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20 THINGS TO UNDERSTAND 
ABOUT ROMANS 10:9-10 

Jason Patrick Hilburn 

Many today could be described in this way: they love God and are very  
zealous, but they lack knowledge of how God’s Word harmonizes regarding 

salvation, or they refuse to acknowledge the Truth. Because of this, they have 
created their own system of righteousness that is different from God’s.  

Romans can be a difficult book 
to understand. Even Peter said 
some of Paul’s writings are dif-

ficult to understand (2 Peter 3:15-18), 
but one should not get discouraged 
like those of John 6:66. Be like Peter, 
who persevered (John 6:67-68). Sadly, 
Romans 10:9-10 has been misun-
derstood or twisted by untold 
numbers of people. Some seem to 
think this is the only passage in the 
Bible telling man how to be saved, 
and many have interpreted this con-
fession to be “the sinner’s prayer.” 
Those who believe such are strongly 
encouraged to study further. This ar-
ticle presents some thoughts to en-
courage an honest, objective, study of 
Romans 10 and its relation to man’s 
salvation. It is highly recommended 
to read Romans chapter 10 in its en-
tirety before reading the following 
points. 

1. The epistle to the Romans was 
written to Christians, not alien sinners 
who had never been saved (Rom. 1:7-
8), so there was no need for Paul to go 
into great detail to teach them how to 
become Christians, although he would 
address that subject briefly. Note that 
these Christians would need to con-
tinue confessing their faith in Christ 

before men. 
2. Paul had already shown the 

necessity of baptism in chapter 6 
before he wrote chapter 10, and the 
honest reader of Romans 10 will not 
discard that Truth to take a position 
that contradicts other passages (Luke 
8:15; 2 Tim. 2:15-18). Paul said these 
Romans had already been “baptized 
into Jesus Christ...into his death” 
where Jesus’ blood is contacted and 
where they were “then made free from 
sin” (Rom. 6:3-5, 16-18; cf. John 19:33-
34; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 1:5). Paul said we 
bury the person who is dead in sin 
and is raised to new life, “through 
faith in the working of God” (Rom. 
6:1-11; Col. 2:11-13; Titus 3:5; cf. John 
3:5; Gal. 3:26-27). He said “if” we have 
done this, “we shall be also in the 
likeness of His resurrection” (Rom. 
6:5). One cannot be saved outside of 
Christ (Rom. 8:1; 2 Tim. 2:10). Paul 
taught that one is not “in Christ” 
until he is “baptized into Christ” (Rom. 
6:3; Gal. 3:27). 

3. The confession of Romans 10 is 
a confession of faith before men, not a 
prayer, and certainly not a prayer to 
Jesus, because Jesus said to ask Him 
“nothing” in prayer (John 16:23; Matt. 
10:32; Mark 8:38). Romans 10:9 is 

the same kind of confession to men 
that Jesus mentioned as an essential 
step for salvation (Matt. 10:32-33) — 
the confession of the Truth upon which 
the church was built (Matt. 16:16) — 
the confession men made before being 
baptized to wash away their sins (Acts 
8:37-39). It is the good confession that 
Timothy made before many witnesses 
(1 Tim. 6:12-13). It is also the same 
kind of confession that many Jews 
were unwilling to make (Matt. 26:74; 
John 7:13; 9:22; 12:42; 16:2), and that 
is apparently why Paul emphasized 
this particular requirement for sal-
vation in Romans 10:9-10. 

4. The verses surrounding Romans 
10:9-10 clearly indicate that Paul was 
focusing on the Jews in that context 
(10:1-8, 12, 16-21). In fact, chapter 9 
and much of chapter 11 also deal pri-
marily with the Jews, many of whom 
did not believe in Christ or were 
ashamed to confess faith in Jesus be-
fore men. When reading Romans 10:9, 
think of Jews who were ashamed to 
confess Christ. That does not mean 
they did not have to repent or be bap-
tized to be saved like the Jews on 
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Ephesians 2:8-9 is well known 
and quoted by many: “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” These words are 
also often misunderstood; and, mis-
applied. Many are quick to latch on 
to the phrase: “not of works.” They do 
so completely ignoring the point being 
made in the context. All they see is 
“works” and immediately they are 
blind to the rest. 

The false system of Calvinism 
(which is followed by masses of people) 
teaches that works have absolutely 
nothing to do with being saved. They 
say salvation is by the grace of God 
and no works are involved — period. 
In fact, they emphasize it even further 
by sometimes saying sinners are saved 
by “grace alone.” However, they don’t 
understand the relationship between 
grace and works. The entirety of the 
Scriptures tells us of both. They fail 
to see there are different “kinds” of 
works, some having nothing to do 
with salvation and some that have 
everything to do with salvation. Let’s 
look at all the Bible says on this top-
ic. 

It is not true, in fact it’s false, 
that salvation is by “grace alone” or 
“grace only.” That flies in the face of 
everything the scriptures teach. For 
example, Titus 2:11 says: “For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men.” If “grace 
alone” saves, then everyone will be 
saved because God’s grace is for “all” 
men. The word “alone” means there 
is nothing more involved — everything 
else is excluded — “grace alone” ex-
cludes “faith.” But these same people 
claim that sinners must believe — 
have faith in Jesus to be saved. So, if 
belief is necessary to be saved, then 
there is something else in addition to 

grace! At the very least they will have 
to admit that salvation is by grace 
plus faith. Actually, Jesus tells us that 
even “faith” is a work (John 6:29) — 
something man must do. 

