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THE OPERATION OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT IN CONVERSION 

 
The Bible nowhere teaches the 

direct, mysterious, miraculous, oper-
ation of the Holy Spirit in conversion. 
John 3:8 does not teach it. “THE 
GOSPEL” is “THE POWER OF GOD 
UNTO SALVATION”(Rom. 1:16). 

Does God work a miracle today 
every time one is born again? If so, 
this makes God responsible for sinners 
not being converted — that God with-
holds the divine power necessary to 
save them. This means that God is a 
respecter of persons if He withholds 
converting power from some, and on 
others He sends it, and they are con-
verted. But the Bible plainly says that 
“God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 
10:34; Rom. 2:11; 1 Peter 1:17). When 
Jesus said, “ye must be born again,” 
He put the responsibility on man. If a 
man were wholly passive in the new 
birth, it would be impossible to tell 
him he must be “born again.” 

 
NO DIRECT OPERATION  

OF THE SPIRIT 
 
No direct operation of the Spirit 

is needed. The word of God is “able to 
save your souls” (James 1:21). Then 
why do some people say that the 
WORD is not able, that it takes addi-
tional divine power to save? The Gospel 
is THE power of God — God’s ONLY 
power — to save (Rom. 1:16). No case 
is on record where anyone ever received 
a direct operation of the Spirit for his 
salvation. The apostles did not teach 

that this was essential to be saved, 
neither did they ever pray for the 
Holy Spirit to come directly into a 
sinner’s heart to regenerate him. Chris-
tians are not found where the word of 
God has not been preached. Mission-
aries are sent to preach the Gospel to 
the lost that they, hearing the word, 
may believe it and be saved (Col. 1:5). 
Where did any inspired man ever call 
any thing else “THE POWER OF 
GOD” to save the lost, save (except) 
the Gospel? If a direct operation of 
the Spirit is necessary in conversion, 
and God does not operate on all, then 
is He not showing partiality? 

There is an influence exerted by 
the Spirit in conversion, but the point 
is, HOW does He operate? Is it directly 
or indirectly? What does the BIBLE 
say on the subject?  

 
THE SPIRIT OPERATES THROUGH 

THE WORD 
 
Must one be begotten? It is by 

the word. — 1 Cor. 4:15 
Must one be quickened? It is by 

the word. — Psa. 119:50, 93; 
Eph. 2:1 

Must one be converted? It is by 
the perfect law. — Psa. 19:7 

Must one be saved? It is by words. 
— Acts 11:14; James 1:21 

Must one have light? Understand-
ing? It is by the word. — Psa. 
119:105, 130 

Must one have faith? It is by the 
word. — Rom. 10:17; John 
20:30-31; Acts 15:7 

Must one be made free? It is by 

the word, the truth. — John 
8:31-32; 17:17 

Must one be called ? It is by the 
Gospel. — 2 Thess. 2:14 

Must one be born again? It is by 
the word. — 1 Peter 1:23, 25 

 
GOD’S WORD IS FULL OF POWER 

(Heb. 4:12) 
 
There is no power in the paper 

and the ink of the Bible. The power is 
in the ideas expressed in words. The 
Bible contains God’s ideas and thoughts 
revealed to man. 

THE GOSPEL, AS IT IS, IS ABLE 
TO SAVE MAN, AS HE IS. 

(1) God is the author of the new 
birth, (2) the Holy Spirit is His agent, 
and (3) the Gospel is the Spirit’s in-
strumentality employed. 

Jesus said the Holy Spirit, “when 
he is come, will convict the world in 
respect of sin” (John 16:8 ASV). If you 
know that you are a sinner, the Holy 
Spirit convicted you of this fact. But 
HOW did the Holy Spirit convict you 
of sin? “By the law is the knowledge of 
sin” (Rom. 3:20; 7:7). There is no other 
way to convict of sin. The Holy Spirit, 
a person, uses law, an instrument, to 
convict of sin. 

This example will enable us to 
better understand the point: “Mr. Jones 
cut down the tree with the ax.” (1) 
Mr. Jones cut down the tree. (2) The 
ax cut down the tree. (3) Jones, the 
man, cut down the tree with the ax, 
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Second Corinthians 5:17: “There-
fore if any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” Notice the words “in 
Christ.” We are a new person, a forgiven 
person, a child of God, a new creature, 
IN Christ, not OUT of Christ. Sinners 
are OUT of Christ, separated from 
Christ because of their sins. Salvation 
is reserved for those who are IN Christ. 

There are many things we read 
about that are only found IN Christ, 
not OUT of Christ. Sinners are out of 
Christ, Saints are in Christ. 
1) Salvation is IN Christ (2 Tim. 

2:10). 
2) There is no condemnation IN 

Christ (Rom. 8:1). 
3) Redemption from our sins is IN 

Christ (Rom. 3:24). 
5) We are new creatures IN Christ 

(2 Cor. 5:17). 
6) We have hope IN Christ (1 Cor. 

15:19). 
7) The faithful are IN Christ (Eph. 

