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IS CHRISTIANITY THE ONLY TRUE RELIGION?

truth is reduced to the personal

worldview of the individual, it has
become increasingly unpopular, even
politically incorrect, to claim that only
one religion holds the answer to life’s
ultimate questions. One is looked
upon as narrow and bigoted if it is
insisted that God has revealed Him-
self decisively in the person of Jesus
of Nazareth. The reasons for this are
varied and stretch back many years.
However, in our contemporary times
it is unfashionable to claim any
degree of exclusivity for one’s religion.
This, in the eyes of many, becomes the
height of intolerance. All views, so the
position goes, should be held with
equal respect and validity. When
applied to religious matters, this view
is known as religious pluralism.

RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

Religious pluralism has been
defined as that position which states,
“Any (or perhaps all) religions lead to
God or salvation. Following any reli-
gious path enables believers to reach
the religious goal” (Clark 292).
Although this maxim rings pleasant-
ly in the ears of many within our soci-
ety, the general principles upon which
it is founded are inherently contradic-
tory. A number of avenues can be tra-
versed to expose the innate weak-
nesses of this philosophy, but for the
sake of this article the two weightiest
flaws will be considered.

First, this ideology is erected
upon a crumbling foundation of poor
logic. The contention that all religions
ultimately lead to spiritual edifica-

In our postmodern society wherein
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tion and salvation through the same
God, violates a fundamental law of
logic known as the Law of Non-con-
tradiction. This law states that “no
two contradictory statements can
both be true at the same time and in
the same sense” (Geisler & Brooks
16). When one affirms the validity of
all religions, the implicit affirmation
is that all of the claims of each reli-
gion are true. Otherwise, such a
broad contention could not be made.
However, a review of the major claims
of the leading worldviews of our day
reveals stark and contradictory dif-
ferences.

If the pluralist insists that Chris-
tianity can be true along with all
other world religions, then we must
insist that it is true in every particu-
lar, including the claims that it makes
about itself. But Christianity claims
to be the only way to God. If this
claim is false, then it can no longer be
said that Christianity is true. As the
Law of Non-contradiction affirms,
something cannot be both true and
not true at the same time. This leads
to our next observation.

A second and most important
area in which this ideology G.e., all
religions lead to salvation) fails is
that it contradicts the testimony of
the word of God. Granted, this fact
only concerns those who style them-
selves “Christian” while also adopting
the worldview of religious pluralism.
However, such individuals exist and
it is important to demonstrate their
error here.

The Bible is explicit that there is
no other path to communion with

God and salvation outside of the one
blazed by His divine Son, Jesus
Christ. One of the most well known
passages in all the Bible captures
these words of Jesus: “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6). Obviously, to affirm that salva-
tion can be accessed through the
Hindu god Brahma or the spiritual
teachings of Siddhartha Gotama
(Buddha), is in direct conflict with
Jesus’ statement. Furthermore, when
standing before the Jewish rulers of
first century Palestine, the apostle
Peter declared, “Neither is there sal-
vation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12). Again, no occasion
for another god or gods can be seen.
Hence, the foundation for salvation is
found only in Jesus Christ (1 Cor.
3:11) in whom alone God has located
(placed, deposited) eternal life (1 John
5:11). To be without Christ is
described as “having no hope and
without God” (Eph. 2:12). No one is
said to have God while denying His
Son (1 John 2:23). In fact, to deny
God’s own testimony concerning the
Son is described in terms of making
God Himself a liar (1 John 5:10).
Hence, for anyone to claim Christian-
ity as their own while affirming reli-
gious pluralism, is to completely sur-
render the convictions and distin-
guishing features of the Christian
faith.

(Continued on page 79)
Only True Religion?...
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say that what we believe and

teach is just our interpretation or
opinion. They tell us “everybody has
their own belief and that one church
is just as good as another.” These
words come from those who don’t
know the truth and frankly, don’t
love the truth. As a matter of fact,
they don’t think anyone can know
the truth. The devil would like noth-
ing more than to convince people
that we can’t really know the truth.
He knows the truth can save men
from their sins, so he desperately
seeks to keep them from the saving
word. He wants people to believe that
the Lord’s church is just one of many
in the world.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus
reveals that when men hear the
Gospel (the seed is sown), the devil
comes along and quickly snatches it
away. “Those by the way side are they
that hear; then cometh the devil, and
taketh away the word out of their
hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved” (Luke 8:12). Why the urgency?
The answer is that Satan knows the
power of the Word of God to change
men’s lives. “For the word of God [is]
quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and mar-
row, and [is] a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart”
(Heb. 4:12). “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). Satan
does not want the Word to linger in
one’s heart. He wants desperately to
get rid of it and not give it a chance to
grow. Sadly, he has plenty coworkers,
even in the church, that try to tell us
it’s arrogant to think we can know
the truth. Therefore, they have no
respect for the word of God and cast
doubt on it with their suppositions
and theories.