Multitudes also say that salvation 
is by “faith alone.” But they run 
into the same problem as those who 
say salvation is by “grace alone.” They 
can’t support it! They can’t show where 
the Bible teaches that in the Scriptures. 
Faith alone excludes grace. Grace 
alone excludes faith. Who believes 
that? They can’t have it both ways: 
“grace alone” and “faith alone.” Which 
is it? Is salvation by “grace alone” OR 
“faith alone?” If salvation is by grace 
alone, then it can’t be by faith alone 
— and vise versa. If it’s by faith, then 
it can’t be by grace; and, if it’s by 
grace, then it can’t be by faith. 

Salvation is not by anything 
“alone” or by itself. There are many 
things involved in a sinner being 
saved. God has a part and man has a 
part. That is God’s plan, not man’s 
plan. God does not force salvation on 
anyone. It’s our choice if we desire to 
be saved from our sins. If we have to 
choose (and we do), then there is 
something we have to do. The fact 
that men must choose, is something 
man does! Many are stuck on the 
idea that if man must do something 
to be saved, then that is a work, and 
Ephesians 2:9 says we’re not saved 
by works. They stop right there and 
will examine it no further and therefore 
remain in their sins. 

The Holy Spirit said: “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The problem 
with the doctrine of “grace alone” and 
“faith alone” is that men fail to “rightly 
divide the word of truth.” They have 
made up their mind regarding what 

they believe and then go to the Bible 
in order to find something that will 
support their belief. They have the 
order backwards. 

Our mind should be a “clean slate” 
— open, with no preconceived ideas. 
THEN we go to the Bible and rightly 
divided it, use it correctly, handle it 
properly, understand what “it” says; 
not what we want it to say. The Bible 
does not contradict itself. Every passage 
supports and blends with all other 
passages. When we make a statement 
in one verse conflict with a statement 
in another verse, we’ve missed the 
point — we don’t understand. We have 
misunderstood one of the statements; 
or, we have misunderstood both. The 
Scriptures are in perfect harmony. All 
the verses fit and compliment each 
other. It’s our job to dig and find the 
harmony in God’s will. 

So, what does the Bible say about 
works? The Holy Spirit inspired James 
to write that Abraham was justified 
by works (James 2:21) and that Ra-
hab was justified by works (James 
2:25). As a result, many have made 
the claim that the book of James 
should not be in the Bible and should 
be discarded! They accept Romans 
because “they” like it but reject James 
because “they” don’t like it. So, they 
rip it out of their Bible and convince 
others to do the same. They are like 
king Jehoiakim of Judah when Jere-
miah’s scroll was read to him. He did 
not like what God said — “...he cut it 
with the penknife, and cast it into the 
fire that was on the hearth, until all 
the roll was consumed in the fire...” 
(Jeremiah 36). Cutting out parts of 
the Bible you don’t like doesn’t make 
it go away! Stern warning is given by 
God to any who “add to” His word or 
“take from” from His word (Deut. 4:2; 
Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18-10). 

Abraham and Rahab were justified 
by works. That’s what the Bible plainly 
says. Justified means to be right, ac-
ceptable, before God. Both were right 
in God’s eyes because their faith was 
proven by their works (James 2:18). 
But, it was not by “faith only.” Their 
faith was acceptable WHEN they 
worked — WHEN they obeyed. Men 
can have faith all day long; but, as 
long as they sit back and do not act 
(work, obey) they will remain in their 
sins and will be lost. Their faith is 
useless, dead, barren, of no value. 

Faith without works (obedience) 
is as dead and useless as it can be. 
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SAVED BY WORKS 

Garland M. Robinson 
 

Salvation is not by grace only or faith only. 
Salvation is also by works — the works God 

commands both sinners and saints to do. 



Notice the words of the Holy Spirit: 
James 2:17, “Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.” James 
2:20, “But wilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead?” 
James 2:22, “Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect?” James 2:24, 
“Ye see then how that by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only.” 
James 2:26, “For as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also.” 

In the book of Romans (chapters 
4-5), Paul speaks of “faith” being es-
sential to be saved. In the book of 
James (chapter 2), we read about 
“works” being essential in salvation. 
James is in perfect harmony with 
Paul. They compliment each other. 
Paul speaks of the necessity of faith 
and James speaks of the necessity of 
works. They do not conflict. Both are 
correct. Neither of them emphasize 
faith or works to the exclusion of the 
other. Man puts the word “only” at 
the end of faith — “faith only.” That is 
not what God says. Nor does he say 
that we are saved by works “only.” 

Without faith it is impossible to 
please God (Heb. 11:6). But, that can 
also be said of works — without works 
it is impossible to please God (James 
2:20). One can believe and trust God 
with all their heart — as genuine and 
well meaning as he can be. But unless 
his faith is proven by his works (obe-
dience), faith is useless (James 2:18,22). 
Likewise, one can work (obey God) 
with all their energy and might, but 
without faith, it is useless. 

Faith and works go hand in hand. 
One is no good without the other. 
Jesus said, “And why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I 
say” (Luke 6:46)? “Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). Jesus 
only saves those who obey him (Heb. 
5:9; Matt. 7:21). If “faith only” is true, 
then Hebrews 5:9 would say Jesus is 
the author of salvation to those who 
“do not” obey him. Doing, obeying, is 
the work that God demands we do 
(John 6:29). Peter told thousands on 
the day of Pentecost, “save yourselves” 
(Acts 2:40). Sinners save themselves 
by believing and obeying what God 
commands them to do. 

Paul emphasizes faith and James 
emphasizes works. Both are true. 

Paul tells HOW one is made right 
before God — by faith.  