1:1). 
8) Grace is IN Christ (2 Tim. 2:1). 
9) All spiritual blessings are IN 

Christ (Eph. 1:3). 
Since all of these things are IN 

Christ (and there are many more), 
there are two logical questions that 
must be asked: 

HOW does one get INTO Christ? 
WHEN does one get INTO Christ? 
There are only two verses in the 

New Testament that answer these 
questions: 

Romans 6:3 tells HOW one gets 
into Christ: “Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were BAPTIZED INTO 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?” 

Galatians 3:27 tells WHEN one 

gets into Christ: “For as many of you 
as have been BAPTIZED INTO Christ 
have put on Christ.” 

HOW does one get INTO Christ, 
by being baptized into Him. 

WHEN does one get INTO Christ, 
when one is baptized into Christ they 
put him on. 

There is no passage that says sin-
ners “Believe into Christ.” There is no 
scripture that says sinners “Repent 
into Christ.” No scripture says sinners 
“Confess into Christ.” There are none 
that say sinners “Pray into Christ.” 
But, there are two passages that say 
sinners are baptized into Christ and 
both of them make clear that it is at 
one’s baptism into water. 

In John 3, Jesus talks to Nicode-
mus about being “born again.” It is 
through this process that one becomes 
a Christian. Without it, one cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. Nicode-
mus recognized Jesus as a “teacher 
come from God” as evidenced by the 
miracles he performed. He knew God 
was with him. In verse 3 “Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith 
unto him, How can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter the second 
time into his mother’s womb, and be 
born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus made it clear in order for a 
sinner to enter the kingdom of God 
he must be “born again.” Being born 
again involves being “born of water 
and of the Spirit.” The word “and” 
connects “water” and “Spirit.” God 
linked water and Spirit together and 

man cannot separate them (but they 
desperately try). You can’t have one 
without the other. That makes being 
born again “one birth”, not two births. 
According to Jesus, being born again 
involves two elements: water and the 
Spirit. There is no such thing as being 
“born again” unless it involves both. 
One is not born again without water 
AND the Spirit. The only water con-
nected with salvation in all the scrip-
tures is water baptism. If it’s not 
water baptism, then what water is it, 
what is the water? For two thousand 
years scholars have recognized the 
water as water baptism. Baptism puts 
one INTO Christ — having been “born 
again” into a new life with Christ, 
forgiven of their sins. “Therefore if 
any man be ‘in Christ,’ he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17). There is no new life in 
Christ without being born again, born 
of water and the Spirit. 

Denominational preachers refuse 
to believe that water baptism could 
possibly have any connection to sal-
vation, so they desperately try to ex-
plain it away. Not knowing how to ex-
plain it, someone came up with an 
idea by saying the water is the water 
of our mother’s womb when we are 
born as a baby. Multitudes have latched 
onto that idea and keep repeating it 
even though it’s not true. Nicodemus 
was also confused and wondered if he 
must go back into his mother’s womb 
and be born. He knew enough to know 
his birth as an infant had nothing to 
do with salvation. But Jesus was not 
talking about one’s birth as an infant. 
He was talking about another birth, 
a new birth that involved being born 
again. Being born as a baby into this 
world has absolutely nothing to do 
with being saved from our sins, yet 
that is what many believe. Babies 
have no sin. If being born as a baby is 
being born of water, then that would 
make two births: 1) a birth as a infant 
and 2) a birth as an adult. The Lord’s 
explanation does not include two 
births. There’s one birth in being saved 
from our sins. The very reason it is 
called “born again” removes it from 
our birth as an infant. That certainly 
was a birth. But Jesus is talking about 
being “born again” (separate from our 
birth as an infant). Jesus clearly point-
ed out that being “born again” involves 
both “water” AND the “Spirit.” 

Some try to make “the Spirit” to 
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BAPTISM &  

THE NEW CREATURE 
Garland M. Robinson  

Many claim they are a new creature and/or have 
been born again long before they became a 

Christian. That’s impossible! 



be “baptism of the Spirit.” But it can’t 
be Spirit baptism (where’s the water). 
“The Spirit” in being born again in-
volves the “teaching” (instructions) of 
the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the one 
who reveals the will of God to man. 
He does this by and through the Scrip-
tures, the written word (2 Peter 1:21). 
If it were not for the Scriptures we 
would not know there is a Spirit. We 
would not know about sin (Rom. 3:23; 
7:7) and what to do to have forgiveness 
of our sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). 

The Holy Spirit does not commu-
nicate the will of God to men through 
visions, dreams, or in any other direct 
fashion. He worked that way on the 
apostles; they in turn revealed what 
they had been given to the entire 
world through their words. Those 
words were written down. What they 
wrote are the 27 books of the New 
Testament. Since the revelation from 
God was completed in the 27 books, 
direct inspiration ceased. It was no 
longer needed since the entire will of 
God had been given (see 1 Cor. 13:8-
13). Second Peter 1:3 says, “According 
as his divine power hath given unto 
us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness, through the knowl-
edge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue.” Since we have been 
given ALL THINGS that pertain to 
life and godliness, there is nothing 
more the Holy Spirit could reveal. All 
things necessary for one to become a 
Christian, to live faithful to the Lord, 
and go to heaven, is revealed in the 
New Testament. 