If men can’t know the truth, then

It’s not uncommon to hear people

whose fault is it? The end result of
this absurd idea makes it God’s fault.
What they’re saying is that God, the
One who made the universe and all
things that exist, is not smart
enough, nor is he able, to communi-
cate his will to man whom he creat-
ed. Who is willing to believe such a
preposterous error? The truth is, God
is omnipotent (all powerful, Jer.
32:17), omniscient (all knowing, Heb.
4:12-13), and omnipresent (every-
where, Psalm 139). It is foolish man
who thinks he is smarter than God!
God is fully capable of revealing his
holy divine will unto mankind; and,
he has done so in the holy Scriptures,
the Bible. But, he does not shove it
down our throats. He expects us to
dig and study. “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15).

God’s word, the Bible, is “truth”
(John 17:17; Psa. 119:142,151). It
“alone” is Truth (2 Tim. 3:16-17); and,
it is “all” Truth (2 Peter 1:3). Nothing
has been left out that man needs.
Psalm 12:6 says, “The words of the
LORD [are] pure words: [as] silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified
seven times.” The 19th Psalm reveals
that, “/ The law of the LORD [is] per-
fect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the LORD [is] sure, making wise
the simple. 8The statutes of the LORD
[are] right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD [is] pure,
enlightening the eyes. 9IThe fear of the
LORD [is] clean, enduring for ever:
the judgments of the LORD [are] true
[and] righteous altogether. IWhere-
withal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed [thereto] accord-
ing to thy word” (vs.7-9). Who in the
whole world would be brazen enough
to stand up and say we can’t under-
stand these verses? A man would
need help to misunderstand what
God plainly says. Sadly, there are
multitudes willing to offer such help!
No wonder the world is bewildered

and confused.

The Lord Jesus tells the world
we can KNOW the TRUTH and we
can know that we know. Jesus said,
“If ye continue in my word, [then] are
ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:31-32). If man
cannot understand the Bible, then he
cannot be saved. That would make
salvation impossible and God a liar.
It is only by the truth (the word) that
we learn of God’s offer of the forgive-
ness of sins and eternal life. Jesus
said the truth shall make you free —
free from the consequence and penal-
ty of our sins. How can the truth
make us free? It makes us free by
informing us of our sins (Rom.
3:10,23) and telling us what to do to
have forgiveness of our sins. The
inspired word says, “Seeing ye have
purified your souls in obeying the
truth... Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever” (1 Peter 1:22-
23). Man cannot go to heaven with-
out being “born again.” Born again of
water and of the Spirit — water bap-
tism according to the word of the
Holy Spirit (John 3:3-5).

Without the Truth, mankind is
stranded, forever lost in his sins. The
only way God communicates to us is
IN and BY and THROUGH his all
inspired word. We do not know God’s
will by feelings, nudges or premoni-
tions. By inspiration, the Psalmist
was caused to record the power of
God’s word (cf. Rom. 1:16). He had
great respect for it. Notice what he
says in Psalm 119: Blessed are they
who seek God’s word and walk in it
(vs.1-2). It is by heeding God’s word
that we cleanse our way (v.9); and,
when we keep it in our heart, we're
able to keep from sinning (v.11)
because it’s only by violating his
word that we sin (1 John 3:4). How
can we keep it if we can’t know it?
How foolish men can be.

The wicked forsake God’s word
(Psa. 119:53,155,158) but the right-
eous keep it (v.61). God’s word teach-
es us (v.102) because we can under-
stand it and hate every way that is
contrary to it (vs.104,128). It is a
lamp unto our feet and a light unto
our path (vs.105,130). We are made
alive (quickened) according to the
Word (v.154). It teaches us to live
soberly, righteously and godly (Titus
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2:12).

Our plea is to go back to the
Bible. There’s nothing wrong and
everything right when we call Bible
things by Bible names and do Bible
things in Bible ways. This is called a
“thus saith the Lord” — a phrase
found in 413 verses of the Bible. It is
in accordance with having Bible
authority (book, chapter and verse)

for all we say and do. This great prin-
ciple is pointed out in Colossians
3:17, “And whatsoever ye do in word
or deed, [do] all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him.”

So, what’s wrong with going back
to the Bible? Not one single thing!
Liberals and progressives hate it
because they don’t love the truth.

They had rather please men. They
make every effort to excuse and
explain away what the Bible says.
They go to great lengths to circum-
vent the Scriptures and they do so to
their own destruction (cf. 2 Peter
3:16). Don’t be a partaker of their evil
deeds (cf. 2 John 9-11).

here is a growing disregard for

I elders. This is symptomatic of

our day where human wisdom

is substituted for divine revelation. I

want to say something on the other
side.