James tells WHEN one is made 
right before God — by works (obedi-
ence). 

Abraham was justified by faith 
WHEN (not before) he had offered 
Isaac (James 2:21). 

Rahab was justified by faith 
WHEN (not before) she received the 
messengers and sent them out another 
way (James 2:25). 

Hebrews chapter 11 says the same 
thing about faith and works. It gives 
examples of those who were right in 
God’s eyes. In every instance it is 
WHEN they acted (worked, obeyed). 
Notice these action verbs: Abel offered 
(v.4), Enoch pleased (v.5), Noah pre-
pared (v.7), Abraham obeyed (v.8), so-
journed (v.9), looked (v.10), offered 
(v.17), etc. etc. All these people were 
moved by their faith in God to DO 
what he commanded them to do. They 
did not sit back with folded hands 
and say “I can be saved by faith alone.” 

Do you have enough faith in the 
Lord to do what he commands? 

 
SEVERAL KINDS OF WORKS 
 
Everything man does is a “work” 

— an action. We read of several “kinds” 
of works in the New Testament. There 
are: 

(1) Works of man’s “righteous-
ness” wherein he glories/trusts (Titus 
3:5; Luke 18:11-14; Rom. 4:2). They 
are works wherein one may boast 
(Eph. 2:9). These works do not save 
(Matt. 7:22-23). 

(2) Works of the Law of Moses 
(Gal. 2:16). They do not, and can not 
save (Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:20,28). 

(3) Works that are evil (John 
7:7; Rom. 13:12; Eph. 5:11; Col. 1:21; 
Titus 1:16). They obviously do not 
save. 

(4) Works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-
21; 1 Cor. 6:9-10). Wickedness, ungod-
liness condemns us. They don’t save. 

(5) Works of God (Acts 2:11). 
These are works God does. 

(6) Works of obedience that 
God commands man to do (John 6:28-
29; James 2:14-27; Matt. 7:21). These 
are not man’s works, they are God’s 
works. These are works God commands 
man to DO in OBEDIENCE to Him 
(Matt. 10:32; 12:50; 18:3; 25:21; Mark 
9:47; Luke 6:46; Heb. 13:21; James 
1:22; 2:22; 1 Peter 4:2; 1 John 2:17; 1 
John 3:22,24; Rev. 22:14). 

The works that save are the works 
God commands us to obey. But, salva-
tion is not by “works only,” just as sal-
vation is not by “faith only.” There are 
many things involved in one’s salvation. 
On God’s part there is his love (John 
3:16), grace (Titus 2:11), the sacrifice 
of his Son (Heb. 2:9), mercy (Luke 
1:78), Jesus’ blood (Eph. 1:7), forgive-
ness (Acts 5:31), etc. etc. On man’s 
part there is faith (Rom. 3:25), repen-
tance (Acts 17:30), confession (Rom. 
10:9), baptism (Acts 2:38), works 
(James 2:24), obeying the truth (1 
Peter 1:22), living faithful (Rev. 2:10), 
worshipping in spirit and truth (John 
4:23-24), etc. etc. 

What kind of works do not save? 
Works wherein man may boast. Works 
that God did not authorize. 

What kinds of works do save? The 
works God commands us to do. Sinners 
can’t be saved without faith toward 
God AND obedience to His word. God 
only saves those who OBEY him (Matt. 
7:21; Heb. 5:9). 

If you were given a check for a 
million dollars, it is worthless if you 
just look at it. You have to do something 
(act, work). You have to take it to the 
bank and cash it. The one who gave it 
to you did their part; now, you have to 
do your part.
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Pentecost, or like Paul himself! (Acts 
2:38-41; 22:16; cf. Rom. 6:3-5). Saul/Paul 
was still mourning his sins and fasting 
until he was baptized to wash away 
his sins (Acts 9:18-19; 22:16). 

5. Romans 10:11 proves that Paul 
emphasized confession so people (es-
pecially Jews) would not be ashamed 
to confess Christ before men: “For the 
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed” (10:11; 
cf. Matt. 10:32-33; Mark 8:38; John 
12:42). In fact, that was Paul’s point 
at the end of chapter 9 also, when 
speaking of Israel’s reluctance: 
“Israel...whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed” (9:31,33). This 
context must be considered to under-
stand Romans 10:9-10! Paul was quot-
ing Isaiah 28:16, which says, “...he 
that believeth shall not make haste,” 
meaning he will not be ashamed or 
afraid, running away in fear. 

6. The Bible often uses a figure of 
speech called a synecdoche, in which 
a concise statement is used to represent 
something more complex. Romans 
10:9 is a concise figure of speech used 
to emphasize something that was sore-
ly needed: people (especially Jews) 
who were not ashamed to publicly 
proclaim their faith in Jesus. 

7. If someone does not believe, 
the teacher will focus on the necessity 
of belief (John 3:12-16). If someone 
already believes, but still needs to 
change, the teacher will likely focus 
on repentance and may not even men-
tion belief (Acts 2:38). In Romans 10:9, 
the focus is on belief and confession, 
because of the Jews’ common reluc-
tance to do so. Imagine someone saying, 
“If you would just be willing to confess 
Christ, you could be saved!” That does 
not mean that confession is the only 
thing involved. It’s a figure of speech. 
Their refusal to publicly confess Jesus 
was the main hindrance to their sal-
vation, thus the emphasis. 

8. To take Romans 10:9 and say 
that confession is required, but baptism 
is not, is like taking First Peter 3:21 
and saying baptism is required, but 
confession is not. Both statements are 
false, because “all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” and we must 
learn how to “rightly divide” God’s 
Word, believing every bit of it (Psa. 
119:160, 172; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17). 