Consider this: If someone comes 
along and gives us more than what 
we have in the New Testament, they 
are giving us too much. If they give 
us less than what we have in the 
New Testament, they have not given 
us enough. If they give us exactly 
what the 27 books reveal, they are 
giving us what we already have. There-
fore, nothing they give us is needed. 
The Scriptures forbid “adding to” or 
“taking from” what the Bible says. It 
does so near the beginning of the 
Bible (Deut. 4:2), in the middle of the 
Bible (Prov. 30:6), and at the end of 
the Bible (Rev. 22:18-19). 

Are you a “new creature” in Christ? 
Have you been “born again?” Many 
claim they are a new creature and/or 
have been born again long before they 
became a Christian. That’s impossible! 
One is not a new creature (a Christian) 
until he is baptized into Jesus Christ. 
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THE HYPOCRISY OF  
“FAITH ONLY SALVATION” 

Jason Patrick Hilburn  
People of true faith believe every word of the 

Holy Scriptures, not just a few verses that 
talk about faith or grace. 

 

Some say man is saved by faith alone without any acts of obedience. 
Is it not ironic that those who put so much emphasis on belief do 
not actually believe what God said? Those who teach “faith only” 

salvation are the very ones who do not have faith in what God said! 
1. They don’t believe God, who said that “by works a man is justified, 

and not by faith only” (James 2:24). 
2. They don’t believe God, who said that “faith without works is 

dead” (James 2:20). 
3. They don’t believe God, who said that “ye have purified your souls 

in obeying the truth” (1 Peter 1:22). 
4. They don’t believe we have any role in our salvation, even though 

God said, “save yourselves” (Acts 2:38-40). 
5. They don’t believe God, who said that baptism is “for the 

forgiveness of sins” (Acts 2:38). 
6. They don’t believe God, who said that baptism is to “wash away 

thy sins” (Acts 22:16). 
7. They don’t believe Jesus, who requires both belief and baptism 

for salvation: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 
16:16). 

8. They don’t believe God, who said that “water...baptism doth also 
now save us” (1 Peter 3:20-21). 

9. They don’t believe God, who said man is not in Christ until he is 
“baptized into Christ” (Rom. 6:3-5; Gal. 3:26-27; cf. 2 Tim. 2:10). 

10. They don’t believe God, who said that man becomes “free from 
sin” after he has “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine” (Rom. 
6:16-18). 

11. They don’t believe God, who said that “he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:35). 

12. They don’t believe God, who said to obey Him and “work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). 

13. They don’t believe Jesus, who taught that belief in Him alone is 
not enough, and that only those who obey God will go to Heaven (Matt. 
7:21-23). 

Those who put so much emphasis on belief, inconsistently accept 
verses about the necessity of grace, repentance, and confession (going 
beyond “faith alone”), but amazingly reject verses that speak just as 
plainly about the necessity of water baptism! One cannot really be a 
person of faith if he does not believe everything God said (Rom. 10:17; 
Heb. 11:6). It is hypocritical and inconsistent to preach about faith, and 
lack faith at the same time. People of true faith believe every word of 
the Holy Scriptures, not just a few verses that talk about faith or grace. 

May we all study and “rightly divide God’s Word,” finding the 
harmony that exists in the totality of the Scriptures, with the desire to 
please God and go to Heaven (Psalm 119:160; 1 Thess. 5:21). 

PO Box 759 
Baker, FL 32531



60 Seek The Old Paths – August 2023

the instrument. Now apply this illus-
tration to the word of God. The word 
of God is the “word of the Spirit” (Eph. 
6:17). In conversion it is the Spirit 
that pierces the heart. But does the 
Spirit pierce without His sword? No, 
the Spirit does not throw the sword 
away and jump into the sinner. Re-
member the example on Pentecost 
(Acts 2:37)? On this day, hearts were 
“pierced” (people were convicted) and 
three thousand souls were turned to 
the Lord. The Holy Spirit did this 
work, but He used His sword. It was 
the word of God, preached by the 
Spirit through the apostle Peter, that 
“pricked” these people “in their heart” 
and led them to become Christians. 

To those who had been born again, 
Paul said: “BECAUSE YE ARE SONS, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father” (Gal. 4:6; Acts 5:32). To become 
a son one must (1) hear the Gospel, 
(2) believe the Gospel, (3) repent of 
his sins, (4) confess his faith in Christ, 
and (5) be baptized. 

It is not “water regeneration” as 
some say who are opposed to the 
teaching of the Bible on baptism (cf. 
John 9:1-7, 30). The life begins in the 
generation, and that which has been 
begotten is born. So the sinner is be-
gotten by believing (John 1:11-13; 1 
John 5:1), then later born — baptized 
according to the spirit’s instruction. 