I appreciate elders because this
is God’s plan (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-
9). The one that does not respect eld-
ers fails to respect God’s word and
God’s way. I cannot be faithful to the
Bible and disregard elders.

I appreciate elders because
of the responsibility they accept.
No men on earth have a graver
responsibility than elders. The presi-
dent of the United States with all of
our problems does not bear the
responsibility of elders. Elders are re-
sponsible for carrying the Gospel to
every creature (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-16). But that is not the end of
the elders’ responsibilities. They
must watch after souls. They will
have to give an account of the souls
that are under their oversight. I
appreciate the man that is willing to
accept the responsibility of an elder.

I appreciate elders because
of the time they give to the
Lord’s work. While others are free
to use their time in various ways, eld-
ers must use much of their time in
fulfilling their duties. There are
meetings where time must be given
to planning the work, dealing with
problems, and many other things.
This requires a great deal of time. I
appreciate the man who is willing to
take the time necessary to do the
work of an elder.

I appreciate elders because
they work with the least encour-
agement of any people I know.

ELDERS

Franklin Camp, deceased

I've often wondered how long I would
continue to preach if I received criti-
cism as elders do with so little
encouragement. Few people in any
congregation think to give a word to
encourage the elders. I appreciate
men that will give years to helping
the church grow, struggle with its
problems, accept criticism, receive lit-
tle or no encouragement, and contin-
ue to do its work.

I appreciate elders because
of their families. First, they have
done a good job in training their chil-
dren and in building a stable mar-

riage. My hat is off to the man that
has a family that makes it possible
for him to serve as an elder.

I appreciate elders because
of the sacrifices they make so
they can serve. Time that might be
spent with his family is often used in
doing the work of the Lord. I appreci-
ate families that are willing to allow
the husband and father to spend the
time that is needed in dealing with
the problems, planning the work of
the church, and being concerned
about the welfare of people that are
under their oversight.

DR%GS

Sat. 7 pm: The Hard Drugs

WAR ON
DRUGS

The world of substance abuse affects every facet of our lives: physically,
emotionally, socially, financially and spiritually. Few have been immune from
it's evil clutches. More attention needs to be given to this imposing plague.
The Bible addresses the issue plainly (Gal. 5).

Fri. 7 pm: The Lighter Substances: Tobacco, Marijuana & Alcohol

Sun. 9 am: Unspotted From The World Of Substance Abuse
Sun. 6 pm: Be Not Conformed To The World

November 7-9, 2014
Leoni Church of Christ | 6818 McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190
TOM HOUSE, Gospel Preacher, Commissioned Deputy Sheriff
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WHy | LErtr THE MORMON CHURCH #10 (ParT 1)

he Church of Jesus Christ of

I Latter Day Saints is driven

largely by a creed of thirteen

“Articles of Faith.” To see our ongoing

examination of these “Articles,” go to
seektheoldpaths.com/stop2014.htm.

The tenth Article of Faith states,
“We believe in the literal gather-
ing of Israel and in the restora-
tion of the Ten Tribes; that Zion
(the New Jerusalem) will be built
upon the American continent;
that Christ will reign personally
upon the earth; and, that the
earth will be renewed and
receive its paradisiacal glory.”
We will examine this in two parts.
The first part in this issue and the
second part next month.

The Mormon Church holds a
Postmillennial view. This means they
believe there will be an age of peace
and prosperity on the earth, after
which the coming of Christ will occur
at the end of the millennium. Premil-
lennialism on the other hand, is the
belief that Christ will physically and
literally come to earth before his
1,000 year reign in peace on the
earth. The entire Millennial system
fails for a number of reasons that
contradicts Bible history.

Context is imperative when
examining the land promise made to
Israel. Millennialists contend that
the land of Canaan was uncondition-
ally promised to the descendants of
Abraham. They claim that since the
promise was never completely ful-
filled (in their minds), Abraham must
be raised from the dead and the Jews
must be restored to their land so the
Abrahamic covenant can be fulfilled.
However, the Bible reveals the fulfill-
ment of the land promise to Abraham
through his descendants (children of
Israel).

First, there were six cities of
refuge mentioned in the Bible. Moses
writes, “And if the Lord thy God
enlarge thy coast, as he hath sworn
unto thy fathers, and give thee all the
land which he promised to give unto
thy fathers; If thou shalt keep all
these commandments to do them,
which I command thee this day, to
love the Lord thy God, and to walk

Nathan Franson

ever in his ways; then shalt thou add
three cities more for thee, beside these
three” (Deut. 19:8-9). Joshua also
makes clear there were six cities
(Josh. 20:7-8). Since there were six
cities, it is clear God kept His prom-
ise.

When David was king, he recov-
ered the land which had been taken
by their enemies (2 Sam. 8:1-3). How
could David recover something with-
out it first having been possessed and
then lost?