9. Repentance is not mentioned 
at all in Romans 10, but surely nobody 
rules out repentance as being required 
for salvation (Matt. 4:17; Acts 2:38; 
3:19; 11:18; 17:30, 31; 26:20; 2 Peter 
3:9; cf. Luke 13:3,5; 2 Cor. 7:10). If one 
believes that repentance is required 
because God said so in other passages, 
he should also believe baptism is re-
quired, because God said so in other 
passages (Mark 16:15-16; John 3:5; 
Acts 2:38; 9:6; 10:6, 35, 48; 19:5; 22:16; 
Rom. 6:3-5, 16-18; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 
3:27; Eph. 5:26; Col. 2:11-13; Titus 
3:5; Heb. 10:22; 1 Peter 3:20-21). If re-
pentance is required, so is baptism. 
Although neither repentance nor bap-
tism are explicitly mentioned in Ro-
mans 10, but they are both implied. 

10. It is also inconsistent to say 
man is saved by “faith alone,” while 
also requiring the act of confession 
(cf. James 2:24). Confession is an 
active command one carries out him-
self, while being baptized is a passive 
action, requiring something done to 
the person by someone else. This very 
passage (Rom. 10) contradicts the doc-
trine of “faith only” salvation, requiring 
more than faith alone, and the entire 
Book of Romans emphasizes obedience 
to Christ, not just belief (Rom. 1:5; 
2:6-11; 4:12; 6:1-22; 8:1-13; 10:16,21; 
12:1-2; 13:1, 13, 14; 16:26). The Book 
of Romans, like many of Paul’s writings, 
was written to prove that men, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, could only be saved 
through obedience to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ — not by works of “the 
law” [of Moses] (Rom. 1:16; 2:17, 28-
29; 6:1-6, 16-18; 7:4-7; 8:1-4; 9:2-8, 31-
32; 10:1-3; Gal. 2:15-16; 3:19-29; 5:3-
6; Eph. 2:8-16; Col. 2:14-17; etc.). 

11. It would be erroneous to claim 
that the confession of Romans 10:9-
10 is “the sinner’s prayer.” Acts 8:12-
24 shows that baptism takes place 
before prayer (cf. Prov. 28:9; John 9:31; 
1 Peter 3:12). Prayer is a spiritual 
blessing for those in Christ (Eph. 1:3), 
and one is not in Christ until he is 
“baptized into Christ” (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 
6:3). As has already been shown, in-
terpreting the confession of Romans 
10:9-10 as a prayer does not fit the 
context, and one will not find any 
conversion in the Bible of an alien 
sinner living under the New 
Covenant who was commanded 
to pray to be saved. 

12. What is seen is a confession of 
faith to men that takes place before 
baptism: “Philip...preached unto him 

Jesus...and the eunuch said, See, here 
is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized? And Philip said, If thou be-
lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” 
(Acts 8:35-37; cf. 1 Tim. 6:12). By the 
way, the Ethiopian rejoiced after 
baptism, not after his confession, 
because his sins were washed away 
in baptism (Acts 2:38; 8:39; 22:16). 
That is why he urgently wanted to 
get to the water, because when Philip 
“preached Jesus,” he preached the ne-
cessity of believing and being baptized 
for salvation (cf. Acts 8:5,12, 35-39; 
Mark 16:15-16). 

13. One must confess his belief 
before he is baptized into Christ, be-
cause Jesus said, “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 
16:16). Others do not know you believe, 
unless you “confess with thy mouth” 
(Rom. 10:9). That is surely why Philip 
required a confession of faith from 
the Ethiopian before baptism in Acts 
8, and that confession was not a prayer. 
Please note that Jesus did not say, 
“He that believeth and prays the 
sinner’s prayer shall be saved.” 
He said, “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved” (Mark 
16:16). 

14. Romans 10:10 is elaborating 
on 10:9, thus the “for” at the beginning 
of the verse. The phrases “unto right-
eousness” and “unto salvation” in Ro-
mans 10:10 are synonymous, meaning 
“towards salvation.” This is not trans-
lated correctly in translations such 
as the ESV, NIV, or NLT. The first 
phrase in 10:10 cannot literally mean 
that one is saved at the point he be-
lieves, because that would contradict 
the second phrase about “confession 
unto salvation.” Is he declared right-
eous (saved) at the point of belief, or 
at the point of confession? They are 
both “towards” salvation, but salvation 
is not actually obtained until one 
“calls on the name of the Lord” by 
being baptized in the name of the 
Lord (10:13; cf. Acts 2:21, 38; 22:16). 
The Romans 10 confession is made 
before one “appeals to the authority 
of the Lord” by being baptized in the 
name of the Lord (Rom. 10:13; cf. Joel 
2:32; Acts 2:21, 38; 8:37; 22:16; 1 Peter 
3:21). Strong’s Greek Lexicon says 
that “calling on” means “to appeal,” 
and “name” can mean “authority” (cf. 
Acts 4:7; 25:11, 12, 21, 25; 26:32; 28:19). 
This pattern of confession before bap-
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tism is exemplified in the conversion 
of the Ethiopian (Acts 8:35-39; cf. Rom. 
10:9-13). 

15. A study of the following three 
passages proves that one calls on the 
name of the Lord when he is baptized 
in the name of the Lord: Acts 2:21, 
2:38, and 22:16. Acts 2:38 explains 
what Peter meant in Acts 2:21 — call 
on His name by being baptized in His 
name (His authority, Acts 4:7). 