The word of God is to the spiritual 
realm just what the grain of wheat is 
to the material kingdom. In nature, 
seed is absolutely necessary for a crop. 
In the spiritual kingdom, seed is nec-
essary to the making of Christians. 
“The seed is the word of God” (Luke 
8:11). No seed, no harvest; no Gospel 
preached, no Christians. The human 
heart is the soil and the seed enters 
the soil by hearing (Luke 8:15). The 
devil knows the way people are con-
verted, and when he can, steals “the 
word out of their hearts, lest they 
should BELIEVE AND BE SAVED” 
(Luke 8:12). 

If the Holy Spirit operates directly, 
then it cannot be said that the Gospel 
is THE power of God to save. If it 
takes both, then the Gospel is “a” 
power for salvation; and if God holds 
back the other power when the Gospel 
is preached, he is responsible for sin-

ners not being converted. When the 
Gospel is being preached, the Spirit 
is operating through the Word on 
those that hear; they can obey the 
teaching and be saved, or reject it in 
life and be lost in eternity (Acts 7:51; 
28:27). Man has the moral freedom to 
accept or reject the Gospel (John 5:40). 

There is no theory of a special op-
eration of the Holy Spirit in conversion 
that does not make God an unfair, 
unjust respecter of persons. At the 
judgment the sinner would be damned 
for not obeying; but after all, God 
would be wholly responsible for his 
damnation, for He withheld the Spirit 
from him. How unjust!!! 

 
CONVERSION IS NOT A MIRACLE 

 
A miracle would rob the sinner of 

all moral responsibility. 
Miracles were performed at times 

by the apostles to CONFIRM the word 
and cause sinners to BELIEVE THE 
TRUTH, but no miracles were per-
formed IN sinners to enable them to 
believe and be saved (Mark 16:20; 
Acts 14:3; Heb. 2:3-4). 

The miraculous theory of regen-
eration is not taught in the Bible. It 
does not record ONE case of conversion 
by a DIRECT operation of the Holy 
Spirit in the sinner’s heart! There 
was no mourner’s bench in the church 
during the days of the apostles. Man 
is not a machine, and conversion is 
not a miracle; the Bible is not a “dead 
letter,” and visions and dreams are 
not assurances of pardon. The word 
of God is the sinner’s assurance of 
pardon (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38)! 

The truth, as formulated in the 
Gospel, is the medium through which 
the Holy Spirit begets, quickens, and 
regenerates the sinner. He who believes 
in Christ by being taught the Gospel, 
repents of his sins, and is baptized, is 
a Christian and entitled to all the 
promises of God, and if faithful unto 
death, his shall be the crown of life 
(Rev. 2:10). 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
Many today are saying just what 

Nicodemus said: “How can these things 
be?” How can the birth of water and 
of the Spirit make me a child of God? 
How can water have anything to do 
with my salvation? Yet, our Lord plain-
ly said: “Except a man he born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot 

enter into the kingdom of God” (John 
3:5). Hearing the Gospel, believing 
the Gospel, sincerely repenting of sins, 
and being baptized in the name of 
the Lord, constitutes the “new birth,” 
and makes one a child of God. When 
one does these things, he enters into 
the kingdom of God. Christ said it; it 
must be true! 

Ye MUST be born again! You 
MUST believe (Heb. 11:6), you MUST 
repent (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30), and 
you MUST BE BAPTIZED (Acts 9:6; 
22:16). In the days of the apostles, 
people who did these things were 
“born again,” “born of God,” “born of 
water and the Spirit.” It is true that 
we may not be able to understand 
everything concerning the new birth, 
any more than we do some of the 
mysteries of the natural birth, but we 
CAN understand what has to be done 
and what is necessary to be “born 
again.” People today do what is called 
“joining the church,” but in reality 
they are not in it. They have “joined,” 
because they were told they “ought to 
belong to some church.” The struggle 
for “numbers” has placed the names 
of thousands on church rolls who have 
never been “born again.” Our Lord’s 
statement — “ye MUST be born again,” 
“born of water and of the Spirit” — 
puts the new birth between every sin-
ner and the kingdom of God! 

Baptism is certainly a condition 
of salvation. JESUS said: “he that be-
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be saved” 
(Mark 16:16). Will any one affirm, 
“He that believeth and is NOT bap-
tized, shall be saved?” The HOLY 
SPIRIT, through the apostle Peter, 
told convicted sinners to repent and 
be baptized for the remission of sins 
(Acts 2:38). These Scriptures clearly 
make baptism a condition of pardon. 
It is the final step in obtaining for-
giveness. When one is baptized, he is 
initiated into the kingdom of God; but 
this does not make water our saviour. 
Baptism in water is a command of 
Christ, our Saviour, in order to obtain 
the remission of past sins, to one who 
has been taught, who believes the 
Gospel, and has repented of his sins. 
This is the reason why infants are 
not proper subjects of baptism. Baptism 
ALONE is not for salvation. The lan-
guage of Jesus is not: “He that believeth 
is saved, and may be baptized later if 
he desires.” Jesus SAID: “He that be-
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be saved.” 
Therefore, some ruin the figure of the 

The New Birth #3… 
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new birth in their doctrine by putting 
baptism before faith (as the birth be-
fore the begetting, in baptizing infants), 
and by changing immersion (the birth 
of water) to sprinkling water ON a 
person. 