The Scriptures show that
Solomon reigned over the land prom-
ised to Abraham. Moses writes, “In
the same day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto
thy seed have I given this land, from
the river of Egypt unto the great river,
the river Euphrates” (Gen. 15:18).
First Kings 4:21 confirms that
“..Solomon reigned over all king-
doms from the river unto the land of
the Philistines, and unto the border of
Egypt: they brought presents, and
served Solomon all the days of his
life.” It is further stated in the book of
Second Chronicles: “And he reigned
over all the kings from the river even
unto the land of the Philistines, and
to the border of Egypt” (2 Chron.
9:26). How could Solomon reign over
a land which they did not possess?

Moses records the promise made
by God to the children of Israel. “And
I have also established my
covenant with them, to give them
the land of Canaan, the land of
their pilgrimage, wherein they were
strangers. And I have also heard the
groaning of the children of Israel,
whom the Egyptians keep in bondage;
and I have remembered my covenant.
Wherefore say unto the children of
Israel, I [am] the LORD, and I will
bring you out from under the burdens
of the Egyptians, and I will rid you
out of their bondage, and I will
redeem you with a stretched out arm,
and with great judgments: And I will
take you to me for a people, and I will
be to you a God: and ye shall know
that I [am] the LORD your God,
which bringeth you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians. And I
will bring you in unto the land,

concerning the which I did swear
to give it to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob; and I will give it
you for an heritage: 1 [am] the
LORD” (Exodus 6:4-8).

Joshua confirms the promise was
fulfilled: “And the LORD gave unto
Israel all the land which he sware
to give unto their fathers; and they
possessed it, and dwelt therein.
And the LORD gave them rest round
about, according to all that he sware
unto their fathers: and there stood not
a man of all their enemies before
them; the LORD delivered all their
enemies into their hand. There failed
not ought of any good thing which the
LORD had spoken unto the house of
Israel; all came to pass [emph, FF]”
(Josh. 21:43-45).

The promise by God that the
land was given to Israel is validated
in numerous places in the Bible (cf. 1
King 8:56; Neh. 9:7-8). However, pos-
sessing the land on a continual basis
was conditional. If they disobeyed
God they would lose it. Joshua
writes, “When ye have transgressed
the covenant of the LORD your God,
which he commanded you, and have
gone and served other gods, and
bowed yourselves to them; then shall
the anger of the LORD be kindled
against you, and ye shall perish
quickly from off the good land
which he hath given unto you”
(Josh. 23:16). Moses had given the
same caution (Deut. 8:19-20; 30:15-
20).

Just as they had been warned
not to do, the nation of Israel forgot
God and He caused it to perish.
Through Jeremiah, God prophesied
the nation would never be made
whole again (Jer. 19:11). Christ made
the same declaration six hundred
years later to His apostles (Matt.
21:33-45). This was settled in A.D.70
upon the prophesied destruction of
Jerusalem (Matt. 24). A future
restoration of Israel to the land of
Canaan (Palestine) is not possible
because all records, including the Ten
Tribes, were destroyed. In order for
the restoration of the Jews to be
accomplished in returning from
Babylonian captivity, they were
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required to establish descent, family,
tribe and estates, without which
Ezra said they could not be restored
(cf. Ezra 2:59,61-62).

Millennialists fall short in their
alleged prediction since the promise
was fulfilled long ago. Whereas the
children of Israel lost their land
when they were taken captive by
Nebuchadnezzar, they later came out
of captivity and possessed the land.
This restoration occurred during the
reign of Cyrus, King of Persia when
he defeated Babylon.

Ezra writes, “Now in the first
year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the
word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia, that he made a procla-
mation throughout all his kingdom,
and [put it] also in writing, saying,
Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The
LORD God of heaven hath given me
all the kingdoms of the earth; and he
hath charged me to build him an
house at Jerusalem, which [is] in
Judah. Who [is there] among you of
all his people? his God be with him,
and let him go up to Jerusalem,
which [is] in Judah, and build the
house of the LORD God of Israel, (he
[is] the God,) which [is] in Jerusalem”
(Ezra 1:1-3).

Jeremiah writes, “And this whole
land shall be a desolation, [and] an
astonishment; and these nations
shall serve the king of Babylon seven-
ty years. And it shall come to pass,
when seventy years are accomplished,
[that] I will punish the king of Baby-
lon, and that nation, saith the LORD,
for their iniquity, and the land of the
Chaldeans, and will make it perpetu-
al desolations. And I will bring upon
that land all my words which I have
pronounced against it, [even] all that
is written in this book, which Jeremi-
ah hath prophesied against all the
nations” (Jer. 25:11-13).