In Acts 22:16, the phrase “calling 
on the name of the Lord” is a participial 
phrase describing what Saul was doing 
when he arose, was baptized, and 
washed away his sins in the name of 
the Lord. Men do not have the power 
(authority) to save themselves, so they 
must appeal to the authority of Jesus 
by doing what the Author of salvation 
authorized for salvation (Matt. 4:17; 
10:32; 28:18-20; Mark 16:16; Heb. 5:9). 
Water baptism is how the penitent 
believer calls on (appeals to) the Lord 
to be saved, because that is what 
Jesus commanded for man’s salvation 
(Mark 16:16; John 3:5). First Peter 
3:21 also says water baptism is how 
one appeals to God for a good con-
science, salvation. 

16. When the whole book of Ro-
mans is examined, it is clear that one 
believes unto (towards) righteousness, 
confesses unto (towards) salvation, 
and is finally “baptized into Jesus 
Christ” to be “made free from sin” 
(Rom. 6:3, 17-18; 10:10,13). Note that 
repentance is also “unto” eternal life 
(Acts 11:18), and baptism is “unto” 
the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). 
The Greek preposition eis is the same 
word used in all these passages, trans-
lated as “unto” in Romans 10:10, so if 
belief and confession are unto salvation, 
so are repentance and baptism, with 
baptism being the final step “into 
Christ” (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). 

17. In Romans 10:15, Paul men-
tions preachers being “sent” to “preach 
the Gospel,” and in 10:18 he goes on 
to say, “...Yes verily, their sound went 

into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world.” This is 
obviously referring to the Great Com-
mission in which Jesus commanded 
baptism for the salvation of all people 
and did not mention confession (Matt. 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47; 
Acts 2:38-40). In fact, there are many 
more verses in the New Testament 
stating the necessity of water baptism 
than there are for confession, but God 
only has to say something once for it 
to be eternally binding. The Great 
Commission began on Pentecost, the 
day the apostles first taught people 
to call on the name of the Lord by 
being baptized in the name of the 
Lord (Acts 2:21, 38-41; cf. Rom. 10:12-
18). 

18. What is being discussed in 
Romans 10 is summarized by this 
statement: “But they have not all 
obeyed the Gospel” (10:16). The basic 
facts of the Gospel are the death, 
burial, and resurrection (1 Cor. 15:1-
4). So how does one obey that? Paul 
already told us in Romans 6 — a pen-
itent believer must be baptized into 
His death, buried with Him in baptism, 
and raised to walk in a new life (6:3-
5). When we “obey from the heart that 
form of doctrine” we have “obeyed the 
Gospel” and are “then made free from 
sin” (6:16-18; 10:16). The Christians 
in Rome would have understood that 
“obeying the Gospel” was just another 
way to describe being baptized into 
the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ. Those who do not obey the 
Gospel will be separated from God 
eternally (2 Thess. 1:7-9; 1 Peter 4:17). 

19. In Romans 10:17 Paul says, 
“faith cometh by hearing...the Word of 
God,” so those who do not believe 
what God said about the necessity of 
repentance and water baptism cannot 
be people of true faith. A person of 
faith will believe everything God said 
(Psalm 119:172; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17). 

20. A primary rule of Biblical in-
terpretation is that any interpretation 

of a passage that contradicts other 
passages is incorrect (Psalm 119:160, 
172). Immediate and remote contexts 
must be considered for a proper un-
derstanding. When discussing some-
thing as important as Heaven and 
Hell, it is the height of irresponsibility 
to take one or two verses as “proof 
texts” while ignoring or trying to ex-
plain away the rest of the Bible. It is 
extremely dangerous to precious souls 
when one wields God’s Powerful Sword 
so recklessly (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12; 
James 3:1). Peter warned it is quite 
possible to take more difficult Scrip-
tures, like those written by Paul, and 
twist them to our own destruction. 
He thus commanded growth in knowl-
edge (2 Peter 3:15-18). Love for others 
and our own souls would demand that 
we be honest with God’s Word, being 
careful with it, studying it diligently, 
knowing that the way we use it can 
save or condemn. 

Conclusion: In Romans 10, Paul 
had expressed his desire for Israel to 
be saved. Even though they had a 
zeal for God, it was without proper 
knowledge: “Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved. For I bear them 
record that they have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge. For 
they being ignorant of God’s right-
eousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not sub-
mitted themselves unto the righteous-
ness of God” (Rom. 10:1-3). Many 
today could be described in the same 
way: they love God and are very zeal-
ous, but they lack knowledge of how 
God’s Word harmonizes regarding sal-
vation, or they refuse to acknowledge 
the Truth. Because of this, they have 
created their own system of right-
eousness that is different from God’s. 
May we lovingly encourage them to 
reconsider and submit to the right-
eousness of God, “that they might be 
saved” (Rom. 10:1; cf. Acts 19:1-5; Rom. 
6:16-18; 16:17; Gal. 1:6-9; 1 Tim. 4:16). 

Note: If anyone reading this be-
lieves I am in error, let me know. 
Show me from God’s Word how I am 
wrong, and I will consider your words 
as they relate to the Bible. I just want 
to do whatever God wants (Psa. 141:5; 
Prov. 27:5-6). 

PO Box 759 
Baker, FL 32531 

jasonsbibleblog.com 
 

 

We “call on the name of the Lord” (appeal to His authority)  
to be saved when we are baptized to be saved  

Acts 2:21; 2:38; 22:16; cf. 1 Peter 3:20-21). 