Have you been born again? Are 
YOU in the kingdom of God? If not, 
will you not accept the truth and be 
saved? “Marvel not that I say unto 
thee, Ye must be born again” (John 
3:7). 
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THE NATURE OF EVIL  
AND ITS REMEDY 

Marvin L. Weir 

The account of the two demon pos-
sessed men in the Scriptures is 
indeed humbling and sad (Matt. 

8:28-33). Evil shines brightly in its 
overtaking of these two individuals. 
Demon possession existed on earth 
during the time that the Lord and his 
apostles had the power to work mira-
cles. Now that God’s revelation is com-
plete (1 Cor. 13:10-12), neither miracles 
nor demon possession are possible 
today. 

Guy N. Woods in Volume 1 of Ques-
tions And Answers, p.232, addresses 
demons and demon possession in say-
ing: 

 
Demons were wicked spirits, 
under the direction of Satan, 
opposed to God, and capable 
of causing much misery to man 
(Matt. 8:28-34; 12:24). Their 
powers over human beings en-
abled them to afflict people 
with dumbness (Matt. 9:32-
33), blindness (Matt. 12:22), 
and insanity (Luke 8:26-36). 
They acknowledged the deity 
of the Lord, conceded their 
wicked state, recognized im-
pending judgment, and trem-
bled in contemplation of it 
(Matt. 8:29; Luke 4:41; Jam. 
2:19). The apostles were given 
the power to cast out demons 
and an instance in which they 
exercised it is seen in Luke 
10:17-18 ...Efforts to “explain” 
demonology of the New Testa-
ment as (1) popular supersti-
tion; (2) accommodation of the 
Lord to current views; (3) illness 
or insanity; (4) fallen angels; 
or (5) progeny of angels and 
wicked women, all fail either 
(a) because of their own obvious 
falsity or (b) because they con-
flict with known facts and our 
Lord’s limitless goodness and 
knowledge. 
 
Let us now study evil as it is per-

sonified in these demon possessed men 
of Matthew 8:28-33. 

Evil Can Use Men To Accom-

plish Its Purposes! The men of 
Matthew 8:28 were “possessed” by 
demons. Although this type of “posses-
sion” against one’s will does not exist 
today (as it required the Lord or His 
apostles to cast out these demons), a 
person can allow evil to take control 
of his thoughts and actions. When this 
occurs, evil can become the master of 
one’s life.  

Jesus taught that a person was 
defiled by that which proceeded from 
him. In explaining to His disciples He 
stated, “For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, 
Thefts,covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness: All these evil things 
come from within, and defile the man” 
(Mark 7:21-23). Evil must not be allowed 
to dwell in our minds! As the apostle 
Paul implored, “Finally, brethren, what-
soever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on 
these things” (Phil. 4:8). 

Evil Is Associated With Death! 
The fruit of continued evil is spiritual 
death. One should note that these de-
mon possessed men came “forth out of 
the tombs” (Matt. 8:28). It is true that 
the evil heart loves darkness rather 
than light! The things that righteous 
people love and cherish are hated and 
despised by those who are evil. Jesus 
remarked during His ministry on earth, 
“And this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved” (John 3:19-20). 

Evil Is The Enemy Of Liberty! 
These demon possessed men were “ex-
ceeding fierce, so that no man could 
pass by that way” (Matt. 8:28). Sin and 
evil-doing will always hinder the true 
liberty that one has in Christ Jesus. 
Never forget the words of Paul to Ely-
mas the sorcerer: “O full of all subtilty 
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and all mischief, thou child of the devil, 
thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord” (Acts 13:10)? 

Evil Resists And Shuns The 
Presence Of Christ! It is said of the 
demons, “And, behold, they cried out, 
saying, What have we to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come 
hither to torment us before the time” 
(Matt. 8:29)? The demons knew Christ 
for who He was but were aware that 
they had nothing in common with Him. 
All who are in bondage to sin and are 
happy with its pleasures hate the holi-
ness of God. The demons, like many 
people today, wanted nothing to do 
with the Master but were fearful of 
being tormented by Him. Evil never 
provides the peace and serenity that is 
found in Christ Jesus.  

The New Testament describes 
demons not as unbelievers but as those 
who “believe and shudder” (James 2:19). 
They believe, but they are lost! They 
recognize the authority of Christ and 
realize that their doom is certain (Matt. 
25:41; Rev. 20:10). Let us learn that 
evil will be punished, and that “belief 
only” will not save one! 

Evil Leads To Destruction! “So 
the devils besought him, saying, If thou 
cast us out, suffer us to go away into 
the herd of swine. And he said unto 
them, Go. And when they were come 
out, they went into the herd of swine: 
and, behold, the whole herd of swine 
ran violently down a steep place into 
the sea, and perished in the waters” 
(Matt. 8:31-32). Evil always leads to 
ruin! Upon entering the swine, the 
demons did to them what they were 

trying to do to the men — drove them 
to immediate destruction. This shows 
that demon possession was not a normal 
physical sickness. As J. Noel Merideth 
stated in The Book of Matthew, p.287 
(Getwell church of Christ): “It is im-
portant to note that this is not mere 
insanity, for insanity does not move 
out of people into pigs — these demons 
were real.” 