Nehemiah prayed for the chil-
dren of Israel to be restored accord-
ing to the promise made unto Moses
(Neh. 1:8-11). God answered that
prayer in Nehemiah’s day. Millenni-
alists constantly try to find passages
to corroborate their confused theolo-
gy. They argue that Isaiah’s prophecy
will be fulfilled with the establish-
ment of the “millennial kingdom.”

Isaiah writes, “And it shall come
to pass in the last days, [that] the
mountain of the LORD’S house shall

be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto
it. And many people shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk in
his paths: for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:2-3).
Paul clarifies years later that the
“house” wunder consideration is
Christ’s church (church of Christ). He
writes, “But if I tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth” (1
Tim. 3:15). Peter spoke of the last
days as beginning on Pentecost (Acts
2:16-17). Notice, Peter did not say we
are in the “next to the last days.”

Millennialists also argue that
Isaiah’s prophecy refers directly to a
future kingdom by using Isaiah 11:1-
16. However, Daniel identifies the
“holy mountain” as the church (Dan.
2:35,44). Furthermore, Isaiah 11:10
is quoted by Paul in the New Testa-
ment in reference to the acceptance
of Gentiles coming into the church.
He writes, “And again, Esaias saith,
There shall be a root of Jesse, and he
that shall rise to reign over the Gen-
tiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust”
(Rom. 15:12).

In order for true restoration to
occur, several things would need to
be in place. First, there would need to
be an identification of all tribes.
Since all records were lost in the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70,
it is impossible to establish that. Sec-
ond, there would need to be a division
of the lands according to the Old Tes-
tament. Third, there would need to
be a reestablishment of the Levitical
priesthood. With this there would
also need to be a return to the
method of worship under the Old
Testament. Finally, there would need
to be a full restoration of the Law of
Moses. Consider that all of this
would nullify the work Christ did
and destroy the entire Gospel sys-
tem. The Law of Moses was taken
away, being nailed to the cross (cf.
Heb. 10:9-10; Col. 2:14).

In the next issue of STOP, we will
continue examining their Tenth Arti-
cle of Faith by addressing their belief
that there will be a “New Jerusalem”

on the American continent. We will

also examine if Christ will personally

reign upon the earth and if the earth
will be renewed.
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THE LIGHT THAT THE WORLD NEEDS

od, Who “knoweth all things”
G.(l John 3:20), knew that the

world needed physical light. In
Genesis 1:3 we read, “And God said,
Let there be light; and there was
light.” In the Bible we often read of
light being set in contrast to dark-
ness. “And God divided the light from
the darkness” on the first day of cre-
ation (Gen. 1:4). In the spiritual
realm, there is also a plain distinc-
tion between light and darkness. For
example, Jesus explained Paul’s mis-
sion to the Gentiles this way: “To
open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God...” (Acts 26:18).
There are but two possibilities: one
either walks in the light, or else he
walks in darkness, he cannot do both
at the same time (1 John 1:6,7).

Mankind desperately needs spir-
itual light in order that he might see
how to walk. Just what is that spiri-
tual light the world needs so badly?
Let us note three Bible answers.

The world needs God, for He
is light. The Psalmist declared, “The
LORD is my light and my salvation”
(Psa. 27:1). Again, we read, “This
then is the message which we have
heard of him, and declare unto you,
that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). No Bible
description of God is more plain than
the three words, “God is light.”

In the writings of the apostle
John, we often read that Jesus the
Christ is light. “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. And the
light shineth in darkness, and the
darkness comprehended it not. There
was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. The same came for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all men through him might
believe. He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that Light.
That was the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into
the world” (John 1:4-9). Of whom did
John the Baptizer witness? Of “the
Light.” Later in that same chapter
we learn that the One about Whom
John witnessed was Jesus (John
1:29-34). Thus, Jesus was “the Light.”
Jesus Himself said, “I am the light of

Roger D. Campbell

the world; he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life. ... As long as I am in
the world, I am the light of the world
... I am come a light into the world,
that whosoever believeth on me
should not abide in darkness” (John
8:12; 9:5; 12:46). In addition, it is
written of that great “city” whose
builder and maker is God, “And the
city had no need of the sun, neither of
the moon, to shine in it; for the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof” (Rev. 21:23).

How blind is the person who does
not see his need for Jehovah! The
world needs God, and not vice versa.
We need God for our very existence.
“God that made the world and all
things therein, seeing that he is Lord
of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in
temples made with hands; Neither is
worshipped with men’s hands, as
though he needed any thing; seeing he
giveth to all life, and breath, and all
things” (Acts 17:24,25). Further, we
need the Lord for spiritual guidance.
Why? Because no matter how edu-
cated a person might be, by his own
wisdom he still cannot know the
proper way to go in life. The proof? “O
Lord, I know that the way of man is
not in himself, it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps” (Jer.
10:23). Man’s greatest need is salva-
tion from sin. The only One Who can
save us is the God of heaven Who cre-
ated us. Without His grace, no one
could be saved: “For by grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Eph.
2:8). Let us never be ashamed to bow
before the great I Am and confess our
need for Him!