Acts 2:21 Acts 2:38 

 
“…whosoever shall call on  

the name of the Lord  
shall be saved” 

 

“…Repent, and be baptized 
everyone of you in the  

name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins…”
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IDOLS THAT AFFECT MAN’S SERVICE TO GOD 
James W. Boyd  

Many think of idols only in terms of images (they are included). However, 
that is not the whole story. Pagan religions, Romanism and others have 
physical and mental images. Many have self as an idol. To make what a 

person wants, likes, and pleases him first in life is sinful. 

An idol is anything that we set 
before, alongside, or instead of, 
the true and living God of heav-

en. Idolatry is giving allegiance to 
anything before God. Idolatry is re-
peatedly and severely condemned in 
the Bible. “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me” (Exodus 20:3) is a 
theme throughout Scripture. Possibly 
many think of idols only in terms of 
images, and that is included. But that 
is not the whole story. Pagan religions, 
Romanism and others have physical 
and mental images. 

Making images differs from mak-
ing images as religious symbols. One 
may have an image of baby feet to ex-
press opposition to abortion. That is 
not like some “relic” of a “saint.” Kissing 
the toe of Peter’s stature, St. Christo-
pher on the dashboard, using the 
brazen serpent as an idol is not like 
having lions at the entrance of the 
driveway or a horse at the barn. The 
image of Buddha is not like a family 
snapshot. A totem pole is not the 
equivalent to grandpa’s picture.  

Scripture condemns making any 
image an object of worship. Likewise, 
worship of the sun, moon or stars is 
idolatry. To bow down, kiss, or show 
adoration and homage to such things 
is idolatry as ancient as history. But 
still, some people let their lives be 
governed by such things. 

That which can be made an idol 
is not necessarily evil in itself. Paul 
teaches idols are nothing (1 Cor. 8:4). 
For this reason eating meat offered to 
idols is not necessarily sinful. The 
brazen serpent that became an idol 
was not sinful in its first use. Many 
have self as an idol. That does not 
make being a person is evil. But it is 
sad when anybody adopts the attitude, 
“Not Thy will but mine be done.” To 
make what a person wants, likes, and 
pleases him first in life is wrong. If I 
become my own standard maker, my 
own authority, I become my own god. 
When I am self-willed I put self first 

before God and others (2 Peter 2:10). 
Paul speaks of those who are lovers 
of self more than lovers of God (2 
Tim. 3:4). This is the “do-your-own-
thing” crowd (Judges 17:6). Scripture 
leaves no doubt that self is man’s 
number one idol. 

Modernism, humanism, relative 
subjectivism and liberalism are nothing 
other than replacing God. “Man is the 
most” is the cry of these idolaters. 
They contend there is no right or 
wrong, truth or error, just be honest, 
unity in diversity, no law, no absolutes. 
But who decides what is honest under 
such a system?  

They deny Christianity, the pre-
existence of Christ before Bethlehem, 
His Deity, the virgin birth, the im-
mortality of the soul, even the existence 
of the soul, the inspiration of the 
Bible, judgment, heaven, hell, sin and 
salvation. Instead, they worship hu-
man wisdom, “scholarship,” de-
grees, so-called science and the 
elite. Their vocabulary is deceitful 
because they use words like God, 
Deity, inspiration, truth, love, salvation, 
etc. but not as the Bible presents 
them. Baptism, moral purity, sacred-
ness of human life, the law regarding 
marriage is set aside. Then you get 
the sinner’s prayer, situation ethics, 
the worship of trees and animals as 
being equal or superior to man. 

 
ORIGIN OF SUCH DOCTRINES 
 
These ideas are coming from the-

ologians, professors, schools, clergymen, 
the “experts.” They simply reject what 
they do not want, with the wave of 
their superior hand they dismiss God’s 
will as irrelevant, unconvincing and 
illogical. Without evidence they dismiss 
truth, logic, consistency, but assert 
they know best. There is no way to 
set God aside more certainly than to 
set aside His Word. Things that in-
terfere with what God says, are idols. 
God declares worship, good steward-

ship, family responsibilities, morality, 
are important. Idolatry confuses pri-
orities. 

 
MAMMON 

 
One rather obvious god is mam-

mon — money, material things. Paul 
warns against the love of money (1 
Tim. 6:10). This love causes people to 
lie, steal, cheat, murder, sell the body 
and soul, create war. This is so evident 
in our world. Money is not evil in 
itself. It depends on one’s attitude to-
ward it — manner of acquisition and 
distribution. Many have adopted the 
false premise that having money 
means success. The “dog-eat-dog” op-
eration goes forward. The Golden Rule 
is buried. Get all you can and can all 
you get. Jesus said, “No man can serve 
two masters: for either he will hate 
the one and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mam-
mon” (Matt. 6:24). We are taught to 
mortify covetousness (Col. 3:5). Some 
think, “What’s yours is mine if I can 
take it.” But our profession is being a 
Christian. Even our jobs are to pay 
the bills as we serve Christ. 

 
FAME AND INDULGENCE 

 
To be in the limelight is the am-

bition of so many. Jesus said the great-
est would be servant of all. Some 
loved the praise of men more than 
the praise of God (John 12:42-43). 
Ego, pride, the desire to be recognized 
and applauded is the goal of many. 
Diotrophes had that disposition (3 
John 9). “My name in lights,” is so im-
portant to celebrities. Some are so 
proud they can strut sitting down. 
They will compromise truth to get 
fame. They lack self-esteem, self-worth 
and have a serious sense of inferiori-
ty. 