Evil Must Be Cast Out! Evil can-
not be tolerated or reformed and made 
right! Evil never turns into that which 
is holy and good! Baptism will not 
change evil into righteousness! One 
must repent and turn from evil to 
escape the destiny of the demons and 
all evil-doers! 

484 CR 44700 
Blossom, TX 75416 

countrybo357@hughes.net

THE CHURCH IS DIFFERENT 
Franklin Camp, deceased 

God has taught His people to be 
different. His people often forget 
this truth and lose their distinc-

tiveness. Israel wanted to become like 
the other nations around them (1 Sam. 
8). They did and God cast them off. 
Surely there is a warning for the 
church. 

The Church Is Different From 
The World. The church is different 
from the world in its attitude and am-
bitions. “They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world” (John 17:16). 
Christian values are different from sin-
ners values. Sinners live for self. Chris-
tians live to glorify God and serve 
others (Matt. 16:24; Mark 10:45). Are 
we losing this distinctiveness today? 
Are the ambitions of Christians different 
from non-Christians? 

The Church Is Different From 
Judaism. Judaism was carnal, the 
church is spiritual. “Then verily the 
first covenant had also ordinances of 
divine service, and a worldly sanctuary 
... which stood only in meats and drinks, 
and divers washing, and carnal ordi-
nances imposed until the time of refor-
mation” (Heb. 9:1,10). Look at the word 
“carnal.” The church is spiritual (Eph. 
1:3). It is heavenly (Eph. 2:6). It worships 
in spirit and truth (John 4:24; Rom. 
1:9). This is one reason mechanical in-
struments of music have no place in 
Christian worship. If one granted that 

it was right in the Old Testament it 
does not suit the spiritual worship of 
the New Testament. Christian worship 
must be from the heart. “Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 
5:19). 

The Church Is Different From 
Catholicism. The church differs from 
the Catholic Church in that it accepts 
the authority of the Scriptures. Catholics 
do not. Consider the following: “One 
must keep the commandments of God 
and the church” (Catechism of Christian 
Doctrine, No.I, p.31). The Scriptures 
are an authority, but not the only au-
thority. In truth, it is no authority since 
the pope must interpret it. Catholics 
teach that 2 Peter 1:20 denies the right 
of individual interpretation, but Peter 
is speaking of how Scripture was given 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 
Peter 1:21). Paul commanded “prove 
all things, hold fast to that which is 
good” (1 Thess. 5:21). The Lord’s church 
urges all to have an open mind and 
“search the scriptures daily” to see if 
what is heard is in harmony with what 
they have read. 

The Church Is Different From 
Protestantism. The church differs 
from Protestantism in that it accepts 
the completeness of the Scriptures. The 
church has no creed but Christ and no 

book but the Bible. All teaching is 
based upon the Book. All questions are 
decided by what the Bible teaches not 
a manual or discipline. It also differs 
from Protestantism in accepting the 
completeness of the Scripture and deny-
ing the need for a direct operation of 
the Holy Spirit in order to be able to 
understand it. Protestants misapply 1 
Corinthians 2:14. They think the natural 
man is a sinner and that without a 
direct operation of the Spirit he cannot 
understand the Bible. It is strange that 
though the Bible is made of words, 
just like those in school books and 
newspapers, one can understand a book 
or paper, but not the Bible. 

The Church Is Different From 
The Christian Church. The church 
differs from the Christian Church in 
its respect for the silence of the Scrip-
tures. The Christian church teaches 
that where the Bible is silent we may 
speak or act. This opens the door for 
anything that is not specifically for-
bidden. This is a real difference between 
it and the church. 

We should not be afraid or ashamed 
to be different from the world, from 
Judaism, from Catholicism, from Protes-
tantism, and even from the Christian 
Church. Without a doubt one of the 
greatest problems we are facing in the 
church today is the fact that most 
people are afraid to be different. 
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EXEGESIS OF EPHESIANS 5:19 
AND COLOSSIANS 3:16 

W. D. Jeffcoat 
1929-2014 

In Ephesians 5:19 Paul states, 
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord.” All Bible quota-
tions are taken from the KJV unless 
otherwise noted. In Colossians 3:16 he 
declared, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one an-
other in psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.” 

In the first text, “speaking, comes 
from laleo, which means to “talk, tell, 
or utter.” Speech involves pronuncia-
tion, or the giving of the correct vowel 
and consonant sounds. Speech involves 
enunciation, or the projecting of these 
correct sounds. Speech involves artic-
ulation, or the correct joining of the 
syllables into words and phrases. In 
both texts, “singing,” comes from ado, 
which is always indicative of praise 
to God. The term “music,” which ap-
pears in neither text, is defined as a 
rhythmical succession of pleasing 
tones. With these thoughts in mind, 
notice the following observations. 