The world needs God’s word,
for it is light. “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet and a light unto my
path. ... The entrance of thy words
giveth light” (Psa. 119:105,130). The
Holy Spirit speaks also of the light of
the Gospel: “In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto
them” (2 Cor. 4:4). Paul instructed the
Christians at Philippi to shine as

lights in the world by “holding forth
the word of life” (Phil. 2:15,16).

Yes, a person can live physically,
even though he does not obey the
Gospel of Jesus. But, without the
Gospel the world lies in spiritual
darkness. “And the whole world lieth
in wickedness” (1 John 5:19).
Through the Gospel, God calls men
out of that darkness into the light of
His dear Son (2 Thess. 2:14; 1 Peter
2:9). Also, without the Gospel, man
lives in ignorance, not knowing the
good to which he should hold and the
evil from which he must abstain (1
Thess. 5:21,22). Only in the Gospel
does God show us what is truly
“good” and “bad” for us.

We should never entertain the
slightest doubt that the world needs
the Gospel, seeing that Paul by inspi-
ration wrote, “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God unto salvation” (Rom.
1:16). We should never be ashamed to
tell the world this great truth: God’s
word “Is able to save your souls”
(James 1:21). If we accept this plain
Bible fact, then should we not use our
energy to preach the Gospel to the
world that needs it so badly?! The
Jewish leaders once told the apostles,
“And behold ye have filled Jerusalem
with your doctrine, and intend to
bring this man’s blood upon us” (Acts
5:28). Brethren, how much are you
and I doing to fill the place where we
live with the Gospel of Christ? It will
not happen by accident! We must
work diligently! Every man and
woman needs the Gospel, and it is
God’s will that you and I, as His chil-
dren, teach it to them. How much
effort are we really putting forth to
get the Lord’s message of light to the
lost people of our community?

The world needs the light of
Christians’ godly example. To the
Christians in Ephesus the Holy Spir-
it said, “For ye were sometimes dark-
ness, but now are ye light in the Lord;
walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8).
As children of light, we must walk in
the light as our Lord is in the light (1
John 1:7). Jesus said, “Ye are the light
of the world. A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid. ... Let your light so
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shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Matt.
5:14,16). We understand that our
example does not produce faith.
Faith comes only by hearing the
Gospel (Rom. 10:17). We also recog-
nize that our example cannot wash
away another person’s sins. However,
Jesus’ words plainly show that our
light or good example (“good works”)
can play a role in influencing others
to glorify our Heavenly Father. “This
present evil world” (Gal. 1:4) needs
the light of our godly example!

Where is our light at work when
our co-workers openly admit they
sometimes call in sick, when in reali-
ty they are not sick at all? Where is
our light when our “friends” begin to
tell us dirty jokes? Where is our light
when other parents are screaming
and swearing at the coach, blaming
him/her for the team’s loss? Where is
our light on Wednesday nights, when
the saints assemble to study, sing,
and pray together? Where is our light
when the faith of others begins to
waver?

Our light must shine at all times,
not only on Sundays when we are
with other Christians. Our family
must see our light. Our friends and
co-workers must see it, too. The Holy
Spirit told Timothy, “Let no man
despise thy youth; but be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in
conversation [conduct, NKJV], in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1
Tim. 4:12). Do we doubt that the Lord
wants us to be the same kind of
example? Paul also instructed Titus,
“In all things showing thyself a pat-
tern of good works” (Titus 2:7). Sup-
pose others imitated the pattern of
your life and mine. Would our pat-
tern help lead them to the Christ, or
away from Him?

No one doubts the need for phys-
ical light. As God’s children, though,
we see beyond that and are ever
aware that the kind of light which
the world needs above all others is
spiritual light.

The Bible points out three
“lights” that the world cannot do
without: 1) God, 2) the word of God,
and 3) the godly example of Chris-
tians. Are we giving and showing the
world the true light that it needs?

120 Will Lewis Dr. SE
Cleveland, TN 37323

Only True Religion?...
(Continued from page 73)

CHRISTIAN PLURALISM

There is another brand of reli-
gious pluralism that does not operate
on the worldview scale. Rather, this
form of pluralism abides within the
worldview itself, namely the Chris-
tian worldview. We shall call this
Christian pluralism. The concept is
much the same as the more general
pluralism treated above. However, in
the place of affirming all world reli-
gions as equally valid and efficacious,
one affirms the validity and truthful-
ness of all “Christian religions.” The
idea is the same. Only the “neighbor-
hood” is smaller.

