old
Paths. 1 enjoy it so much. I visited a church who had them”
..Ruth Hatton, Bainbridge, GA. “Brother Robinson, Thanks
for a great paper and all the work you do for our Lord. May God
bless you and your great paper” ...H. L. Bradshaw, Camden,
AR. “Please cancel subscription”...Don Short, North Richland
Hills, TX. “Thank you for your good work. Keep it up. May God
bless you all” ...Lesley Stinson, Indianapolis, IN. “I am an in-
mate in North Fork Correctional Facility in Sayre, Oklahoma. I
am a member of the church of Christ here. I really enjoy the pub-
lication called Seek The Old Paths you put out. I just wanted to
say thank you so much for the work you all do and if at all
possible I would like to receive STOP through the mail. The
church needs to seek and stay to the old paths. We have become
very liberal spirited in many ways in many parts of our country.
It is very reassuring and refreshing to read your publications.
Thank you and keep up the great work. We need more strong
Christians like you all. Thank you so much for the work you do”
..Jonathan Tate, Sayre, OK. “Thank you” ...Thomas Long,
Newport, AR. “Please take my address off your mailing list”
..Selene Reynolds, Little Hocking, OH. “At your earliest con-
venience, please cancel my subscription. Thank you” ...Reggie
Finch, North Cleveland C/C, Cleveland, MS. “Please don’t
send me any more of your Seek Paths publication” ...Doug White,
Archibald, LA. “Thanks for your work” ...Herb Carnagey.
“Thank you for your stand for the truth” ...Foley, AL. “Clay Ross
has passed away” ...Cross Plains, TN. “A day or so ago I received
a copy of your paper from a church member. I just think the ma-
terial is great! Please send me a copy. Thanks” ...Eliza Horton,
Albany, GA.”"Would you please start sending me Seek The Old
Paths? Someone let me read some old issues. I would like to get
his every month. Thank you” ...Rose Hellen, Brentwood, TN.
“Donald Lownes has passed away” ...Pottstown, PA. “Thank for
a great paper” ..James A. Hendrix, Arab, AL “Throughout
these many years of publications that you have so gracefully

S.EEK T.HE O.LD PATHS

mailed to me, you may never know how proud and grateful I've
been to receive each month’s publication. These bulletins have
been so important! May God bless you in all you do. May God al-
ways guide your path” ...Sherry Murff, Gattman, MS. “Thank
you” ...Jake VanDyke, Florence, AL. “I continue to enjoy STOP,
and while I may not always agree with the editorialists, they
cause me to search the scriptures. You help me grow faith in this
dark place (prison). Thank you” ...Paul Mash, Enoree, SC. “If
you have any of Randy Kea’s articles on the Dangers Of Modern
Versions left, I'd like to have some more. I've copied some and
gave some away. [ have none left” ...Joe C. Turbeville, Dresden,
TN. “Please cancel my subscription at this time. May the Lord
continue to bless you as you focus your work on godliness with
contentment (1 Tim. 6:3-6). Wherever God’s eternal kingdom is,
his promise is sure...if we be dead with him we shall also live
with him (2 Tim. 2:10-13)” ...Jo Ann D. Hudson, Chicago, IL.
“For some time you have been sending the paper to my father
(Roy W. Pratt). He passed away on Nov. 7 at the age of 100 years
and 6 months. He preached full time until he was 92 1/2. ...Lex-
ington, KY. “Would you please send Seek The Old Paths to
some friends? I really like it. I look forward to receiving it every
month. Keep up the good work” ...Lavada Allen, Bainbridge,
GA. “Would like to start receiving STOP. Enjoy reading it. Thanks”
..Tom Long, Newport, AR. “Cancel my subscription please”
...Pam Bennett, Florence, KY. “Please remove my name from
your mailing list for the STOP. Thank you” ...Jerry Craft, Union,
SC. “Thanks for the STOP literature that I have been receiving
over the years. Thanks and God bless” ...Michael Moore, North
Charleston, SC. “Jim Hill has passed away” ...Martinez, GA.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the Leoni Church of
Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is FREE, being sup-
ported by the contributions of both individuals and congregations. Its pri-
mary purpose and goal in publication can be found in Jude 3, 2 Tim. 4:2,
Titus 1:13, Titus 2:1 and 2 Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published
unless it is marked “not for publication.” The church building is located
at: 6818 McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190.
Editor: Garland M. Robinson — seektheoldpaths.com
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