Singing is a specific kind of mu-
sic—vocal music. It is not merely vocal 
music that pleases God, however. Peo-
ple may sing notations or tones, which 
constitute vocal music. The kind of 
singing which God prescribes in Chris-
tian worship involves speaking, or the 
pronunciation, enunciation, and ar-
ticulation of words. The singing is di-
rected toward two objects, God and 
people. In the second text, Paul defines 
that which is directed toward people 
as “teaching,” from didasko, which 
means to “give instruction,” and “ad-
monishing,” from noutheteo, which 
means to “warn.” In both texts it may 
be observed that singing, as worship, 
is directed to God, while in the second 
text it may be additionally noted that 
“grace,” from charis, expressive of gra-
ciousness or thanksgiving, is directed 
toward God. 

Humming, the clapping of hands, 
or even whistling has no place in such 
activity. Although both humming and 

whistling constitute vocal music, and 
clapping of hands is engaged in by 
God’s creation (cf. Ps. 98:8; Isa. 55:12), 
and not that which is made by man 
(i. e. a mechanical instrument), none 
of them are divinely authorized! People 
hum and whistle tones, and not words, 
which involve speech. Humming and 
whistling do not instruct and warn 
people in regard to Biblical principles, 
but singing which involves speaking 
does! The clapping of hands, which is 
none other than a rhythmical device, 
is but a percussion instrument, similar 
to a snare drum. Thus, neither hum-
ming, whistling, nor the clapping of 
hands involves pronunciation, enun-
ciation, or articulation, by which means 
people are taught and admonished. 
Among other things, Paul stated in 
First Corinthians 14:15, “…I will sing 
with the understanding also.” In the 
text, “understanding” is from nous 
which denotes, “the seat of reflective 
consciousness, comprising the faculties 
of perception and understanding, and 
those of feeling, judging and deter-
mining.” People do not reflect, perceive, 
understand, feel, judge, or determine 
anything regarding instruction and 
warning in the New Testament by 
humming, whistling, or the clapping 
of hands. The writer affirms, in fact, 
that there is absolutely no difference 
in using such to accompany our singing 
in worship and using any mechanical 
instrument of music! In each instance 
they are condemned for the same rea-
son—the New Testament does not au-
thorize their use! 

Regarding the texts under con-
sideration, however, there is another 
thing that greatly disturbs this writer. 
Many Christians do not sing in worship 
to God! The term “yourselves” in the 
first text and the phrase “one another” 
in the second text come from heautou, 
which is a reciprocal pronoun, denoting 
the fact that mutual action or a cross 
relationship is involved in the singing. 
It involves reciprocity or a mutual 
and cooperative exchange. It means 
that when the writer sings, he instructs 
and warns himself and worships and 

expresses graciousness to God, and 
at the same time, he does likewise to 
the other worshipers. The other wor-
shipers, in turn, reciprocate, or do 
likewise to the writer. Some hold that 
erroneous view that “making melody 
(psallo) in the heart” means that it is 
unnecessary for the singing to be au-
dible. If this were the case, mutual 
action or cooperative exchange would 
not be involved in the teaching and 
admonishing of one another, and in 
worshiping and expressing thanks-
giving to God. Psallo, which is used 
in the first passage, simply conveys 
the figurative idea of pulling, plucking, 
or twanging the strings of the heart. 
The term “heart” in the text is from 
kardia, which denotes the seat of the 
will, intellect, etc. Coupled with the 
statement of Paul in regard to “un-
derstanding” in First Corinthians 
14:15, it can readily be seen that not 
only are Christians commanded to 
sing in worship, but they are to so do 
in audible fashion. Since Christians 
cannot engage in the other items of 
worship by proxy, we should not think 
that worship in song is any different. 
Of course, obviously, there are excep-
tions. Those who cannot speak, or 
those who are otherwise physically 
disabled, are obviously exempt. The 
statement however, “I cannot sing,” is 
an indictment against Almighty God, 
with the above exceptions. If this were 
true, God would require persons to do 
that which they cannot do! No doubt 
many people who make such state-
ments think of their inability as com-
pared to others. They should remember, 
however, that the singing is not merely 
directed to their fellows, but also “to 
the Lord” (Eph. 5:19), or “unto God” 
(Col. 3:16). 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: This article 

is an excerpt of a recently published 
book titled: Worshipping God In Song 
by W. D. Jeffcoat. It is written especially 
for song leaders and those who wish 
to improve their worship in song. For 
ordering information, send an email 
to: AgapeChristianBooks@aol.com 
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“Jerry Barber passed away. He 
was a faithful servant and cared 
for the truth. He was an encour-
ager in the Lord’s work and es-
pecially STOP” ...Columbia, TN. 
“Would you please send STOP to 
these names, staring with the 
May/23 issue? We always enjoy 
getting ours. I have sent one to 