It is ironic that our denomina-
tional friends fail to recognize this
lingering strain of religious pluralism
that violates the very same principles
that they have used to combat the
wider pluralistic form. Nevertheless,
that Christian pluralism can be
shown to be equally fallacious as the
more general brand of religious plu-
ralism, is patently evident. One need
only use the same two standards
mentioned above.

First, Christian pluralism mani-
fests the same element of logical
inconsistency as does the more broad-
ly defined religious pluralism. As
already observed, the Law of
Non-contradiction forbids two contra-
dictory claims from being true at the
same time and in the same sense.
Thus, by way of example, the conflict-
ing affirmations, “Infant baptism is
permissible and acceptable” and,
“Only those with the capacity to
believe and respond may be accept-
ably baptized,” leads unavoidably to
the conclusion that one of these state-
ments is incorrect. Either the bap-
tism of infants is acceptable or it is
not. Some religious denominations
affirm that the practice is acceptable.
Others, however, do not. Based upon
the Law of Non-contradiction, one
group is incorrect.

Further, many denominations
affirm that salvation comes at the
moment that faith in Christ arises
within the heart. Others affirm that
faith must act in repentance and bap-
tism before salvation is granted.
Based upon the Law of Non-contra-
diction, both parties cannot be cor-
rect. These “disputes” can be resolved

by appealing to the unchanging stan-
dard of God’s inspired revelation.
This is the means by which religious
truth must be decided.

If one believes the Bible to be the
revealed will of God, then one must
acknowledge that any claim contrary
to biblical testimony is false. Thus, as
in the previous examination, that
which contradicts the word of God
must be soundly rejected. With
respect to baptism, the word itself is
defined in the Theological Dictionary
of the New Testament as “To dip in or
under, to immerse” (oepke, “bapto,
baptizo”). The New Testament
imagery when the subject is dis-
cussed is that of “burial” and “raising”
(cf. Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12). Hence, any
“baptism” wherein a dipping or
immersing or a burial and a rising do
not occur, does not qualify as a scrip-
tural baptism. Further, the prerequi-
sites to scriptural baptism are faith
(John 8:24; Mark 16:16; Acts 18:8; cf.
Heb. 11:6), repentance (Acts 2:38;
3:19; Acts 17:30) and confession (Acts
8:37; Rom. 10:9-10). Thus, any bap-
tism unattended by these elements is
likewise invalid. This effectively nul-
lifies the legitimacy of infant bap-
tism. Unless one is prepared to level
the charge of “contradiction” against
the Bible, one must accept the testi-
mony of all that it purports to teach
on a given topic.

Hence, it becomes evident that
Christian pluralism possesses the
same flawed features of the broader
religious pluralism position. All
“Christian” religions, regardless of
their degree of sincerity, cannot possi-
bly be correct. The Bible declares:
“[There is] one body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all,
who [is] above all, and through all,
and in you all” (Eph. 4:4-6). The reli-
gious institution that teaches and
practices these precepts to their
fullest, stands with the truth. The
religious bodies teaching and practic-
ing those things contrary to these
precepts finds themselves at odds
with the teaching of God and in
urgent need of repentance and full
obedience to God’s will. Therefore, we
must soundly reject both religious
pluralism and its lesser known com-
panion, Christian pluralism.

PO Box 1100
Belton, KY 42324
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“I would like to subscribe to the
print edition of your publication
please. Thanks” ...Jake Schot-
< o ter, Goodyear, AZ. “Please
“----‘ ? place my dad on your mailing