Alongside that goes the desire to 
satisfy the flesh with every indulgence, 
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A GOOD CONFESSION 
Bill Boyd 

In 1 Timothy 6:13 Paul said that 
Jesus, “before Pontius Pilate wit-
nessed a good confession.” The con-

fession is found in Matthew 27:11: 
“Jesus stood before the governor: and 
the governor asked him, saying, Art 
thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus 
said unto him, Thou sayest” (See also 
Mark 15:2 and Luke 23:3) 

John goes into more detail (John 
18:29-38). Pilate asked Jesus, “Art 
thou king of the Jews?” Jesus replied 
with a question, “Sayest thou this of 
thyself, or did others tell it to thee of 
me?” With that question, Jesus put 
Pilate on trial. As governor, Pilate 
would have to decide whether to render 
his own judgment concerning Jesus, 
or to capitulate to the Jew making 
the accusation out of envy. Matthew 
27:18 says of Pilate, “He knew that 
for envy they had delivered him.” Pilate 
knew this was not a political matter 
for him to deal with, but a religious 
dispute of the Jews. He had already 
said, “Take ye him and judge him ac-
cording to your law,” but the Jews 
wanted Jesus put to death. Pilate said 
to Jesus, “Am I a Jew? Thine own na-
tion and the chief priests have delivered 
thee unto me: what hast thou done” 
(John 18:35). Jesus said to Pilate, “my 
kingdom is not of this world” (v.36). 
Pilate understood. The kingdom of 
heaven was spiritual in nature. It did 
not pose a threat to civil governments 
acting within their civil authorities. 
If it did, then Jesus would be guilty of 
insurrection under Roman law, but 
Pilate said, “I find no fault in him at 
all” (v.38). 

Jesus had already made this good 
confession before the high priest. Ana-
nias said to Jesus, “I adjure thee by 

the living God, that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 
Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said” 
(Matt. 26:63-64). There is no question 
what Jesus meant by his answer. As 
a Jewish idiom, it was an emphatic 
way to answer in the affirmative, 
much as we may say, “You said it!” To 
what was perhaps a non-Jewish au-
dience Mark interpreted the answer, 
“The high priest asked him, and said 
unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am” 
(Mark 14:61-62). We can dismiss the 
bold and uninformed affirmation some 
make that Jesus never claimed to be 
the Christ. 

When Paul wrote of the “good 
confession” he was talking about the 
one Jesus made before Pilate, rather 
than Ananias. It was the same con-
fession, but before the high priest, it 
was preliminary; before the governor, 
his confession would mean his cruci-
fixion, and still, Jesus “witnessed a 
good confession.” 

Jesus expects us confess the same 
concerning him. In Matthew 10:32-
33 Jesus said, “Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which 
is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny 
before my Father which is in heaven.” 
In Acts 8:36-37 we read, “They came 
unto a certain water: and the eunuch 
said, See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip 
said, If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest. And he answered 
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God.” Some dismiss this 
confession because they do not find it 
in their new Bible versions, but the 

translators of their new Bibles are 
not so quick to dismiss it. The ones I 
have consulted include a reference to 
the confession in a footnote. It is not 
a translation issue, but a text issue. 
The newer versions are translations 
of a newer text derived from a small 
family of older manuscripts. The older 
Bibles are translations of an older 
text derived from a large family of 
later manuscripts. 

The manuscripts are not the only 
witness. In the year AD 180 Irenaeus 
wrote that the believing eunuch said 
to Philip, “I believe Jesus Christ to be 
the Son of God.” In the year AD 250 
Cyprian wrote, “In the Acts of the 
Apostles: Lo, here is water, what is 
there which hinders me from being 
baptized? Then Philip said, If you be-
lieve with all your heart you may.” 
Both of these New Testament quota-
tions are older than the oldest New 
Testament manuscripts. 

Paul wrote, in Romans 10:9-10, 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” 
The confession in Romans 10:9 is a 
“one time” (aorist tense) confession. 
The confession is Romans 10:10 is a 
“continuous” (present tense) confession. 
We make the good confession before 
we are baptized, and we continue to 
make the good confession after we 
are raised to walk in newness of life. 

wmhboyd@aol.com 
647 Finger Bluff Road 

Morrison, TN 37357 
 

seeking pleasure (Heb. 11:25), obsessed 
with physical appearance, lustful, 
living riotously in revelry, having a 
“good” time in drunkenness. This is 
the prime mission in life according to 
some. 

We must also realize that innocent 
things can become idols when they 
come between us and God. Sports, 
hobbies, jobs, vacations, fall into this 
category. While not evil in themselves, 

they become evil because they are 
first. 

 
DO WE MAKE MEN OUR IDOLS? 

 
Peter would not let Cornelius even 

appear to worship him (Acts 10:26). 
Herod met tragedy when he allowed 
himself to be presented as a god (Acts 
12:21-23). Paul and Barnabas were 
mistaken as gods (Acts 14:8-18). Popes, 

ancestors, family, religious leaders, 
Elvis are gods to many. But the bottom 
line is that God has not (does not or 
will not) surrender His throne nor 
share first place with any. We must 
always be as Paul taught the Thessa-
lonians to turn from idols to serve the 
living and true God. 

A Burning Fire, Vol. 19, No. 1 
2720 S Chancery St. 