all of our elders. Thank you very much” ...Hazel Martin, 
Florence, AL. “Thanks for spreading the Truth on issues of 
today’s society. Satan is busy destroying each person, marriage, 
family, community, church, public school, and business that is 
available to his lies. Seek The Old Paths is accurate Bible 
knowledge. Thank you” ...Jack D. Langford, Sparta, TN. 
“Thank you so much for sending STOP. We need your publication 
now more than ever with our nation falling to evil more and 
more. God bless” ...Randall & Susana Liddell, Fort Davis, 
TX. “Rose White has passed away” ...Ruleville, MS. “Joe Owen 
has passed away” ...West Monroe, LA. “Thanks for your stand 
for the truth! Thanks” ...Jim Acheson, Hollister, MO. “I 
appreciate the work that you do” ...Jack Holland, McKenzie, 
TN. “I would like to receive the free digital copy of the Seek The 
Old Paths. Very uplifting and informative. Thank you!” ...Valarie 
Caraballo, Miama Gardens, FL. “I would like to receive STOP. 
I first found it while visiting the church of Christ in Gatlinburg, 
TN” ...Stephanie Mason, Bedford, IN. “Please remove us from 
your mailing list. Thank you” ...Michael Wright, Goldthwaite, 
TX. “Rector Pace has passed away” ...Pocahontas, AR. “Really 
enjoy reading these papers. Please keep writing. Thank you” 
...Gary Morrell, Holiday Island, AR. “I enjoy STOP very 
much. I read it every month then pass it along to another person. 
Please accept this small donation to help on expenses. I thank 
you very much for my copy. Keep up the good work” ...Joyce 
Hollander, Corinth, MS. “Good lessons. Very good lessons. Very 
helpful. Thank you for the STOP publication. We enjoy all the 
good lessons” ...Allen & Irene Tate, Cache, OK. “Enjoy the 
publication very much. The articles are encouraging” ...AR. “Mar-
guerite Johnson has passed away” ...Coldwater, MS. “Harriet 
Reddens has passed away” ...Park Forest, IL. “I love your 
newsletter and can’t wait to get the new one each month. Where 
can I go to donate?” ...Tammy Downs, Lexington, NC. [NOTE: 
Contributions can be made to Seek The Old Paths and 
mailed to: PO Box 7506, McMinnville, TN 37111]. “Please 
remove me from your mailing list” ...Dustin Lake, Jonesboro, 
AR. “Thank you” ...Deborah Kirk, Thomasville, NC. “Thank 
you for Seek The Old Paths” ...Bill Arnold, Harrison, AR. 
“Please remove my name from your mailing list to save postage. 
I can read issues on line each month. Keep up the good works 
with the articles” ...Decatur, AL. “Thank you” ...Marlene J. 
Dyer, Clinton Township, MI. “I really enjoy reading Seek The 
Old Paths every month. Hopes this contribution helps out a 
little bit. Keep up the good work” ...Bill Wally, Albany, GA. “We 
have enjoyed the Seek The Old Paths publication more than 
any other one in the brotherhood. It gets to the point and hits the 
mark every time. We want to thank you for all your hard work 
and your stand for the truth. Please discontinue sending it to the 
congregation as it is no longer active” ...Anthony Orange, 
Lebanon, TN. “We would like to start receiving STOP for our 
congregation. We will need 25 copies sent to the above address. 
The church will send support for this work” ...Braggs C/C, 
Braggs, OK. [NOTE: We send bundles in multiplies of 10, 
20, 30, etc. Anyone can receive a bundle. Just let us know 
how many you want.] “I love Seek The Old Paths. Keep up 
the good work” ...Dallas Vinson, Cookeville, TN. “The July 
issue of STOP is excellent! It is valuable to every child of God 
who desires to teach lost souls the truth. If we study and master 
this material on the New Birth we will have the tools we need 
to effectively present the truth to others. To every honest child of 
God, the material is scriptural, clear and convincing. May many 

study and master this material and use it to the salvation of 
souls and to the glory of God. Thanks to you for publishing this 
material. Keep on with your good work. May the Lord continue 
to bless you” ...Jimmy Garner, Linden, TN. “Thanks for all you 
do for the cause of Christ” ...Randy Swanson, Pontotoc, MS. 
“We do enjoy this paper so much. Sound Gospel preaching is 
what we all need these days. Thank you” ...Hernando, MS. “We 
appreciate the good Biblical articles and your stand for the 
Truth” ...Athens, AL. “I enjoy reading your STOP publication 
very much. Thank you for the great work you do” ...Glenn 
Smith, Natchez, MS. “I enjoy your paper Seek The Old Paths” 
...Jo Potts, Burnsville, MS. “Thank you for all your good work” 
...Betty Hendrix, Arab, AL. “Thanks and God bless” ...Patrick 
Jones, Murfreesboro, TN. “Thank you very much” ...Joe 
Dickey, Counce, TN. “I appreciate brother Garland Robinson 
and the dear brethren at Leoni C/C for your publication Seek 
The Old Paths and for the excellent and biblically sound articles 
appearing each month. I pray that ‘the God of all grace’ continue 
to establish and strengthen your labors in the Gospel of Christ” 
...Jeff Grimes, Sasser C/C, Brantley, AL.  
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NOTE: We’ve had a computer to fail and conse-
quently lost the email addresses that we use to 
send a notice when each issue has been posted on 
the internet. If you were on that list, or would like 
to be added to that list, please send us an email 
saying you want on the list to be notified when 
each new issue is published. 