A }v“ '@ list for a hard copy of Seek The

Old Paths. He does not have

S.EEK T.HE O.LD PATHS internet. Thank you ..Harry
Davis, Hobart, OK. “I have

received your publication for some time at the Church of Christ
in Fallon, Nevada, but have recently moved to a small town in
Buhl, Idaho and would like to have this publication sent to the
church here. If we could get 12 copies at a time it would be very
appreciated. Thank You very much” ..Elvin Barger, Buhl
Church of Christ, Buhl, ID. [NOTE: We mail bundles in
multiples of 10]. “I am now receiving Seek The Old Paths,
what I need is all the copies on ‘Why I left the Mormon Church.’
I have misplaced some and I would like for you to mail me all of
the copies on this subject, thanks for your help” ...Bob Chaffin,
Russellville, AL. “I would like to receive Seek The Old Paths.
Thank you very much for your attention to this matter”
...Charles Cantrell, Peggs, OK. “Please remove my subscrip-
tion of Seek The Old Paths. Thanks” ...Wendell Hart, Hous-
ton, TX. “Please put me on your mailing list” ...Angelia Iyom-
ahan, Scottsboro, AL. “Please send me your publication”
...Carolyn Boykin, Spring Valley, CA. “I would like to receive
your publication” ...Paul D. Walter, Flora, MS. “It’s sad to read
of these that are passing from the mailbag. Sadder still are
those that refuse the paper and deny themselves of the benefits
it offers. Please send one bundle. Thank you very much” ...Doug
Brazzell, Bethel Church of Christ, Franklin, KY. “Please
add me to your mailing list. Thanks” ...Gary Hoss, Kingston,
TN. “Please remove my name from your mailing list. I can read
STOP online. Thanks” ...Glenda Sims, East Point, GA.
“Please stop sending us the STOP publication. Thank you”
...AR. “I recently asked to be added to the STOP mailing list and
I received my first copy yesterday. I look forward to receiving the
publication monthly. Thank you for the work you do. Please find
enclosed a donation to help with expenses. Thanks again”
...Gene & Linda Goza, Jonesboro, AR. “To the elders and edi-
tor, thank you for the Seek The Old Paths publication. I do
truly enjoy reading it. After reading the June 2013 issue again,
I would like for you to add my cousin to your mailing list. It is
an old copy, but if it is still available, I would like for her to read
it. Thank you” ...Verneta Cummins, Oak Park, IL. [NOTE:
We try to keep all back issues available. They are also
‘online’ at www.seektheoldpaths.com.] “Please remove me
from your mailing. Thanks” ...Steve Shock, Vilonia, AR. “We
have a new brother in Christ who would like to get the month-
ly publication. I also would like to receive it” ...Charles Shel-
ton, Haworth, OK. “I have not been receiving Seek the Old
Paths by mail, but I am interested in receiving it via email.
Blessings” ...Cindy Brown (with North Main Street con-
gregation in Mocksville, NC). “I get a lot out the publication,
so I would like to continue to receive it. I currently preach for
the Pleasant Hill church of Christ. Thank you” ...Bernard Bar-
ton, Rickman, TN. “I would like to be added to your subscrip-
tion list. Thank you” ...Michael Gilbert, Martin, TN. “Hope all
is well. Thanks for the many years of good work” ..Wayne
Smith, Lebanon, TN. “I request that you send me future issues
of Seek The Old Paths. Thank you” ...Walter Holman, Spar-
ta, TN. “Please add us to your mailing list. Thanks” ...Johnny
0. Trail, Ashland City, TN; Jeff Martin, Eolia, MO; Water-
view Church of Christ, Burkesville, KY; Jim Jackson,
White Bluff, TN; John Smith, Chantilly, VA; Tony Belcher,
Irvine, KY; Ray & Dollye Scott, Houston, TX; Ted Teague,
Hendrix, OK; Rusty Hutchinson, West Liberty, KY.
“Enjoyed the article ‘Rewriting the Bible.’ But if you ask me,
there is a little bit of Calvinism in the KJV as well” ...Bradley

Childs. “Please add me to your mailing list. Thank you”
...Frank Vondraceck, Scottsville, KY; Jerry Milligan,
Jackson, TN. “I would like to be added to your mailing list. I
was receiving Banner of Truth (BOT) from brother Pigg”
...Maria Box, Cape Girardeau, MO. “Please continue my sub-
scription transferred from BOT” ...Bill McClendon, Wylie, TX;
Gerald Cowan, Marion, IL; Charles Byrd, West Columbia,
SC; Jayne Massey, Jersey Village, TX; Donald Stringer,
Mesquite, TX. “I would like to be added to your mailing list for
the publication: Seek The Old Paths. 1 am a member of the
church. Thanks so much. I really enjoy reading the publication
whenever I get a copy” ...Eula Harris, Overland Park, KS. “To
everyone who has a part in the publication of Seek The Old
Paths. 1 would like to thank you for all your work and whoever
had it sent to me. I feel it is time to cancel my edition of this
paper now. I know there are others who would enjoy receiving it
and I am taking away from others. I honestly cannot accept all
of the teachings in Seek The Old Paths but I know others
would appreciate it very much. Thank you for thinking of me
and God bless your ministry” ...Michael Humphrey, McMin-
nville, TN. “I have just recently been introduced to your STOP
publication. I am serving a sentence here at the county jail and
have repented almost two years ago. I am lucky to have great
Christian brothers from the church of Christ that come and wor-
ship the Lord with me every Tuesday night at this jail. It is from
brother Stanley Talbert that I learned about your publication
and I am very excited about receiving it monthly as I still have
quite a bit of time to do here. Thank you for what you do”
...Michael Hall, Daingerfield, TX. “John 17:17. Enjoy STOP”
...Terry & Linda Shanks, Stanton, TX.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the Leoni Church of
Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is FREE, being sup-
ported by the contributions of both individuals and congregations. Its pri-
mary purpose and goal in publication can be found in Jude 3, 2 Tim. 4:2,
Titus 1:13, Titus 2:1 and 2 Peter 1:12. All mail received may be pub-
lished unless it is marked “not for publication.” The church building is
located at: 6818 McMinnville Hwy, Woodbury, TN 37190.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson — seektheoldpaths.com
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