McMinnville, TN 37110 
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“It is in my opinion one of the 
very best publications among 
the church. I use it at the church 
in Scurry, Texas, as bulletin board 
articles, personal research and 
as articles in our church bulletin. 
Please keep this fine publication 
coming” ...Scurry, TX. “Thanks 
so much” ...W. B. Young, Gaines-

boro, TN. “We are happy when we see each issue in our mail. 
Enclosed is a check in appreciation of your good publication. 
Thank you” ...B. C. Underwood, Halls, TN. “Thank you so 
much for all of your hard work and dedication to the Lord’s 
work. May God bless you in your efforts” ...Jimmy & Viola 
Copeland, Fairhope, AL. “Thank you” ...Jonathan Tate, 
Hodgen, OK. “Thank you” ...Les Hinkle, Winfield, AL. “Enjoy 
your publication cover to cover each month. Thank you for your 
works” ...Cindy Meek, Owasso, OK. “Thank you” ...Robert 
W. Walker, Kettering, OH. “Thank you very much” ...Gary 
Morrell, Holiday Island, AR. “Thank you so much” ...Troy 
Willis, Branson, MO. “I saw in the July 2023 issue of “Seek 
The Old Paths” that you have some free booklets available 
for the asking. I am interested especially in the Perry Cotham 
tract on ‘The New Birth.’ Since Haun went out of business 
years ago it has become nearly impossible to get old tracts of 
which this is one. It is my opinion this is the best piece of 
writing done on this topic by an uninspired man, at least the 
best I ever read. Years ago I had to give up my last copy to a 
relative that needed it. I would like to receive a couple of copies 
plus the book by Bill Jackson” ...Dennis Smith, Coal City, IN. 
“Thank you for the great publication that is addressing issues 
that others are not. Thank you and God bless” ...Devin Smoot, 
Hodgen, OK. “I love your publication and especially when it 
pertains to baptism and the confirming of the way in which we 
come into Christ. This topic does sum up salvation and I just 
can’t understand how it can be so misunderstood. Thank you” 
...Cindy Barker, Batavia, OH. “Seek The Old Paths is a 
dearly beloved publication at our house. We always can’t wait 
to read each new one. They are sound to the core! Keep them 
coming! Thank you so much. Luanne’s mother (Eudene Tham) 
passed away a few months ago. She loved the STOP and 
received it for years” ...Bob & Luanne Patterson, Gun 
Barrell City, TX. “I pray this finds you in good spirits and 
health. I just got done reading the Seek The Old Paths for the 
month of July and I enjoyed every article that was in it. I ap-
preciate the work you are doing in the name of the Lord. I like 
reading sound doctrine literature. I am writing to see if others 
in the brotherhood could help me out with sound doctrine 
books that will help me out in my Christian walk. Please feel 
free to give them my info. With me being in prison, please let 
anyone know that wants to write or send me books, to please 
send it from a church address, not a home address or it will be 
denied. Again thanks for everything and keep up the good 
work. May God bless you” ...Ryan Leatherman 02096059, 
Estelle Unit, 264 FM 3478, Huntsville, TX 77320. “Enjoy 
reading STOP” ...Howard Fawcett, Sinton, TX. “Please put 
me on your mailing list of STOP. Thank you for the great work 
you do with this paper. May the Lord continue to bless you in 
the service of his Son” ...Garry Hoyt, Paducah, KY. “I’ve been 
getting STOP for several years. I enjoy reading them. It is up 
to date as to what is going on in this world. It is sad this 
country is going down hill. Please keep up the great work. May 
God bless you” ...Mary Ennis, Hazel, KY. “Greetings. I get so 
much good out of reading Seek the Old Paths. My God help 
us to finish this hard race. Blessing to your way” ...Doris 
Ingram, Memphis, TN. “Thank you and with Christian love” 
...Orville Grossath, Yuma, AZ. “Thank you so much” ...Barbara 
Sperow, Prescott, MI. “Thank you” ...Miranda Hays, Earls-

boro, OK. “Thanks for all you do for the Kingdom” ...Kevin 
Cretsinger, Shady Valley, TN. “Thank you very much for the 
STOP paper. I always learn something new and a lot of times I 
get all my questions answered. Where is the ‘holy place’ to-
day?” ...Metropolis, IL. [EDITOR’S NOTE: Though Jerusalem 
at one time was called the holy city (Nehemiah 11:1; Isaiah 
27:13; 52:1; 66:20; Daniel 9:16), that is no longer true. There is 
no physical place on this earth that has been designated by 
God as a “holy place.” Many speak of the nation of Israel today 
(Jews) and call them God’s people and speak of that land as 
“the holy land.” But that is no longer true. It could be called 
“the Bible land,” but not “the holy land.” The Lord Jesus is not 
coming back to this earth to set up a kingdom in Jerusalem or 
any other place. The “holy place” today is the church — the 
church of Christ. The church is not a building or piece of 
ground. Jesus said his kingdom is not “of” this world (John 
18:36). The Lord’s kingdom is a spiritual kingdom. It was es-
tablished in Jerusalem in 33 A.D. and continues to this day 
(Acts 2). It cannot be seen with human eyes or touched with 
human hands. It is in our heart (Luke 17:20-21; Acts 2:29-36; 
Rom. 14:17). All who learn the truth and obey the Gospel are 
members of it (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). In that last great day, “...the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 
Thess. 4:16-17).

M A I L B A G
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Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the Leoni Church of 
Christ  and is under the oversight of its elders. It is FREE, being sup-
ported by the contributions of both individuals and congregations. Its pri-
mary purpose and goal in publication can be found in Jude 3, 2 Tim. 4:2, 
Titus 1:13, Titus 2:1 and 2 Peter 1:12. All mail received may be published 
unless it is marked “not for publication.” The church building is located 
at: 2132 Old McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190. 
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